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CONVENTION 2022
NEW YORK STATE IS BACK; CONVENTION, JUNE 2-4
AT CROWNE PLAZA ALBANY - THE DESMOND HOTEL

Our leader, New York State President Michele Cangiano Ment with 1st Gent Eric on left and NYS
1st Vice President Biagio Isgro in center.

New York State Immediate Past President
presented with plaque and BENE EMERITUS.

2022 CONVENTION
The shortened version, the 1st since 2019 due to COVID-19, and led by President Michele Cangiano Ment, had New
York State Delegates back to business representing their individual lodges; State awards were distributed to lodges;
new Trustees, Commissioners of Arbitration and Garibaldi Museum Commissioners were all presented and the Bene
Emeritus Award was bestowed on Anthony Naccarato - New York State Immediate Past President.
(more Convention photos in centerfold & throughout this issue)

SEE OUR NEW UPDATED STATE LOGO AT TOP OF PAGE

Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
SEPTEMBER 8, 2022
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as
a document file. All photograph captions must be typed identifying lodge with
full name and number; all persons should be identified. Digital photos should be
taken in the highest quality setting possible of the camera or phone; poor quality
photos may NOT be published. DO NOT copy and paste photos in email, rather
attach as a file (named if possible). All articles and captions must be received
before the deadline date. Unpublished articles are not returned. The Editor
reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertisements, and other material
submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, and for conformity to
the ideals of the Order. For further information please contact the Editor by
email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.

GRAND LODGE OFFICE
Eileen Stavis, Office Manager
Carol DiTrapani, Executive Assistant
2101-03 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, N.Y. 11710-5605
Tel. 516-785-4623 1-800-322-OSIA
Fax 516-221-OSIA (6742)
www.nysosia.org • nysosia@aol.com

NEW YORK OSIA BENE EMERITUS
Carmine Cocchiola+
Giuseppe A. Nigro+
Constantine Fascia+
Gregorio Morabito+
Lillian Black+
Philip Iannuccilli+
Frank Picarazzi+
Maria Dell’Unto+
Giacomo DiNola+
Andrew Torregrossa, Sr.+
Rev. Julius Valentinelli+
Joseph G. Bologna+
E. Howard Molisani+
Thomas F. Rosolio+
P. Vincent Landi+
Anne Fiore+
Hon. Angelo D. Roncallo+
Amelia B. Magnotta+
F. Joseph Leone+

Arthur L. Pardi+
John Musicaro+
Edward Innella+
Hon. Josephine Gambino+
Hon. Dominic R. Massaro
Peter R. Zuzolo
Louis L. Giambra+
Joseph Parillo, Jr.+
Nicholas G. Viglietta
Salvatore Marasa+
Emanuel J. Aragosa+
Frank D’Andrea+
Joseph E. Fay+
Joseph Sciame
Rev. Donald B. Licata+
Lucy F. Codella
Louis Ambrosio
John Dabbene+
Dan Colantone+

Joseph Cangemi+
Joseph J. DiTrapani
Carlo Matteucci
Nancy DiFiore Quinn
Salvatore Lanzilotta
Antonette Innella+
Sylvia Summa+
Joseph Montemarano+
Thom A. Lupo
Carmine Federico
Joseph F. Rondinelli
Santina Haemmerle+
Carolyn Reres
Nicholas Mauro+
Robert M. Ferrito
Anthony Naccarato
+Deceased

ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal
Service for each returned newspaper. Please notify us of a
change of address as soon as possible.
Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be
processed.
EMAIL TO: nysosia@aol.com
MAIL TO: New York State OSIA Grand Lodge
Attention: The Golden Lion
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY
11710-5605

OUR SITES: Grand Lodge website: http://www.nysosia.org/. all issues of past Golden Lion newspapers going back to 2014.
YouTube channel: “NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE”.
Facebook page: Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Grand
Lodge of New York.
Smugmug photos: robertgraham.smugmug.com. New York
State Photographer, Bob Graham’s website.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Brothers and Sisters,
On June 2, 2022 we opened
the 114th Annual State
Convention of the Grand
Lodge of New York, Order
Sons and Daughters of Italy
in America at the Crowne
Plaza Albany-The Desmond
Hotel after a two-year hiatus. As you know, this was
due to the COVID-19 panMICHELE MENT demic. It was wonderful to
see so many old friends
State President
Grand Lodge of New York and to be given the opportunity to make so many
new ones. Although we had to shorten this annual
meeting, with your help and the hard work of the
Convention Committee, we were still able to complete the business of the Order. We were surprised
and thrilled to welcome our National President
Robert Bianchi among us and he was truly pleased
to be there with us.
Although many of our Special Recognition Awards
usually given to our members had to be canceled,
we were able to have the Newsletter Awards given
presented in person. State First Vice President
Biagio Isgro was able to award jackets to those
members that brought 10 new members, under very
difficult circumstances, into the Order and to present
the special plaques to those Lodges that had the
greatest increase in number of members: America
Lodge #2245 and the greatest net percentage
increase in the number of members: Dr. Vincenzo
Sellaro Lodge #2319.

PRESIDENT MENT - CONVENTION
PHOTO GALLERY

Your generosity is surpassed by none. We were able
to collect over $70,000 in a little more than an hour
and a half. You should be extremely proud of what
you were able to achieve!
A very special event was held on Friday evening. In
addition to the swearing-in of our New Trustees,
Museum Commissioners and Commissioners of
Arbitration and thanking those leaving office for their
service, our State Immediate Past President
Anthony Naccarato was presented with our most
prestigious award, The Bene Emeritus Award. This
award is given to those who have gone above and
beyond for the Order. I know that you agree with me
that Tony has certainly achieved that distinction as
he led us through the Pandemic.
I must close this short message by stating how proud
I am to be a member of and the current President of
the wonderful Grand Lodge of New York!

Michele Cangiano Ment
President, New York State Grand Lodge
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy In America

New York State President Michele Ment with National President, New York State President Michele Ment her State 1st Vice President (Biagio
Isgro, Jr.) on her right and State 2nd Vice President (Arthur Spera) on her
Robert Bianchi.
left.

Sempre Avanti
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FROM YOUR STATE
CHAPLAIN

In Memoriam
District
8
8
2

Lodge
Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270
Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270
John Michael Marino Lodge #1389

Name of Deceased
Antonio Palucci
Daniel DeJohn
Thomas Faticone

Check out my blog at www.fathercarrozza.com.

DOD
1/4/2022
5/29/2022
7/22/2022

From the Editor’s Desk!
Hope you are enjoying your summer, although as I write this note the weather is
hot and humid - stay safe and hydrated.
So, the Convention came back this year and it was a successful if shortened version. I was there and enjoyed meeting many of the Delegates I have not seen for some time. There
were a few COVID cases, but no one serious and we smartly advised others when we received the
news. Some stayed masked others just fist bumped and still others were back to ‘their’ normal. But
we were all together to meet the new Trustees, Commissioners of Arbitration and Commissioners of
the GMM. We also watched and applauded as NYS Immediate Past President, Anthony Naccarato
received the prestigious Bene Emeritus Award. President Michele led the way through 3 sessions. We
also had the honor of having National President Bob Bianchi attend. Pictures are placed throughout
this issue especially in the centerfold. Special thanks to Gene Laparco of Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge
#321 who stepped in for Bob Graham to act as official State Photographer for the Convention, taking
a huge amount of photos.
Meanwhile back at Local Lodges, I received many scholarship and La Bella Lingua photos. I tried to
focus a bit on our youth in this issue as they are our future. In addition, I appreciated and I am sure
you readers do, the lodges that participated in Memorial Day parades and services that have sent their
photos and blurbs. Lodges are pretty much back to normal with events and summer has plenty of outdoor activities - so get to those picnics and festivals.
If you look at the top of the cover page you will see the updated logo, now with words “and Daughters”
added. It is also updated on page 2 above the Grand Council section.
As the Vice Chairperson of the Gift of Sight, I felt the desire to see some Beep Baseball. On June 25
there were some tournament games. It included Long Island, Boston, Philadelphia and New Jersey.
Beep baseball is baseball which can be played by people who are visually impaired, using a ball that
beeps and bases that make noise and have a long plastic arm so players can feel the base. If you
never experienced it, you should, as they play in many cities. Or at least look for a youtube or other
search engine to see it on the internet.
In closing, please see my article, “Power to the People” to thank everyone for their prayers for my
surgery last month

Mark A. Ventimiglia.
Did You Know?
- Instituted on September 14,1911, Uguaglianza/NE Bronx #83 is the oldest active
OSDIA Lodge in the State of New York. It is the third oldest active Lodge in the United
States. Two Connecticut Lodges place first and second in the United States; Concordia
#20 (instituted in 1908) and New Haven #37 (instituted in 1910).
- thanks to Marianne Bortone Prince and Lodge #83 for research

How often should I go to confession?
Every year just before Easter we
priests get very busy hearing confessions. While many Saturdays we may
sit in the confessional for long periods
of time with no one showing up, before
Easter people are calling at all hours
and breaking down the doors to confess their sins. While on the one hand
it is good that people are taking advantage of this wonderful sacrament of
God’s healing mercy, on the other
hand, it’s a shame they wait until
Easter. Some people even say very
proudly, “I go to confession once a
year at Easter to make my Easter
duty!” (So pat me on the back- I’m a
good Catholic!) If you think about it,
that is minimalism and one has to
question the sincerity of the person’s
desire not to offend God. Confessing
only once a year is not something we
should be proud of.
Imagine it this way: suppose a husband were to say to his wife, “Honey, if
I tell you once a year around our
anniversary that I’m sorry for anything
I may have said or done to offend you
during the past year, will you be happy
with that?” Obviously, we know the
Power to the People
As editor of the Golden Lion, I now and then
write seaparately from my Editor’s note on p.4.
The power of the press? Not at all, the power
goes to you, the people, the members, the
lodges and the Order.
So I am writing to thank you for your prayers and
good wishes. I truly believe in the potentcy of
prayer even though we question why it doesn’t
always work.
An excerpt from my Nov.-Dec. 2021 Editor’s
Note (p.4) stated ”To end I offer my wishes and
prayers to all of you and hope you send them

