VOL. 72

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2021

MARCHING AGAIN FOR COLUMBUS
Happy Columbus Day - October 12, 2021
Because of COVID19 outbreak and restrictions in 2020 most Columbus Day
parades in New York were cancelled. However, October 2021 will see a renewed
effort to march in honor of the Admiral of the Ocean Sea.

20
YEARS
NEVER
FORGET
Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436:
9-11 Memorial (President Anthony
Rotoli) was held on 9/11/2021 at the
Harborfront Park at the Port Jefferson
Village Harbor. (see photos above,
right, below and below right.

Billboard in Syracuse, backed by Progresso Lodge #1047, President Carmine Federico.

See tribute of OSDIA members in
centerfold, page 9.

Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
NOVEMBER 7, 2021
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as
a document file. All photograph captions must be typed identifying lodge with
full name and number; all persons should be identified. Digital photos should be
taken in the highest quality setting possible of the camera or phone; poor quality
photos may NOT be published. DO NOT copy and paste photos in email, rather
attach as a file (named if possible). All articles and captions must be received
before the deadline date. Unpublished articles are not returned. The Editor
reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertisements, and other material
submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, and for conformity to
the ideals of the Order. For further information please contact the Editor by
email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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Santina Haemmerle+
Carolyn Reres
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the
Golden Lion on time at your new address, and the NY
Grand Lodge will save the 75 cents charged by the United
States Postal Service for each returned newspaper. Please
notify us of a change of address as soon as possible.
Print all requested information, otherwise changes cannot
be processed.
Name ________________________________________________
Last
First
MI
Lodge # _______________________
Old Address _________________________________________
City _________________________ State _____ ZIP __________
New Address _________________________________________
City _________________________ State _____ ZIP __________
MAIL TO: New York State OSIA Grand Lodge
Attention: The Golden Lion
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY
11710-5605
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Brothers and Sisters,
Where were you on September
11, 2001? I bet you can all
recall exactly where you were
the moment you heard an airplane had hit the towers, what
you felt, what you thought and
what you did.
I can remember every detail of
that morning. I had just boarded
the Metro North Train in
Southeast and was headed to
MICHELE MENT Manhattan to teach a class at
Marymount Manhattan, where
State President
Grand Lodge of New York I was an adjunct professor.
The train had the usual number of commuters and I found a seat near a window. As
everyone shuffled in and packed the overhead racks with
bags and boxes, I looked out the window and thought,
“what a gorgeous day.” I took my papers out of my briefcase and started looking through them when everyone
started shouting, “a plane hit the Twin Tower.” I felt an overwhelming sinking feeling. Chaotic chatter filled the train.
Everyone had a stunned look of fear and confusion on their
face as we all started fumbling with our phones. I repeatedly dialed my phone, trying to reach where my husband
Eric taught and my son Jason, who attended Graduate
school in Manhattan. After what seemed like hours, I finally
was able to reach my husband’s school and asked the secretary to relay a message to Eric that I was okay and in
North White Plains. Service to Grand Central was diverted
and I was going back to Southeast. More importantly, I
needed to know if he had heard from my son, but he had
not. Jason was finally able to make contact with a friend of
mine at the College and she was able to contact me.

OSDIA has always served as a place where we can
come together – whether in celebration or crisis – to
overcome challenges or demand change. Together we
get through the best and worst of time.

PHOTOS OF ITALIAN NIGHT

Be well and stay safe.
Fraternally,

Michele Cangiano Ment
President, New York State Grand Lodge
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy In America

clipground.com

Even though my son was safe, that horrible, uneasy, eerie
feeling hung on me like a heavy weight. Fear of what could
happen next, sadness for all the lost souls, and heartache
for their families, consumed my every thought. I know I was
not alone in what I was feeling. I know everyone experienced some version of that sense of despair, even those of
us that were lucky enough to have been spared any loss.
Over the years there have been many moments when I
have stopped and reflected on that day. I’ve wondered
about the kids who lost parents. How they are doing, how
old they are now, did they graduate, what kind of work they
do, did they get married, or have children of their own. I
thought about the spouses, significant others, and the families that lost their loved ones to illness, brought on by working at the site.
Today, looking back, I think about all the survivors. The
strength of the wives, husbands, children and families of
those that perished. I think about how we all pulled together, the unity we felt as a nation, the love and respect, compassion, and gratitude we felt for complete strangers.
In many ways, this pandemic has brought back many of
those same feelings. Now, like then, I find myself counting
my blessings. Grateful that we are safe and healthy.
Thankful for my friends and family and for the resiliency that
enables us to face our challenges, big or small. The unity
that we can find in any situation and the knowledge that we
are not alone.