REV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN

answer to that is an immediate “no
way!” That would hardly be sincere,
would it? So why do we think that’s okay
with God? Why do we think that once a
year at Easter (the really holy people go
at Christmas also) if we tell God we’re
sorry for things we can’t even recall but
assume we probably did during the
year, that this somehow is a sign of a
strong relationship with God and that He
is pleased with us? I like to ask children
this question: how often should a husband tell his wife he’s sorry for offending
her? They always answer the very
same way: whenever he’s done something to offend her! That’s what we
should do with God. So, to answer the
question that is the title of this column:
“How often should I go to confession?”
the answer is, “Whenever we realize
we’ve offended God.” If we are serious
about growing in holiness and in a close
relationship with God, that’s going to be
far more frequently than once a year at
Easter! See you in confession regularly!

back to me and all the people in this wonderful
fraternal organization.” And the Sept.-Oct. 2021
issue under the 9-11 20th year remembrance
section (p. 9), “Let us pray for all of those, possibly you, as I was down on Wall Street, that have
developed sickness - both physical and mental
since that day. And pray that others with no
symptons do not have any future issues. And
may your departed loved ones’ spirit be with
you.” So, as you can see, I had given prayers
and had presciently pointed to myself - no one is
100% exempt. And I am very confindent that 911 was my cause.
(continued on p. 19)

Worth Noting: The podcast named ITALIA MIA has been changed. As of Sunday,
July 3rd it will be known as THE POWER OF ITALY HOSTED BY LUISA
POTENZA (Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442). It is available on GOOGLE,
SPOTIFY, APPLE and wherever you get your podcasts, using your smart phone
or computer.
Corrections: April - June issue:
p. 5 - bolded box under the title should not say ‘via Zoom.’
p. 17 - The new member for the Perry Como Lodge #2846 was Catherine Burch not Durch
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 – Memorial Mass for their members who passed away during the year on 7/17. The
Mass was held at Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church in Deer Park by Rev. Pastor Gius Garcia. The Mass began and ended with
a procession of the Statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Blessed Mother, including Lodge President Sabrina Savino, Lodge
Officers, and Members.
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note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

NEW YORK OSDIA IN THE NEWS
State President
Michele Cangiano Ment
around New York State Convention

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - Past President & Suffolk County
Poet Laureate Bob Savino and President Sabrina Savino present the NYS
OSDIA Certificate of Appreciation and Brumidi Gold Medal to Carmelina
Zitarosa—Italian Language Teacher, Commack High School, for translation of the Golden Lion poetry column, Bob’s book readings with her students, and continued support of Italian Culture & Heritage. The presentation took place at Commack High School on May 24, 2022 during the
school’s celebration of World Language Recognition Day.
Pictured left to right : Bob Savino, Carmelina Zitarosa, Constantino
Brumidi Lodge President Sabrina Savino and Vice Principal Eric Biaggi.

President Michele speaks at the podium during a Convention
session, leading the delegates of NYS OSDIA.

COLUMBUS LODGE #2143

Cellini Lodge #2206 - Vincent J. Illuzzi, Past President of the Lodge and
recently elected Commissioner of the Garibaldi Meucci Museum, on
June 5, a day after the Convention, participated in the Tunnel to Towers
Foundation Freedom Tower climb. In his own words:
“This morning, at 5:45 AM, I successfully climbed the 104 flights of the
Freedom Tower in 32 minutes and 32 seconds in Memory and in honor
of all those heroes that perished because of 9/11, especially my good
friends Lt. Joseph Leavey and Lt. Robert McMahon. God Bless you all
and their families! Looking forward to doing it every year for as long as
I can! Love you all! Please continue to watch over us! Thanks to all who
contributed on my behalf for such a worthy cause!”
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LOCAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING
La Bella Lingua Awards

Above, Sheridan Ballard, the recipient of the
District VII CSJ Bella Lingua Award presented to
her by Commission for Social Justice District VII
Chairperson Carmine Federico. Sheridan is a
graduate of Union-Endicott High School and a six
year student in the Italian language classes. She
is planning to go to Italy during her college years
to further study the Italian language and heritage.

"La Bella Linqua Award" recipients. The ceremony was held at Marco Polo Lodge #2214 on June 11, 2020. District II has two winners. Committee representative Ann Acquaviva and recipient Vincent M. Calvagano from Oceanside High School. District II
Committee representative Ann Acquaviva and recipient Grace Notarstefano from Baldwin High School. Mary Ann Rispoli is the NYS
OSDIA/CSJ "La Bella Linqua Award" Committee Chairperson.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - on May 20, Cellini Lodge had its Memorial Mass for all the recent and past deceased of the Lodge. It was held at the Church of Notre Dame in New Hyde Park. The Pastor and

Cellini Chaplain, Reverend John McCartney, celebrated the Mass. Photo above left has President Mary Modica lighting a solemn remembrance candle and above right are all the members and friends
that attended the memorial.

LIBERTY
EQUALITY
FRATERNITY

Remember that
Columbus Day for 2022 is on

- No Announcements -

Monday, October 10
Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births. This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member. In addition, if a member has a new arrival,
that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement. For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the
full lodge name and number. For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number. Email me, Golden Lion Editor
at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement. The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper.
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COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA

Brothers and Sisters,
I want to begin by hoping everyone had
a great and safe 4th of July. Although, it
seems that Covid is behind us I must
urge everyone to remain diligent in protecting themselves against this disease.
Don’t let your guard down.
America’s Independence Day
On July 4th we all celebrated the
independence of our great country.
Keeping this in mind, there would be no
Independence Day and no America as
we know it, if not for Christopher
Columbus. Those that want to continue
to bash and attack Columbus should
keep this in mind. Without Columbus
taking on this extremely arduous
journey, which most people of his time
believed was crazy, this land we live in
along with Central and South America
would be third world countries.
Putting Columbus aside for a while, let
us also remember the other great
Italians that followed him and have also
been an integral part of the growth of
America. Giovanni de Verrazzano, a
navigator who sailed for France, was
the first to sight New York and the
Narragansett Bay. He made several
other discoveries on that voyage,
including present day New York Harbor.
Amerigo Vespucci sailed for Spain from
1499 to 1500. In the voyage of 1499 1500 Vespucci left Ojeda after reaching
the coast of Guyana. Going south he
discovered the mouth of the Amazon
River and went as far as Cape St.
Augustine. On the return, he reached
Trinidad and then made way for Haiti.
Back in Spain he proposed another
expedition with the aim of reaching the
Indian Ocean. But the Spanish
Government did not accept his proposal
and at the end of 1500 Vespucci went

into service for Portugal. Under
Portuguese auspices Vespucci completed a second expedition, which left
Lisbon on May 13, 1501. From the Cape
Verde Islands he traveled southeastward and reached the coast of Brazil;
Vespucci continued south and sighted
Guanabara Bay and then sailed further
south to Rio de la Plata making him the
first European to discover it. Vespucci
was the first person to recognize North
and South America as two distinct continents which was unknown at that time.
Because of his expeditions, the
Americas bear his name.

from his close friend Filippo Mazzei. Well,
now that piece of history is under attack
by Ken Burns, a film writer who now
claims that it was Ben Franklin that came
up with Mazzei’s statement. In the
April/May 2022 AARP magazine, Burns
makes this claim. We all know there is historical documentation, written in a letter to
Jefferson from Mazzei, with this powerful
quote and a request to add it to the
Declaration of Independence. So now,
brothers and sisters, I have already sent
in a letter to AARP magazine demanding
they print the truth.
Continued Fight to Get Justice for Claudio

There is nowhere in America that you
can’t find the influence of Italians and
Italian Americans. The list is so large
that to list all these achievements would
fill a volume of books. We, as Italian
Americans have no reason to be
ashamed of our heritage and culture.
Those that choose to knock us do it out
of envy and bigotry.
Attacks on Columbus Continue
Rochester Replaces Columbus Day
with Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Rochester City Council passed legislation ending the celebration of Columbus
Day and replaced it with Indigenous
Peoples’ Day. What makes this move so
frustrating is it was not only celebrated
by Indigenous People, which we would
expect, but also Italian American
Community members. One such Italian
American was Kathy Castania, who
described her as a “proud” 100 percent
Sicilian woman. Here is her quote, “A bit
of my story and my journey of realizing
that my love of my culture, my love of
our heritage, and wanting to share that
meant that we had to liberate ourselves
from Columbus.” She joined with other
Italian/Indigenous groups to fight the
celebration of Columbus. She was also
joined by those in Syracuse who are
also fighting to remove a Columbus
monument there.
Filippo Mazzei Quote Under Attack
We all know that the most important
statement in our Declaration of
Independence “we hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created
equal…” was given to Thomas Jefferson

As I reported in the last issue of the
Golden Lion newspaper, the death of
Claudio Mandia should be investigated
and charges should be brought against
EF Academy. Our letters to both the
Westchester District Attorney and the
State Attorney General have gone unanswered. I guess Italian Lives Don’t Matter
in New York State. Had Mandia been of a
different race or creed, elected officials
would be falling over their feet to voice
their demands for justice, but not for
Claudio. He was an Italian student, studying abroad at EF Academy and his life did
not count. I will continue to demand justice for Claudio and won’t stop until all
who were responsible for his death are
held accountable. I am urging everyone to
call or write to New York State Attorney
General Latitia James demanding justice
for Claudio.
Governor Hochul is Still Silent on
Columbus Day
I have sent two letters to Governor Hochul
requesting a meeting with her and our five
major Italian American Organizations.
Neither letter was responded to by her or
her office. There was a ray of hope when
she invited Italian American leaders to a
breakfast. However, after that breakfast I
spoke to her new Italian American Liaison
Thomas Scarangello and reminded him
that this breakfast was not a response to
my request. He agreed and said they
would schedule a meeting soon. As of this
date no meeting has been scheduled.
October is coming fast, and I want to
make sure that we don’t have another
attack on Columbus by her once again.

La Bella Lingua Awards
First, let me thank MaryAnn Rispoli for
all she and her committee do with this
program. The following are the 2022
recipients of the Bella Lingua Program.
District I - Geraldine lannello-Graham,
“La Bella Lingua Award" Program
Chairperson
Isabella Ross, Elwood John Glenn High
School
District II - Mary Ann Rispoli, "La Bella
Lingua Award" Program Chairperson
Grace Notarstefano, Baldwin High
School
Vincent Calvagno, Oceanside High
School
District III
Alexandra DeMarco St. Joseph By the
Sea High School
District IV - Giuseppina "Pina" Lita, "La
Bella Lingua Award" Program
Chairperson
Erica Hamel, Brewster High School
District VII - Carmine Federico, "La Bella
Lingua Award” Program Chairperson
Sheridan Ballard, Union Endicott High
School
District VIII - Marjorie Focarazzo, “La
Bella Lingua Award" Program
Chairperson
Daisy Smith, Irondequoit High School
I would like to congratulate every student that participated in this year’s La
Bella Lingua Program.
In closing, I want to thank the CSJ
Executive Board and our district liaisons
as well as my brothers and sisters for
their support for our CSJ. Please
continue to keep your ears to the ground
and should you hear something
negative to our community, please notify
me immediately.
Have a safe summer!
Fraternally,

John A. Fratta
http://www.columbusthetruth.org
http://www.therealcolumbus.org
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GARIBALDI-MEUCCI
MUSEUM (GMM)
420 Tompkins Avenue
Staten Island, New York 10305
718-442-1608
garibaldimeuccimuseum.com
By: Carl J. Ciaccio, Chairman

Dear Fraternal Brothers and Sisters,
I sincerely hope this correspondence finds you and your loved ones safe and healthy. As we
transition to what appears to be a long and hot summer, I am glad to report that the GMM
staff and volunteers continue to be fully active in meeting our national treasure’s daily administrative needs.
Buildings & Grounds:
A state-of-the-art sprinkler system has successfully been installed. The new 48 sprinkler
head system is expected to conserve water and maintain a lush appearance to the GMM
extensive lawn. The GMM lawn has also been graded and seeded. In addition, an extensive
concrete resurfacing project is in the process of being completed. Consequently, it is anticipated that the grounds of the GMM will soon be luxuriant and pleasing to the eye. So, please
plan to visit the GMM, as part of your summer leisure plans.
Bench Drive:
All 15 benches have been assembled and selectively placed throughout the grounds of the
GMM. A notice to the 30 very generous benefactors who donated a bench will soon be sent
with instructions for composing their respective dedications. Each dedication will be inscribed
on a plaque that will be prominently affixed to each, respective donated bench. I extend a
special note of appreciation to Professor, Lou Barrella, for his hands-on availability to assist
me with assembling the benches, and much, much more on behalf of the museum.
Venice/New York Project:
The long-awaited arrival of the Torre di Luce (Tower of Light) is now in its final stage of its
transportation plans, as it has been disassembled, packed in crates, and transported to
Marghera, a seaport in Venice, Italy. The donor of the work of art, Giorgio Bortoli, reports that
its transportation, by cargo ship from Marghera to New York, is imminent.
Anita Fidelis Project:
The Anita Fidelis project is a worthy project that has been developed by Dr. Andrea Antonioli
and two of his associates. Dr Antonioli resides in Cesena, a city in the Emilia Romagna
region of Italy. The project is dedicated in honor of Anita Garibaldi and symbolized by a rose,
the Anita Rose. It aims to advance the image, values, virtues of women everywhere, in support of female equality. The rose has already been planted ceremoniously in various historically referenced places in Italy, and in Laguna, Brazil, where Ana Maria de Jesus Riberio da
Silva, aka Anita Garibaldi was born. Presently, with assistance from Lisa Serafini-Alonzi,
District VI State Trustee and Frances Cicero, GMM Administrator, the GMM is in process of
importing the Anita Rose to have it ceremoniously planted on the grounds of the museum.
The process of importation is expected to be completed within the next few weeks. At which
point, the planting ceremony will be scheduled, hopefully to coincide with the GMM’s annual
fundraiser luncheon on November 12, 2022. A guest list of numerous dignitaries from Italy,
and Brazil, who have already expressed interest in attending the ceremony in person, is
already being developed. More details will follow, as this very special project is brought to
completion.
Donations and Grants:
I was truly honored to have been among my fraternal brothers and sisters who attended the
live, in-person NYS Grand Lodge Convention, in early June. Our fraternal order is truly generous. Over $94,000 was donated to numerous worthy causes, including a collective sum of
$7,000 plus dollars donated to the GMM. It is reassuring to know that the overall level of generosity of our fraternal order continues to be unassailable, through thick and thin. A note of
acknowledgement and appreciation is extended to State President Michele Cangiano Ment,
First Vice President, Biagio Isgro, Carol DiTrapani, Ernest and Anna Magliato and numerous
other collaborators for organizing a very productive and enjoyable annual event.
The Staten Island Rotary Club and the Mid-Island Rotary Club of Staten Island have provided
the GMM with grants of $1,500 and $1,000, respectively. The funds will be useful to expand
the museum’s virtual media platform, coordinated by Tech. Consultant, Jessica Randazzo
and GMM Administrative Assistant, Amanda Seaman. The funds will also be used to partly
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pay for the recently purchased Antonio and Esterre Meucci mannequins and costumes,
which will richly embellish the museum’s Meucci exhibit room, thanks in large part to
Marianne Bortone Prince and Fran Cicero, and the artistic contribution of Professor William
J. Castello. A note of appreciation is extended to Grant Writer, Deirdre Haddad and GMM
Chief Administrator, Stephanie Lundegard for their collaboration in preparing and submitting the respective grant proposals.
GMM Events and Exhibitions:
An art exhibition opening reception was scheduled on Saturday, July 9th to show the artwork of Impressionist Artist, Gary Pizzolo. The art exhibition will be available for viewing at
the GMM from July 9th to the end of August. On July 11th, an open-air event was scheduled
in honor of Giuseppe Garibaldi’s 215th Birthday and in recognition of his valiant, heroic
wife, Anita Garibaldi. Dr. Frances Curcio was the event’s guest speaker. Dr. Curcio recently
visited Sardinia and Caprera and shared her exclusive visit to the Garibaldi Museum in
Caprera. On July 16th, Professor William J. Castello presented “American Music: The
Soundtrack of Our Lives”, a two-hour musical voyage representing eight generations of
America. All that and so much more. So, please visit the GMM website for complete details
relating to additional events and programs scheduled during the next few months.
Italian Language & Opera Classes:
On-site Italian language and opera classes are scheduled to begin in early fall. This year a
virtual component of Level I and II Italian language classes will be introduced and conducted by Diane de Bernardo and Lisa Serafini-Alonsi, respectively. Description of the courses
and registration procedures are forthcoming. So, please log on to the GMM website for
complete details.
GMM Luncheon Fundraiser:
The GMM’s quintessential annual luncheon fundraiser is scheduled to be held live at the
Staaten on November 12, 2022, starting at 12:00 noon. Please look for the “save the date”
notice in your mailbox.
GMM Finances:
As Chairman of the Board, I am especially grateful for the meticulous work and oversight
devoted by GMM CEO, Joseph Sciame, National overseers Chairperson, Carlo Matteucci
and Bookkeeper, Jorene Colontuono to maintain the GMM budget in good order.
GMM Membership:
Please do not forget to renew your GMM membership, as it becomes due for renewal.
Otherwise, give some serious thought to becoming a GMM member if you have not already
done so. The GMM membership application is readily available on the GMM website.
Furthermore, please log on to the GMM website, as frequently as possible, to review
upcoming programs and events at the GMM, and if you have time, please visit the GMM
Giftshop and make a purchase. In any case, please accept my gratitude for your ongoing
generous support to a historical place, whose history deserves to be revered and honored.
In conclusion, I extend a warm welcome to our newly installed GMM Commissioners:
Vincent Illuzzi and William Sanfilippo. I also resoundingly welcome Diane de Gregorio and
Lisa Serafini-Alonzi to the GMM family. Last and not by all means least, I want to extend
my congratulations to Anthony Capriola for his appointment as GMM Vice Chairperson. For
the past four years, Anthony has been a vital asset to the GMM during his tenure as GMM
Commissioner. I welcome him with open arms as I look forward to working collaboratively
to serve the needs of the GMM. As I look forward to welcoming four additional prospective
GMM Commissioners, I am heartened to see we have begun to form a formidable team
who will surely enrich the financial stability and prominence of our national treasure.
Finally, I encourage you to take time to reflect upon and pray for the comfort and wellbeing
of our fraternal brothers and sisters and their respective family members who are ill and suffering.
I wish you a safe and healthy fun-filled summer.
italymagazine.com

MUSEUM HAPPENINGS

Fraternally,
Carl J. Ciaccio
Chairman of the Board - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
cjciaccio@garibaldimeuccimuseum.org

Ana Maria de Jesus Ribeiro
or Anita Garibaldi

LOCAL LODGE NEWS
Memorial Day
Parades and
Remembrances for those
that gave the ultimate
sacrifice for our
United States of
America.
Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 - participated in the East Rochester Memorial
Parade on Saturday, May 28, 2022. A wreath was placed at the Station of Heroes
in the Edmund Lion Park to honor all the fallen soldiers from East Rochester.
The wreath is captioned: A wreath was placed at the Station of Heroes in
Edmund Lion Park to honor all the fallen soldiers from East Rochester. L- R:
members, Louis DeCarolis, Luigi DiFilippo, Vincent Giannantonio.

God Bless
America.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - on May 28 Cellini members with banner displayed walk in
honor of those that lost their lives for our country in the New Hyde Park Memorial Day
Parade.
Columbus Lodge #2143 - on May 30, members and friends marched in the
Massapequa Park Memorial Day Parade and donated a beautiful wreath for the
ceremony. (see photo below).