clipground.com

clipground.com
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More on page 5.
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FROM YOUR STATE
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In Memoriam
District
2
7
1
2
2
1
1
1
7
3

Lodge
Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372
Progresso Lodge #1047
Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436
Cellini Lodge #2206
Columbus Lodge #2143
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232
Progresso Lodge #1047
Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212

Name of Deceased
Vincent Romano
Giuseppe Zappala
Joseph A. D'Angelo
Barbara Filazzola
Santo Novarro (Sam)
Charles P. Galluzzo
AnnMarie Nappi
Jerry N. De Lauro
Maria De Michele
Gaspare Randazzo

Check out my blog at www.fathercarrozza.com.

DOD
7/22/2021
8/7/2021
8/2/2021
8/12/2021
9/6/2021
9/7/2021
9/9/2021
8/21/2021
9/14/2021
9/16/2021

From the Editor’s Desk!
An important part of this issue is the remembrance of 9-11. It is 20
years later, however it was a turning point in our way of life and the
effects are still felt today. Please see my tribute in the centerfold.
But, the world constantly changes, and of course we strive it does for the better; but
it may not seem that way too many of us these days. Take Christopher Columbus
for example. Who would have thought we would have to debate whether to keep his
day as a holiday or remove his statue. Although, rumblings from those misinformed
or reluctant to look at history started about 30 years ago (specifically 1992) as the
quatercentenary of Columbus’ landing in Hispaniola (roughly meaning the Spanish
island) was celebrated. Through our Commission for Social Justice (CSJ) arm, we
will try to right the wrong of historical disparagement.
In addition, we Italian Americans and those Americans that always revered
Columbus will march again. In early 2020, who would have thought many areas
would not be allowed to, or chose not to, march. But again, who would have thought
a pandemic would halt a nation and a world. However, in 2021 we will march, so
that is a positive. This is where the term I learned when joining the Order becomes
so relevant - sempre avanti - always forward. Always forward in a similar fashion as
the song “You’ll Never Walk Alone” written by Rogers and Hammerstein for the play
Carousel and sung each year by the great entertainer, Jerry Lewis (for those that
remember his eponymous Labor Day Telethon) as he raised money for the Muscular
Dystrophy Association, until his retirement. One of the lyrics states, ‘walk on, walk
on with hope in your heart and you’ll never walk alone, you’ll never walk alone.’
Please keep one of my contributing writers, Rae and her husband Sal Lanzilotta
(National Foundation Trustee Emeritus) of the Donatello Lodge #2559 in your
prayers as they are both having health issues; many of us now them for many years
and wish them well.
Condolences to the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212 on the loss of your
President, Gaspare Randazzo. When we are first initiated into the Order, the Orator
tells us, ‘... we console the families of our deceased members.’ How can one be
more fraternal than that.