Italian Night - Eisenhower Park

The Father Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 is named after Servant of
God/Medal of Honor recipient Father Vincent R. Capodanno M.M. killed in
action in Vietnam on September 4th 1969. Twice a year we honor him. On
Memorial Day weekend we have a prayer service at his gravesite in St.
Peter's Cemetery on Staten Island. On/around September 4th a Memorial
Mass is held at the Father Capodanno Memorial Chapel on Fort Wadsworth
in Staten Island. Attached is a photo of our members at this year's prayer
service. L-R: Mary Kelly, Joe Ruggiero, Marcy Dabbene, Maria Castello
(Lodge President), Loretta Drogon, Bill King, Bill Castello and Dr. Vincent
Maligno.

- see Marianne Bortone Prince’s article on page 14; some photos of the night below.

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - Frank Alberti Memorial Golf Outing.
L to R: Chairman Tommy DeLuca, Lodge President Rosemarie
Baffo Stathes, honoree National Treasurer and Past NYS
President Joseph Rondinelli, our Sister Fran Alberti and wife of
the late Brother Frank Alberti, honoree National IPP and Past
NYS President Nancy DiFiore Quinn and honoree National CSJ
President and Past NYS President Robert Ferrito.
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2022 CONVENTION
BENE EMERITUS AWARD GIVEN TO ANTHONY NACCARATO - NYS IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

The prestigious Bene Emeritus Award was presented to Anthony Naccarato at the Convention
soiree night of June 3. Photo left: Tony at far
right, followed by Past 1st Lady Mary, National
Immediate Past President Nancy DiFiore Quinn,
National Third Vice President Thom Lupo and
current New York State President Michele
Cangiano Ment. Congratulations Tony to a welldeserved award steering the Order forward
especially during the COVID pandemic.

A Special thanks to Gene Loparco of Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 who stepped in to act as New York State ...
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2022 CONVENTION

... Photographer during the New York State OSDIA Convention to take 100’s of photos. Thank you (Grazie) Gene!
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LOCAL LODGE
HATS OFF TO
PER SEMPRE’S
HATS ON

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - one year Merge Anniversary & the Kentucky Derby Night at their May 11, 2022 Membership Meeting. With National & State Officers present, Per Sempre celebrated it’s 1 Year Anniversary of
becoming a strong, united, dynamic, productive entity! The Lodge also had some fun with pretty hats and well dressed men celebrating the Kentucky Derby! Winner of the Prettiest Hat Contest was Lodge Sister Marisa
Parish and the winner of the Best Dressed Man contest was Lodge Brother Tony Baffo. See Winner’s Circle photos on back page.
Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 - on July 17 hosted
its Summer Picnic. The picnic included a large variety of
food, raffles, and concluded with watermelon and
dessert. Music was provided by D.J. Rick Entertainment.
Photo below, left to right: Laura Taglienti-Vice President
Vigiano Brothers Lodge, James Cerullo-President Dr.
Vincenzo Sellaro, Camille Cerullo, Susan Rotoli, Keith
Wilson-NYS Recording Secretary, Anthony Rotoli-President Vigiano Brothers Lodge, Susan Soldano-1st Vice
President Constantino Brumidi Lodge, Carmine Soldano-District Deputy Guglielmo Marconi & Giuseppe
Nigro Lodges.

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - members generously donated Baby Shower items to SCO Family of
Services, Madonna Heights, located in Deer Park. This organization assists girls and young women in need.
Brumidi Lodge members spent hours organizing and sorting the gifts resulting in an impressive presentation.
The gifts were presented prior to the June General Membership Meeting. The Event was chaired by Lodge
Member, Virginia Usak, pictured above, front row far left, along with President Sabrina Savino (far right), two
SCO representatives and all the participating members. Photo above right shows donations.

Italians: Our Origins

blonde, red, brown, or black hair. If you travel to Italy you encounter some Italians with a light complexion while others are on the dark side. I often hear, “you don’t look Italian.” How could we “look Italian” when our ancestors came from all over the world!

By Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo

An Italian is a citizen of Italy who shares a common cultural heritage. Italians have a certain
common way of viewing the world and of handling social interactions. For example, the building block
of all Italian society is primarily the family. Italians are a people in possession of a common standard
language, heritage, traditions and customs.

Without a doubt, all people who have come to Italy have left their mark. Their
blood has mingled with the original inhabitants of the Italian peninsula for more
than 200,000 years before the founding of Rome in 753 B.C. The Villanovan culture (c. 900–700 B.C.), regarded as the earliest phase of the Etruscan civilization, was the earliest Iron Age culture of Central Italy and Northern Italy. Other
inhabitants who lived in Italy thousands of years ago were the Sicans, Sicets,
Elymians, and Romans.
Many groups entered Italy as invaders and/or settlers. The list below represents some of
these groups but does not include others who have immigrated to Italy in modern times including
Ethiopians, various nationalities from North Africa and other refugees from around the world. The
island of Sicily was particularly attractive to some of these groups.
Normans – French from Normandy who are descended from the Vikings
Greeks, Saracens – Arabs
Phoenicians – modern Africa
Spanish, Carthaginians – northern Africa
Byzantines – Turkey
Aragonese – Spain
Spartans – Greece
Austrians, Vandals, Goths, Croats, Slovenes, Ostrogoths, Swabians – Germany
Angevines – western France
Jews, Albanians, Etruscans – Middle East
Serbs, Franks – Germany

A majority of Italians look to the cities and urban life for models of behavior. Religion, education and migration have all had an effect on the degree to which Italians evidence a national consciousness. Italy is a mosaic of different peoples and customs on the surface; but Italy is divided to a
greater degree on a socio-economic level rather than cultural-linguistic influences.
Contrary to most views, Italians relish their uniqueness as a people. It is still possible to
state that Italians have many shared characteristics while at the same time acknowledging the existence of so much diversity. In fact, the Romans ruled a large part of the known world for around 500
years, mingling their blood with the French, Germans, Spanish, English, North Africans, Middle Easterners, etc. Italians have married into many other ethnic groups across the continents resulting in a
vast amount of humanity around the world that have legitimate claim to “roots in the boot.” Even
though Italians are related to people spanning the globe, a much larger number of them have adopted
Italian food, fashion, music, art, architecture, etc. Italy has the eight largest economy in the world
(2022) and thus carries a commanding influence. Italians to this day continue to have an effect on the
whole of society through their great contributions to the entire world.
While today’s Italians come from many origins, they have more in common than most
believe. You see and feel a thread that unites a people when you travel throughout Italy’s many
regions. You know you’re in Italy no matter what part you choose to visit. Today, 96% of the Italians
speak the standard Italian language. A common language, education and modern media and communication have helped to unite the Italian people. The diversity that exists in Italy doesn’t bother the
average Italian. Italy and the Italians have become true models for unity in diversity!

Many Italians that you meet do not necessarily fit the Italian stereotype. Some Italians have
Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S.
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LOCAL LODGE - SCHOLARSHPS
The Antonio Meucci
Lodge #213
Scholarship
Recipients Left -Right:
Robert Cermele,
Sophia Milandro,
Gianna Eglauf, Eva
Zingone, Nicholas
Fontana, Jeffrey
D’Ambrosio. Student
not in attendance,
Julia Pennella.

On June 21
Per Sempre
Lodge #2344 had its
Scholarship Night. Standing
left to right: 2nd VP &
Scholarship Committee
Member Gerardo Filippone,
Scholarship Recipients: Jami
DeLuca, Alicia Caracciolo and
Anthony Verdino, IPP and
Scholarship Chairperson Elaine
D’Arrigo Mendez. Sitting left to
right: Lodge Deputy Mary
Naccarato, Immediate Past
National President Nancy
DiFiore Quinn, President
Rosemarie Baffo Stathes,
Trustee & Scholarship
Committee Member Vera
D’Arrigo. Students not in attendance: Natalie Burke, Luca
Cutolo, Kaitlyn Lavella,
Connor Lewis.

Marco Polo Lodge #2214. On June 28, 20222 awarded scholarships to 7 High School Seniors. Back row
left to right, State District Deputy William Sanfilippo, Isabella Bonaqura, Luca Vellon, Valentina Masi, Elisa
De Castro, Erica Neri, Michael Porcelli. Seated left to right: Scholarship Chair William Zino, Lodge President
John Simonetti. Recipient not in attendance Carmine Falco.

O
S
D
I
A
YOUTH!

Le Amiche Lodge #2550, Yonkers NY - Annual Scholarship Awards Dinner on July 14, 2022 honoring a
very well deserving student, Kyle Cocks, the grandson of member Adelia Landi. Pictured from left to right
seated are: Adelia Landi, NY OSDIA State President Michele Ment, Honoree Kyle Cocks, Kyle’s mother and
father. Standing: Le Amiche President Cathy Lembo Lloyd, Scholarship Chairperson Teri Tirone, Committee
Member Denise Viviano, Committee Member Allison Montovelli. A wonderful evening was had by all celebrated with a delicious dinner and an awards ceremony followed by a ceremonial cake.

Columbus Lodge #2143 - Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon on June 12. Congratulations to all 15 scholarship recipients.
Thank you to everyone who helped with this event. A special thank you to Ed Bochynski and Peter Raffaele, Co-Chair. Through the
years Columbus has awarded over 650 scholarships.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - Annual Scholarship Awards on June 22. Pictured here are 10
scholarship recipients holding placards. Left to right in back are Linda Iadevaia,
President Mary Modica and Joe Sciame of the Scholarship Committee.

Congratulations to All Scholarship Recipients in All Lodges!
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The Sicilian Tenors Perform Italian
Night at Eisenhower Park

and New York City. I thought our
readers would enjoy reading a
short bio that I found on their
website.

Aaron Caruso has been
on stage since the
“And Oh, What a Night it Was” performing
age of six and attended the
world-renowned Interlochen Arts
By Marianne Bortone Prince
Academy.
He earned his
Bachelor’s Degree in Vocal
Performance with an Italian
The Sicilian Tenors are best Minor from the University of Michigan. He speaks four
known for “taking their languages fluently, and can sing in seven, including Russian,
audiences on a romantic Latin, and German. He has studied opera abroad in Italy,
journey from Hollywood to Broadway to Italy with operatic and in New York City with the late Maestro Luigi Veccia, an
tenor voices, singing a wide variety of marvelous songs that eight-year student of Marcello and Mario Del Monaco. Aaron
America loves.” The trio did not fall short of that description also specializes in Classic Neapolitan music.
when they performed on June 27th, in spite of the clouds and
drizzle that evening (a short-lived drizzle, that is).
Elio Scaccio, a performing artist since early childhood, has
been singing his entire life. In college, he focused special
Very special thanks to the Grand Lodge of New York OSDIA attention on studying jazz vocal technique and performance.
Culture & Education Chair and State Past State President He continued classical training at the renowned Peabody
Carolyn Reres, who arranged the Sicilian Tenors’ Conservatory at Johns Hopkins. Since that time, he has
performance. It will be an evening that will long remain in the trained under the supervision of several renowned opera
memory of all those in attendance. The volume of comments tenors, but he has always maintained his unmistakable pop
I heard from fellow OSDIA Lodge members give testimony to essence. Elio is a crossover performer, singing classical pop
that fact. Words such as “incredible, amazing, spectacular, standards, Italian ethnic, and occasionally vintage rock.
the best ever; I wish my parents were still with me and
accompanied me tonight,” were echoed over and over as we
departed the Harry Chapin Lakeside Theatre at Eisenhower Sam Vitale is a graduate of the University of the Michigan
School of Music and continued his studies in New York City
Park in Nassau County.
under the late Maestro Luigi Veccia. Sam has performed the
Joseph Sciame, OSDIA National/State Past President and lead tenor roles in Carmen, La Traviata, Rigoletto,The
President of the Sons of Italy Foundation acted as the Phantom of the Opera, Don Giovanni (performed in Cortona,
evening’s Master of Ceremonies. The Italian and American Italy) and Pagliacci. Sam is a proud United States Air Force
National Anthems were beautifully sung by Maria Irace and veteran of both Operations Desert Shield & Desert Storm.
Olivia Duffy, respectively. The event is part of the Nassau While in the Air Force, he won first place in the Worldwide
County Parks’ International Music Nights Concert Series Tops in Blue Competition, Classical Division.
through the office of Bruce A. Blakeman, Nassau County
Executive. Representatives from Bruce A. Blakeman’s office I mentioned a “short lived drizzle” in my opening paragraph
were on hand to present Citations to District II OSDIA Lodge because no sooner than the Sicilian Tenors began singing,
Presidents in attendance.
the sun broke through the clouds, the rain stopped and soon
after, a rainbow appeared across the sky. Once again,
The music genre selected by tenors Aaron Caruso, Elio memories are certainly made of this.
Scaccio, and Sam Vitale was so varied that I closed my eyes
during each selection and was mentally transported to
another place and time. I imagined I was seated in the
Metropolitan Opera House listening to “E lucevan le stelle”
from the Puccini opera Tosca. Later in the evening, they sang
“Arrivederci Roma”; closed my eyes again and I was nine
years old, sitting with my mom in the Laconia Theatre in the
Bronx viewing the Mario Lanza movie The Seven Hills of
Rome. Not long after, the tenors sang “That’s Amore” and
“Volare”. In the blink of an eye my next imaginary journey
took me back to our family living room in the late 1960s,
where we watched the Dean Martin show with guest
appearances by Sinatra and Jerry Vale. Another stop in my
“sentimental journey” was the Majestic Theatre, as the tenors
sang selections from Phantom of the Opera.
The Sicilian Tenors delivered a lighthearted, as well as
serious performance that night at Eisenhower Park. They
have performed across the United States (including
Carnegie Hall and Las Vegas) and have sung patriotic songs
at major sporting events for MLB, NFL, and NHL games. The
tenors have headlined the country’s largest Italian festivals in
Milwaukee, Detroit, Kansas City, San Diego, Miami, Boston,

l-r soloist Maria Irace; pianist Mrs. Aaron Caruso; tenors Aaron
Caruso, Elio Scaccio, and Sam Vitale; Grand Lodge of New
York OSDIA Culture & Education Chair, Carolyn Reres; OSDIA
National/State Past President and President of the Sons of
Italy Foundation, Joseph Sciame; soloist Olivia Duffy.

Poetry

Poesia
Robert Savino is the
Past President of the,
Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
and Suffolk County
Poet Laureate 20152017

Lady Blue Morpho
I saved you once from the crush of death,
from rubber ridged new soles
of children romping in the playground,
not too far from your cocoon.
I sat by the lake on a bench made of trees,
early summer, missing you,
until that humid Wednesday
when I felt you close to me again,
when I felt you on my shoulder.
I knew it was you by the titillating tickle,
a tickle that would return each day,
but not for long before it disappeared.
Disappeared only to appear again
one overcast day, that blue Monday,
when my eyes opened to a murky lake
from a tingle on my wrist,
that fond familiar tickle.
Alas, a beautiful collage of cerulean,
peacock and ultramarine; angel-winged,
fluttering somewhat flirtatiously,
best friends, again, until summer’s end.
Every summer since, I await the first sweat bead,
the sensation of raised hair on my wrist,
that bracelet of memories on your very spot,
the impression that will remain mine in time,
undeniable, yet ageless, lady blue morpho.

Farfallina Morpho Blu
Ti salvai una volta da morte violenta,
da suole nuove di gomma sporgente
dei ragazzini che, nel parco giochi,
vicino al tuo bozzolo giocavan sfrenati.
Su un banco di rami, accanto al lago seduto,
ai primi giorni d’estate tu mi mancavi
sino a quando quell’umido mercoledì
accanto a me ti trovai di nuovo
quando ti sentii toccarmi la spalla.
Lo sapevo chi eri dal solletico titillante
che arrivava ogni giorno
e spariva in breve tempo.
Spariva e riappariva ancora una volta
un giorno uggioso, quel lunedì blu,
quando aprii gli occhi su un torbido lago
per un formicolio venutomi al polso,
quell’amato, familiare solletico.
Ahimè! Che bel collage di cielo blu,
di colori-pavone, di blu profondo oscuro;
con ali d’angelo svolazzando un po’ civettuola,
ancora una volta per sempre amici del cuore
sino alla fine della calda stagione.

District II Presidents holding their Citations are l-r: Mary Modica, Cellini Lodge #2206; Kathy Sanfilippo, Galileo Galilei Lodge
#2253; Rosemarie DiChiara, Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372; Anthony Vasaturo, Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180; John
Simonetti, Marco Polo Lodge #2214; John Sarcone, Vice President of the Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163; Frank Franchi, Vice
President of the Columbus Lodge #2143; Peter Prudente, John Michael Marino Lodge #1389; Joseph Gallo, Loggia Glen Cove
#1016.
Marianne is New York State Deputy and Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389.
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D’allora in poi, ogni estate attendo ancora
Il primo sudore che mi bagna la pelle,
il tatto dei peli che mi solleticano il polso,
quel braccialetto di memorie dove tu ti posavi,
uno stampo tutto mio che nel tempo si espande
innegabile, giovane, e per sempre eterno
oh! mia farfallina Morpho Blu.
Italian Translation by Mario Macaluso, Ph.D. Austin, Texas

I
j

E

W

I

T

M
l
h

CASTLES OF NAPLES: NAPOLI, LA CITTÀ DEI SETTE CASTELLI
by Sal Moschella - Golden Lion Editor Emeritus

“O

nce upon a time ….” for that is how all stories about castles begin. Some of us may well remember the alluring
fable of the young princess Rapunzel standing at the window of the tallest turret of her castle and asked by her suitor to let
down her long hair so that he could climb-up to her chamber. Strictly
a romantic fable. Castles were built mainly to defend a territory.
Castles were fortresses designed for war.

Throughout its three millennia, Neapolis, the original Greek name for
New City, was strategically located in the Mediterranean and the center of the then world. Rich in its own means, it was always the target
of pirates and other marauders. Due to its location, it was occupied and conquered by many
foreign nations. It was a location of choice by enemies from the very beginning, and the castles
were built mostly under the occupation of the French and then the Spaniards, to protect the
gem of the Mediterranean from all enemies.
Throughout the years, the strategically located Neapolitan city had constructed a defensive
system unequal to few other cities. Seven castles: Castel Capuano, Castel dell ‘Ovo, Castel
Nuovo (Maschio Angioino), Castel Sant ‘Elmo, Castello del Carmine, Castello di Nisida, and
the Forte di Vigliena, were tactically arranged to defend from the sea the important Gulf and
city of Naples. I lived within walking distance from three of them: Castel dell’ Ovo, Capuano,
and Nuovo. At that time, as a youngster, these structures did not have any factual meaning to
me, therefore I regarded them as crumbling old buildings, unaware of their rich historical value.
Now that I’m surpassed my salad days, I’ve acquired an inquisitiveness to look back into centuries and peek at their rich histories.
Castel Capuano
One of the nearest to where I lived is the 2nd oldest of the seven. It was erected in the 12th
century by the Norman king William I (Guglielmo I), The castle was so called, because it is
located at the beginning of a major road to the city of Capua. It was built on the ruins of an
ancient ducal building from the Roman/ Byzantine times. The castle served as a temporary
royal seat for kings of Naples. The castle housed the nobles of the conquering Spaniards until
in the sixteenth century, when all the city courts of justice housed there and transformed the
castle into a courthouse and prisons. Little remains of the old structure because of the many
restorations. Until recently it housed the Naples Hall of Justice.
Castel dell’Ovo
Guglielmo I also began the re-construction of Castel dell’Ovo in 1279 on the former island of
Megaride to protect the inner harbor. It was built on a previous fortification made by monks who
in the past settled on the islet, thus making it the oldest fortress of the seven. According to legend, the castle takes its name from an egg that was placed under the foundation to support
the fortifications. The fate of Naples would be in the hands of this egg, it would remain safe
only if it remains intact. Had the egg been broken, the castle would have been destroyed and
a series of disastrous events for Naples. The egg remains there today along with the impressive castle rising out of the sea. The castle today is one of the top tourist attractions.
Maschio Angioino / Castel Nuovo
When Charles I of Anjou (Carlo D’angiò,) was expelled from his throne in Sicily during the
Sicilian Vespers (rebellion against the tyrannical French) in 1282, he transferred the capital of
the kingdom from Palermo to Castel Capuano in Naples. According to the monarch Castel
Capuano could not be a residence worthy for a king and decided that a palace more suitable
for a king should be built at a new location and designated Castel Nuovo (New Castle), or more
commonly known as Maschio Angioino named after the house of Anjou. Its construction was
more typical to a medieval French castle construction with five towers and a moat. A castle
worthy for a king. It became the royal seat for kings of Naples and later, for the Aragons and
Bourbons of Spain.
Castel dell’Ovo