All My Pastor Ever Talks About is Money
“I can’t stand my parish! All my pastor talks about is
money!” I’m sure we’ve all heard plenty of people
complain about that over Thanksgiving dinner, at little league games, wherever people gather and
have time to chat. From time to time people ask me
for advice as to what to say in response to people
who say such things.
Well, first of all, let’s face brutal reality: there are
some pastors who talk about money too much. It’s
not that the parish is really in dire straits, it’s just that
he doesn’t seem to know what else to talk about.
Pity the pastor who has lost his vision of shepherding the flock and feels that, as long as his parish is
financially in the black, everything is ok. It is not.
However, the pastor is responsible for the temporal
well-being of the parish, and if there isn’t enough
money to pay the bills, he has to try to increase revenue. I don’t think any reasonable individual could
fault him for that. The pastor has an obligation to
keep the people abreast of the financial situation of
the parish. Many people would say that they’d happily increase their offering if the pastor only asked
for more. But it is also equally true that a lot of pastors are accused of only talking about money by
people who just don’t want to hear about it. It is usually not from the people who are doing their best,
but from those who know very well that they are not
and are being made to feel guilty about their poor
giving. You know the old saying, “When you throw a
rock into a group of dogs, the one who barks is the
one you hit!”
I have used this story to explain to my parishioners
the way we all must view our giving:
Suppose you have a family project to do, such as
clean out the garage. The mother and father tell
their three children to make no other plans for this
coming Saturday, because everyone will be needed. The three children are as follows; first is Joe, the
oldest. Joe works like a workhorse, doing the bulk
of the work, and never asks if he’s done “his share,”
but always works until the job is done. Secondly,
there is Mary. Normally, Mary would be like Joe, but
Mary broke her leg and is in a cast. She cannot lift
boxes, but she gladly agrees to do whatever she
can, perhaps sitting at the workbench and cleaning
it up. Then there’s Junior. Junior shows up with his
cellphone in hand, and while everyone else is working, he’s texting away. Eventually, Joe and Mary
start to complain to Dad that Junior isn’t working.
Repeated attempts to get Junior to help are fruitless. Finally, Dad resorts to a threat: “Junior, either
you start helping or you will not be allowed to have
dinner tonight!” So Junior, while continuing to text
with one hand, goes and picks up an empty paint
can, puts it in the garbage pile outside and says,

REV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN
“There! I helped!” and then sits down again and continues texting. What would you want to do with
Junior? Joe complains, and Dad asks him to pick up
the slack for Junior because the work has to get
done. Joe would never say no because he loves his
father and realizes he needs his help. But he begins
to hold animosity for Junior. Mary begins to feel bad
that she can’t do more, and starts feeling guilty. And
Junior just continues to text away! Tensions begin to
mount. Is this an example of a happy, functional family?
When it comes to financial support of a parish, there
are always parishioners like Joe. They have the
means and give substantially, perhaps even more
than is their fair share, but they do it and don’t complain because they love their parish and care about
its success. These are the people that basically carry
the parish financially. Whenever the pastor asks for
money, they always give more. Then there are others
like Mary. Their income may be limited, they may be
unemployed, but whatever the cause, their finances
are very tight and they are struggling to make ends
meet. They give the best that they can and wish it
could be more, and are usually the ones who say,
“Father, if I only had a million dollars I’d give the
parish half of it!” These are the people that I have to
remind not to feel guilty, that like the widow’s mite,
every sacrifice is appreciated by God, even if the
amount is small. Finally, there’s the problem group:
the Juniors. They are the ones whom you see driving
nice cars and throwing a buck in the basket; if you’re
lucky, a $5 bill! These are the ones the pastor is trying
to remind to carry their weight. And you guessed it!
The Juniors are the complainers, the ones who
accuse the pastor of “only talking about money.” They
sometimes threaten that they’re going to find another
parish where the pastor doesn’t “forever talk about
money.” Well, if they succeed, then what they’re really
looking for is a parish where others are giving so well
that they don’t have to worry about pulling their
weight; in other words, they want to be freeloaders!
So if someone should ever complain about their pastor “always talking about money” and you know it’s
not true, tell them they’re looking for a free ride and
are not taking seriously the responsibility that everyone has of proper stewardship, that is, doing our duty
to take care of and preserve what has been given to
us by God and by those who came before us, so that
we will be handing on the same vibrant parish to our
children that we got from our parents.

With all the who would have thought negative situations, let’s walk on with hope in
our hearts and always forward (sempre avanti) for a positive world.

OUR SITES: Grand Lodge website: http://www.nysosia.org/. - all issues of past
Golden Lion newspapers going back to 2014.
YouTube channel: “NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE”.
Facebook page: Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Grand Lodge of New York.
Smugmug photos: robertgraham.smugmug.com. New York State Photographer,
Bob Graham’s website.