The basement consists of a dungeon better known as the crocodile pit. According to ancient
legend it tells of mysterious disappearances of prisoners due to a crocodile that penetrated
through an opening in the basement and dragged the detainees into the sea to oblivion. As of
today, the mystery of the infamous crocodile seems unsolved. It is believed that those unaccounted prisoners either escaped or were secretly assassinated and kept secret. The castle is
nowadays the venue of cultural events, and it houses the Municipal Museum of Naples. It is
now, after the natural beauty of the city, is the most visited site for tourists
Castello Sant’Elmo
Atop the Vomero hill, there is a medieval castle with a commanding view of the entire bay of
Naples, - Castello Sant’Elmo. Construction began in 1275 during d’Anjou era. Originally built
as a fortified residence, in 1329 turrets were added turning it into a castle. It was severely damaged in an earthquake in 1456. During the short-lived Neapolitan Revolution of 1799 against
their Bourbon king Ferdinando IV of Naples, the castle was conquered by the people. When
the revolution was suppressed, it became the prison of the most important protagonists of the
revolution. Today it houses a museum.
Castello di Nisida
Located merely yards away from the Naples’ shoreline sits the small rocky island of Nisida. The
castle was built in the fourteenth century in the Angevin era. It stood at a strategic location at
entrance to the bay. In the sixteenth century it became part of the powerful defensive system
of the Bay of Naples. With the plague epidemic of 1626, it became a hospital to accommodate
the sick. During the Bourbon era, it was a prison for political prisoners. Today it houses the
Penal Institute for juveniles.
Castel del Carmine
The Castle of del Carmine was commissioned in 1382 during the Angevin period. It became
part of city walls as a defensive bulwark to defend it from attacks, both by sea and by land. It
was a vast complex built exclusively for military use. The castle was the scene as soon as four
years after its construction of a land battle between two French factions. In 1662, during the
Spanish governance, it was remodeled from a fortification and used as military quarters. The
castle was largely demolished in 1906 to rectify surrounding streets layout. In its place arose
a military complex that was eventually demolished. Only a tower and a stretch of a wall flanking
the tower remain today.
Fortezza di Vigliena
Last, but not least, is the Fortress di Vigliena, of which very little remains today. It was built in
1702 by Marquis of Villena, Spain, from whom it took its name. On June 13, 1799, two ecclesiastic factions dueled for the possession of the castle. When the revolutionary defenders of
the castle, being outnumbered and the impossibility of winning, they decided to set fire to the
castle. An explosion followed destroying it. All that is visible today is mostly the outline of the
foundation and portions of the lower outer walls. The remains are presently unattended and
located in an industrial area.
From the very beginning, the castles successfully protected Naples from all enemies from the
sea. But in the 1940s, without any castles in the air to defend her, the city was severely
attacked from the sky by Allied bombers. It became the most-bombed Italian city during World
War II in number of air-raids.
Four of the castles that have survived the ravages of time, war, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and other disasters are pictured below.
Sources: Wikipedia.org; www.vesuviolive.it/cultura; www.visitnaples-la-citta-dei-sette-castelli#:
https://grandecampania.it/i-sette-castelli-di-napoli
Sal Moschella is a Past Editor of the Golden Lion (1997-2017); and a member of Columbus Lodge #2143 of
Farmingdale, since 1978.

Castel Sant’Elmo

Castel Nuovo

Castel Nisida
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SURVEILLANCE

S

Fe r r y r i d e t o m a g i c a l S a r d i n i a
by Mike Cutillo

urveillance is big business today. Sometimes it is
distressing as it affects me. I feel there is no privacy for the sake of safety. I never know if I am on
stage! A camera can silently record every move. My
neighbor has driveway motion detectors and a video
doorbell. I wonder if I should primp and smile while I wait
for their greeting. There is no place to hide even in an
elevator when you have an itchy nose. Your image can
be flashed across the globe. Is this a good thing?

It was like a movie scene – and in my mind’s eye will
probably remain that way forever. At least I hope so.

When I lived in Brooklyn years ago my friend’s grandfather was a night watchman. I could never understand how he stayed awake all night. I guess he was
use to the duty learned as a sentry in the military. He was assigned to small construction sites to prohibit thieves from syphoning gas from forklifts, or stealing
tools and bricks. He used only low-tech binoculars! He would be unemployed
today because cameras have us covered from every angle.

About 10 hours later, Saturday, May 21 dawned under a
bright blue sky, and instead of a very metropolitan city that we left behind, we were
approaching the much more rustic island of Sardinia, her craggy hills off in the distance, separated from our ship by the sparkling water of the Tyrrhenian Sea.

My family had no need for camera protection when I was growing up. We had a
vicious German Shepard named Rex that guarded our backyard. I was afraid of
him, so Rex never came into the house. He was the best surveillance, barked
like crazy at every passerby and especially at anyone who jumped the fence and
tried to steal figs from our bountiful fig tree!
When my children were toddlers we improvised a primitive system with bells on
their shoes so we could detect their whereabouts in the house. Despite that amateur attempt, my son was able to get into my Italian virgin olive oil and spilled it
all over the kitchen floor. He was fast and also had fun breaking some lovely
dishes. Now we use baby monitors in cribs and our teenagers can be traced on
their phones and cars - all with the assistance of technology locators. Youngsters
too, complain about privacy and try to block intrusive parental surveillance.
Italy has a respected tradition of “portiere”, a doorman. He safeguards the
access doorways by watching who enters or leaves a building. Residents are
comfortable as he greets and even chats with them about the weather or “gossip”
about the latest news! Now, because cameras are everywhere I wonder if that
tradition has been replaced by an overhead blinker camera?
Despite red light camera warnings, “photo enforced” in my town, I have been
caught and fined a few times. They don’t suggest you smile for those photos. We
smiled and took snapshots to record special occasions years ago to send to Italy.
Oh well.
Actually, I am thankful for the cameras today if they deter any harm to innocent
victims. They are effective in crowds or dangerous travel situations for quick
identification of culprits. Our law enforcement officers are now issued and wear
body cameras. They are dependent on help from many technology devices in
their service to humanity.
Now I am used to being accompanied (followed) by a camera. Sometimes I wave
at them. I am confident that this is a good process. I’ll get used to it and keep
smiling.

As darkness set in on the night of Friday, May 20, our
ferry pulled slowly away from the historical Ligurian
Coast city of Genoa, its famous lighthouse beckoning
from increasingly further and further away as were thousands of twinkling lights from the port … from other ships
… and from the city itself.

As we had put the plans together for our first group trip to Italy since the pandemic
— one week on the Italian Riviera and one week on Sardinia – the overnight sea
crossing from mainland to island worked out almost exactly as we had envisioned
it. The sun set as we left Genoa and rose as we approached what would be our
home for the second leg.
This was the 10th group trip to Italy in 20 years that I have organized with the help
of my cousin-in-law, a former travel agent and fellow OSDIA member, so we wanted to make it extra special for our folks, 44 strong on this adventure. Part of that
was the ferry ride itself, and calling it a ferry is an understatement, perhaps making
you think of something like the Staten Island Ferry. Decades ago, this particular
ship actually was a cruise ship and though smaller than today’s behemoths, it is
still large enough to carry buses, train cars, and who knows how many trucks,
campers and automobiles — including, we found out as we disembarked, a number of shiny Ferraris from the Ferrari Club of Sardinia.
Vito, our bus driver, pulled our 55-passenger coach right up into the underbelly of
that ship, so that once our ferry cruised into the small port city of Olbia (population
59,000 compared to Genoa’s 583,000) we all just climbed into the bus and were
on our way to our Sardinian adventure, which included seven nights in the island’s
capital city of Cagliari.
Sardinia — or Sardegna in Italian (sar-DAY-nya) — is not named for sardines,
although you can order up some very tasty ones at any number of restaurants. It’s
believed that it was named after a legendary woman named Sardo who was born
in Sardis in the Kingdom of Lydia, which would be Turkey today.
To say that the island drips with history would be another understatement. Its
indigenous people, the Nuragic Sardinians, flourished from about the 18th century
BC and left behind round tower-fortresses made of huge rocks. Called nuraghe,
about 7,000 of these edifices still dot the landscape and leave visitors wondering
how they possibly could have been built in such prehistoric times, much like
Stonehenge in England. Our group spent the first afternoon on Sardinia exploring
one, the nuraghe Losa, whose central tower was built in the 14th century BC. At
one point in my life, the 2,000-year-old
Roman Colosseum was the oldest thing I
ever touched … until I put my paws on that
3,400-year-old nuraghe.
Sardinia has a reputation of being somewhat
mysterious, and the nuraghes certainly play
a role in that. But some of the other things we
experienced on the island were decidedly
less curious … like traditional foods such as
culurgiones (like ravioli) and sebadas (an
exquisite dessert) and great wines such as
carignano and vermentino, lovely beaches
flickr.com
such as Poetto and Costa Sud, and oldschool olive oil facilities like Olio del Tempio in Dolianova.

flickr.com

Florence is a Founding member & Past President of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372. Flo is the author
of The Scent of Jasmine - Vignettes from a Sicilian Heritage (Pub. Legas). Flo studied in Perugia and Siena
Italy under National Fulbright and NYS teacher grants.
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Yes, Sardinia, like so much of Italy, is a magical place. And just a romantic ferry
ride away from the mainland.
Mike Cutillo is a proud past president of Geneva Lodge 2397. Contact him at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com
Find his book “George Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races: My Italian-American Life” on
amazon.com.

Welcome (Benvenuti )
To All New Members
District I
2211
Joyce Borelli
Julianne Di Donato
Mary Sweeting
2442
Masso Mione
District II
1389
Mark Maleno
Peter Martines
Rosemary Caserta Uhle
2163
Richard Alfieri
Barbara Alfieri
2163A
Lois DeVito
2206
Maria Scalice
2245
John Giuffre
2846
Christine Young
Mitchell Young
District III
83
Frank Coppola
Michele DiMaggio Stewart
Joseph Hladki Jr.
Steven Piacquadio
Philip D’Arrigo
Anthony La Grassa
2143
Kenneth Ciani
Richie Lansone
Anthony Napolitano
William Spoering
2214
Diane Albergo
2253
Kathryn Baglivo
Michael Baglivo
Mary Tramuto-Gatt
Carmela Cascio-Okey

District IV
213
Marianne Indusi
Frank Zappa
2629
Pasquale Lombardo
District VI
215
Jeffrey Arrigo
Michael Philip Bucci
John Cardazzi
Lynn Goyer
Michael Goyer
Karen Finney
Valerie Farone
Rick Foggo
Donavan Kenney
JoDee Kenney
Sarah Morrison
David Nicholas
Josephine Massie
Marisol Isgro
Tony Palucci
John Silver
Nicholas Yola
James O’Hare

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

The Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
initiated a new member in May
General Membership Meeting.
Pictured are Membership Committee
Chair Lucille Romanello, new member Julieanne DiDonato and Lodge
President Sabrina Savino.

The Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Initiation of new members at the general meeting on June 28, 2022.
Front Row- Mark Falcone, Joanna Falcone, Giuseppe D’Alessandro, Caterina DiTillio, Denise Pilato,
President, Mario Cermele, John Pilato, Nick DeMaria. Back Row- Fernando Alpucho, Daniel Cochrane

District VII
1916
Filomena Capozzi
Yvonne Visram
Yvonne Scheineir
District VIII
2270
Jeffrey A. Arigo
Mark Chester
Philomena Mascitti Giambrone
Joann Giambrone Rath
Lorraine Palucci
Tony Palucci
Karen Pele

The Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 on March 22, initiated 13 new members: Annamaria Masucci, Joseph
Monticello, Emil Mucin, Richard Solak, Marianne Solak, Frank Zappa, Heidi Banzinger, Dennis Capossela,
Lucille Capossella, Marcelo Correa Jr., Guy De Santis, Edward Luciano and Annamaria Luciano.

Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 - The oldest active
OSDIA Lodge in the entire state of New York, and the third
oldest in the nation, the Lodge continued its legacy this
past quarter with the initiation of six new members. The
Lodge will soon realize its 111th Anniversary on
September 14th. Photo right, appearing l-r is: Marianne
Bortone Prince, NY State Deputy; new member Anthony
LaGrassa; Lodge President Lorraine Corsa; new members Joseph Hladki, Jr., Steven Piacquadio, and Michele
DiMaggio Stewart; Lodge Immediate Past President Linda
Cerbone.
Photo left - On behalf of the officers and members of the
Lodge, President Lorraine Corsa presented outgoing
President Linda Cerbone with a special recognition plaque
commemorating the years Linda served as Lodge
President. Appearing in the presentation photo is l-r
President Lorraine Corsa and Immediate Past President
Linda Cerbone.
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KING & QUEEN

Authors, Characters, and Books, Something for Everyone
by Pasquale Scida

Michael Dibdin was born in London in 1941. After beginning
studies on a master’s degree in English and qualifying as a
teacher he moved to Italy, teaching English at the university in
Perugia. Since discovering his novels I have been fascinated
by his ability as a non-Italian, to bring Italy, its humor, and its
darker side to readers. Dibdin is the creator of the introspective
anti-hero Aurelio Zen, a Detective-Investigator for the Italian
Polizia Nazionale. Zen lacks some of the high moral standards
of traditional protagonists often doing the right thing for the
wrong reasons. My favorite Dibdin novel is Dead Lagoon in
which we are introduced to Venice, Zen’s hometown, in all its
architectural and human shades of light and dark. Zen is being
paid under the table to search for a missing American millionaire, and at the same time is
on assignment by his mother searching for the tormentors of an old lady in her ancient
lagoon side home. Mystery lovers will not be disappointed by Dibdin’s Zen novels.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - new King and Queen crowned! Former ones give thanks. From left to right CoChairperson, Joan Marchiselli, former King, Michael Vitucci crowned his brother (next in photo) Peter
Vitucci, President, Mary Modica, new Queen, Caitlin Fitzpatrick, crowned by her cousin (next in photo)
Julianna Squillante and Co-Chairperson Member Phyllis Capasso.

Have not seen Kings and Queens lately. Perhaps
your lodge can start it up again and of course send to
the Golden Lion to showcase our youth, the future of
our Order.

- the Editor vvv

Below is a great example of a young adult’s contribution to OSDIA - send the editor a short description and or picture of a prominent youth in your lodge.
Cellini Lodge #2206 – Matt Duffy Jr. is a prime example
that there are young adults willing to make a difference in
the Order. Matt started off by doing community service,
becoming the Cellini King and receiving scholarship awards.
Matt has been in the lodge since 2017. He also, has been
an Officer, serving as Recording and Corresponding
Secretary and chaired a Trivia Night event. His parents and
siblings (more youthful kids in their 20’s) are also Cellini
members. An aspiring actor, Matt performed in numerous
short videos, commercials and Off -Broadway plays such as
The House of Blue Leaves, by John Guare. During Covid,
Matt started a business, Reel Gold Rundown LLC and
became a social media influencer – he affectionately calls
his fans “Gold Diggers.” While importantly remaining in the
lodge, he is off to the West Coast - Matt was accepted into
a two-year accelerated program at Southwestern Law
School in Los Angeles, California, with an entertainment
concentration!

Columbus Lodge #2143 - on June 5 Columbus Lodge had a membership booth at the Massapequa
Chamber of Commerce Street Fair and it was very successful.
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Alessandro Manzoni has been compared to Tolstoy and hailed as the author of one of the
greatest novels of all time, The Betrothed, (I Promessi Sposi.) Manzoni was born in Milan
in 1785 to wealthy parents destined to break their marriage before he was ten.
Considered a dunce at age 15, by 30, learned Europeans called him a genius after reading his play The Count of Carmagnola, depicting the 1400’s struggle between the
Lombards and the Venetians. Manzoni’s The Betrothed, is a book on the scale of Great
Expectations or Hawaii. Written 200 years ago, it rolls out from a modern perspective recognizable early on. It begins with the heroine Lucia who is prevented from marrying Renzo
by a local aristocrat, who terrorizes the parish priest into delaying the marriage while he
tries to bed her first. The Book is listed on Amazon with hundreds of reviewers who say
they couldn’t put it down. One seventy-year-old said, “if I read it when I was younger, I
might have been a better person.” Most of these reviewers are not Italian or Italian
Americans who will bring a deeper understanding of Italian culture and Catholicism to this
sweeping novel of Italy. Both the Penguin and Everyman Classics are good translations.
The Betrothed: personally, I can’t say enough about it.
Salvo Montalbano is a fictional police chief and brilliant detective who lives on the outskirts
of Vigata, a fictional town modeled after Ragusa in southeastern Sicily. Montalbano along
with a team of engaging characters appears in 28 bestselling novels and made for Italian
TV movies, written by Andrea Camilleri, born in Sicily in 1925. Montalbano is honest,
decent, loyal, immensely likable, and, has his own way of doing things, irritating his superiors endlessly. In Sicily melancholy is everywhere. A sense that life is hard, for the natural
reasons of work and supporting oneself and family, but also because of the oppressive
nature of the criminal and corrupt elements in society and the seemingly impenetrable,
uncaring bureaucratic nature of the state. Still, for Sicilians, life is worth living for the good
found in it, for God who loves us, for our families and our love for one another. Sicilian life
and a critical commentary of the times are woven into these stories without putting a drag
on their page turning narrative. Montalbano is fun loving, loves to eat, loses his temper
over little things, tells little lies to those he loves, and, at the same time is kind, brave, cunning, and compassionate, in short, Italian, and very Sicilian. In the movie series
Montalbano is brought to life by Luca Zingaretti who has become Montalbano for millions
of fans throughout the world, just as Sean Connery became James Bond. The movies,
available on Amazon TV are in Italian with clear English subtitles and are lush with the
scenery Ragusa, the Sicilian countryside, and the sea. I recommend beginning with the
books first and then the movies with the following titles, The Shape of Water and The Terra
Cotta Dog.
Mark Rotella, Amore; The Story of Italian American Song. Music is said to be “visceral,”
when we hear Sinatra sing, “come fly with me” or Tony Bennett croon “the shadow of your
smile” we don’t just “hear” the singers’ words and the orchestra playing, we feel it “physically.” This feeling “in the gut” as some might say, is often connected with the music having been a backdrop to our lives. How we danced to Dion’s “Runaround Sue” or Frankie
Valli’s “Sherry”, or when we hear Jimmy Roselli‘s “Anema e’ Cuore,” our minds transport
us back to Grandmas Kitchen and we can almost smell the meatballs frying. Italian
Americans have had a marked, some say a dominating influence on popular music in the
United States and the world throughout the 20th Century and even into the twenty-first.
From Louis Prima and before him to the obvious in Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra to
Frankie Valli and Springsteen and now Lady Gaga, and all the names of Italian Americans
you never heard of who wrote the songs. Mark Rotella in Amore; The Story of Italian
American Song relates this history beautifully. Trust me you will have a happy and joyful
“gut reaction,” to this book.
Blood of My Blood: The Dilemma of Italian Americans by Richard Gambino. I have heard
this book described as “getting to the inner soul of how Italian Americans think and
behave.” Personally, I find it shocking and disappointing that Americans find books about
organized crime more important than the truth about the values of more than 25 million
Italian Americans. If you are Italian American, this book is about you, who and what you
are vs your parents and grandparents. In effect, how and why you have become such
courageous, hardworking, loving and giving Americans. The psychology and sociology of
first, second and third generation Italians is masterfully delivered here with autobiographical notes from the author, who grew up in Brooklyn. I recommend this book to my fellow
Italian Americans from the bottom of my heart.
Pasquale Scida is the Past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 - pat_scida@hotmail.com.

SUPPORT NEW YORK STATE OSDIA CHARITIES

SAVE THE DATE

DON’T FORGET - AUGUST 6
COOLEY’S ANEMIA

GIFT OF SIGHT LUNCHEON

SUMMER FAMILY BBQ
&

SEPTEMBER 10, 2022

CARNIVAL FUNDRAISER
Power to the People
(continued from p. 4)
I received a bevy of blessings, an excess of
empathies and a plethora of prayers.
And I humbly asked and received it at the
Convention and wonderful members came up to
me to tell me their thyroid stories. I also asked
at my own lodge and on facebook (one of the
few good reasons I am on it).
Letters, get-well and healing cards, a gift, emails,
texts messages and phone calls (after a few
days, even though I was able to speak almost
immediately). I was so moved and it motivated

me to pen this piece expressing my sentiments.
Hence, I will give my digest story, not for sympathies, but to impart as knowledge to anyone that
comes across this particular situation (as we
tend to become experts in our own burdens) to
have more understanding. I believe in knowlege
along with prayer.
Last Septermber I incidentally found a nodule on
my thyroid when I proactively asked for an MRI
of my cervical spine due to some pain and
inflammation. The nodule was about 3.6 cm. I
had no speaking or swallowing food issues so I
was going to do a watchful waiting. A biospy
came back as neither benigh nor malignant, but

a new term -atypia. Molecular studies showed I
had a 60% chance for cancer That led me to
surgery. The surgery was quick and only 1 side
of my thyroid was removed. The final call was
something called NIFTP. Again, something odd,
though good for me. This used to be classified
as a cancer, but no longer. And with removal I
should now be fine.
Whatever the outcome was to be ... I will still
take the prayers.

Fraternally,
Your Editor at the 2022 NYS Convention with a
special request.

Mark A. Ventimiglia - Editor
v v v

UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2022

Nov. 5 - NYOSDIA Grand Lodge President’s

STATE & NATIONAL EVENTS

Leadership Conference to be held at Columbus
Lodge #2143, S. Farmingdale. Additional informa-

July 30 - NYOSDIA Summer Plenary Session host-

tion to follow. Contact: Carol DiTrapani or Eileen

ed by Rockland Lodge #2176 at the Rockland Lodge

Stavis @ 516-785-4623.

Hall, 46 Van Wyck Road, Blauvelt. Breakfast at
8:30am. Contact: Eileen Stavis or Carol DiTrapani
@ 516-785-4623.

Nov. 12 - NYOSDIA 34th Annual Garibaldi Meucci
Museum

Aug. 6 - NYOSDIA Grand Lodge Foundation

honoring GMM outgoing Commissioners: Laura

Cooley’s Anemia Summer Family BBQ & Carnival

Capano, Anthony Capriola, Carl Ciaccio, Marianna

Fundraiser at Woodbury Syosset Park, 7800 Jericho

Randazzo, Joanne Spera and Frank Scarangello,

Turnpike, Woodbury, 12:00pm, $50pp, children

Chairman, Staten Island Chamber of Commerce

under 10 free. Contact: Anna Magliato @ 347-306-

and

9558.

Staten Island Chamber of Commerce. Contact:

Thomas

Scarangello,

Past

Chairman,

Fran Cicero @ 718-442-1608 or facfad24@verizon.net.

held at the Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course, 1 South
Woods Road, Woodbury,

10:30am registration,

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS

$190 per golfer, $90 dinner only. Dinner at The
Mansion at Oyster Bay at 6:00pm ~ honoring First
Gent Eric Ment, Anthony Viola, Cooley’s Anemia
Foundation former President, & Peter Prudente,
President, John Michael Marino Lodge, Glen Cove

Aug. 8 - Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684 - 20th Annual Fr.
John Papallo Memorial Golf Outing at Smithtown
Landing Country Club, Smithtown, 2:00pm shotgun
start, $185pp. Contact: Rick Annichiarico @ 631-7243697.

Fireman & Altruistic Kidney Donor. Contact:
Arthur Spera @ 631-495-4249.
Sept. 10 - NYOSDIA Grand Lodge Foundation Gift
of Sight Annual Luncheon to be held at the Jericho
Terrace, 249 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola at 12:00pm,
$85pp ~ honoring Humanitarian Award Recipient
Juliette Milazzo and 2022 Banko Award Recipient

Aug. 14 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Annual Family
Picnic at St. Joseph Knights of Columbus, Greenlawn,
12-5:00pm, $30pp, children under 12 free. Contact:
Charlie Sorrentino @ 631-261-1989.
Aug. 19 & 20 - Geneva Lodge #2397 - Annual Pig Roast
at the Geneva Lodge Hall, Geneva, 8/19 at 5:00pm, 8/20
at 2:00pm. Contact: Tony DiCostanzo @ 315-521-5575.

Raymond P. Dennis. In addition, Louis J. Gallo, Jr.
and Theresa Palmese will be honored posthumously. Contact: Mary Naccarato @ 516-921-7839.

Aug. 21 - Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 Members’
Picnic at Quinzi Lodge, Eyer Park, East Rochester,
1:00pm. Contact: Marjorie Focarazzo @ 585-749-5346.

Fundraiser Luncheon to be held at

LiGreci’s Staaten, Staten Island, 12:00pm, $85pp ~

Aug. 22 - NYOSDIA Annual State Golf Outing to be

Aug. 21 - Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163 Annual Picnic at
Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Park, Oyster Bay, 115:00pm, $30pp, kids 12-17 $15pp, kids under 11 no
charge. Contact: Frank Sammartano @ 516-369-7624.

Aug. 20 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Nicholas
Mauro Annual Family & Friends Picnic at the Byzantine
Church Fairgrounds, Smithtown, 11:00am, $20pp, children 12 & under free. Contact: Joe Andrews @ 631-5531189.

Aug. 24-28 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Annual Italian Feast
at Michael J. Tully Park, New Hyde Park, $2pp. Contact:
Colleen Ferrara @ 516-851-9399.
Aug. 24 - Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684 Matinee Show
... On Your Feet! The Story of Emilio & Gloria Estefan at
the John Engeman Theater, Northport, 2:00pm, $68pp.
Dinner to follow at Piccolo Mondo Ristorante,
Huntington, 4:30pm, $50pp. Contact: Joe Dovi @ 631543-0048.

Doo Wop Extravaganza” with music by “Piece of the
Rock Live Band” at the Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park,
3-7:00pm, $35pp. Contact: Mary Ann DeCostanzo @
631-730-2846 or Marianne Bortone Prince @ 718-6317917.
Sept. 18 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Annual Picnic at
Ridgeway Park, Hartsdale. Contact: Charles Tota @ 914924-0347.
Sept. 19 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Ernest Pascucci
34th Annual Golf Outing at Glen Cove Golf Course, Glen
Cove, 1:15pm shotgun start, $185pp. Contact: Mark
Galluccio @ 516-644-7085.
Sept. 20 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - A Night of Magic
with Ivan Michael at St. Mary Maris Stella Knights of
Columbus Hall, Lynbrook, 7:00pm, $10pp. Contact:
Julianne Sirianni @ 631-241-8378.

Aug. 26-28 & Sept. 2-5 - Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge
#2234 - Feast of Mother Cabrini at Suffolk Community
College Grant Campus, Brentwood, Free Admission &
Parking. Contact: Salvatore Bisulca @ 516-322-2142.

Sept. 24 - Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 - 50th
Anniversary Celebration at The Historic Old Bermuda
Inn, Staten Island, 1:30pm, $100pp. Contact: Marianna
Randazzo @ 917-609-3318.

Sept. 8-11 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 41st
Annual Italian Festival at North Hempstead Beach Park,
Pt. Washington. Contact: Daryl Zimbardi @ 516-2413820.

Sept. 24 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Rolling
Stones Tribute Band “Streetfighter” at Brumidi Lodge
Hall, Deer Park, 7:15pm, $15pp. Contact: Anita
Montuori @ 631-422-6914.

Sept. 8-11 - Rockland Lodge #2176 - Italian Feast &
Carnival at Masonic Park Fairgrounds, 89 Western
Highway, Tappan, $5pp. Contact: Bill Barbera @ 845323-1774.

Sept. 25 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - Annual Feast &
Festival on Broadway in N. Massapequa, 11-5:00pm.
Contact: James Raffa @ 917-697-9494.

Sept. 17 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Scholarship
Brunch honoring IPP Kathy Rocca at the Smithtown
Landing Country Club, Smithtown, 11:00am. Contact:
Joanne Thomas Grove @ jtgrove426@gmail.com.

Sept. 25 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual Dinner Dance
honoring Assemblyman Edward Ra at Verdi’s of
Westbury, Westbury, 12:00pm, $95pp. Contact: Andrew
Monteleone @ 516-784-9142.
as of 7/5/22

Sept. 18 - District I & II Long Island Columbus Day
Parade Committee Annual Fundraiser “Golden Oldies

The Golden Lion • July - August 2022 • 19

The Golden Lion
is seeking new advertisers - or former
advertisers to return!
We are asking businesses to promote
themselves with our
advertising.
Call our office at
1-800-322-6742 for
further information

Winner’s Circle

Filial Friendliness
Prettiest Hat Contest Winner Sister Marisa Parish and Best Dressed Man Contest Winner Brother Tony
Baffo with President Rosemarie Stathes.

Send photos of gatherings with other lodges (for other than the normal
events and dinner dances) displaying one of our main tenets...

FRATERNITY
True filial friendliness as
Trustees,
Commissioners of Arbitration
and Garibaldi Meucci
Museum Commissioners
were all presented at the
Convention.
They come from different
Districts
and different
Lodges,
working to make the Order
and its assets better.
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