Mark A. Ventimiglia.

No Corrections: July - August issue:

note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.
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NEW YORK OSDIA IN THE NEWS
State President
Michele Cangiano Ment
around New York State

President Michele at Italian Night

Italian Night at Eisenhower Park
On August 16th, District II lodges were given citations from Nassau County.
This was followed by singing performances from Christopher Macchio and
Jackie DiMaggio.
President Michele speaking
at the State Golf Outing
Dinner

Honored to have U.S. Merchant Marine Academy Midshipmen at the St.
Gennaro Feast Mass, at the Church of The Most Precious Blood, and
carrying the Iconic statue. From left, Ernest Magliato, Figli di San
Gennaro Board member and NYS OSDIA Treasurer; Anthony
Naccarato, NYS OSDIA Immediate Past President; John Fratta, Figli di
San Gennaro Board member and NYS OSDIA CSJ Chairman; Michele
Ment, New York State OSDIA President and Joseph DiTrapani, Past
State and National OSDIA President and Past National Foundation
President.

LOCAL LODGES - PUBLIC EVENTS COMMENCING

Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Smithtown
The first post-Covid meeting of the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 was a joyous event in that students received welldeserved awards and scholarships. It is a tradition of the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge to offer scholarships to children and
grandchildren of lodge members. In addition, we award a Dante Medal and monetary award to each of two Smithtown high
school students who excel in Italian studies and language. The Dante Medals are awarded in memory of two past presidents
of the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge: Joseph Palazzolo and Gaspare Capone. This year the recipients of the Dante Medals are
Kristen Sheridan from Smithtown High School East and Izabella Graham from Smithtown High School West. We are very
proud to announce that the recipient of the Lodge scholarship in memory of Dr. John Giordano is Matthew Yakabowski. The
Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 was honored to be the host lodge for presenting the New York State Commission for Social
Justice La Bella Lingua essay contest award. The winner from Suffolk County is Frank Scagluso, Jr. from Smithtown High
School East, who thanked his Italian teacher, Mrs. Rabena, and his parents for encouraging him to enter the contest. From
all of us, auguri!
Submitted by Geraldine Iannello Graham

Matthew Yakabowski
Dr. John Giordano Memorial
Scholarship

Izabella Graham
Joseph Palazzolo Scholarship
Dante Medal
Memorial Scholarship

Frank Scagluso, Jr.
NYS Commission for Social Justice
La Bella Lingua Essay
Contest Winner
Memorial Scholarship
Kristen Sheridan
Gasper Capone Scholarship
Dante Medal Scholarship
Dante Medal
Memorial Scholarship
The reopening of the Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442, in Blue Point
on 8/2/21. It was the first face to face meeting after 17 months of teleconferences and Zoom! The meeting was held at the Henrietta
Acampora Center in Blue Point, NY where a new member, Richard
Demauro was initiated. In this picture (left) Richard is on the left and
Lodge President Geoff Gerbore on the right.
The ‘sons and daughters’ are back!
The "Suffolk County News" & "Long Island Advance" both ran the same
article and the reporter interviewed President Gerbone of Sgt. John
Basilone Lodge #2442 for 2 hours. Use this link to see the article:
https://www.suffolkcountynews.net/stories/the-sons-and-daughtersare-back,88515
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LOCAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270, 2021 Scholarship Winners.
Columbus Lodge #2143 - Picnic (photo
left) was enjoyed by 125 people on
7/18/21.

Past NYS CSJ Chairperson Lou Gallo (pictured left) was Guest Speaker at the
Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 August
General Meeting. He spoke about a range of
OSDIA topics beginning with the founding of
the Order and touched on the subject of what
it means to be a sworn member of OSDIA.
Lou concluded his presentation with a brief
history of Christopher Columbus, the attacks
that are being made today on his legacy and
what is being done by OSDIA to counter the
false information. It was an overwhelmingly
well received program.

Auguri Joan Tasoglu!
Flowers were given
to Joan to celebrate
her recent election as
a State Trustee at the
reopening meeting of
the
Sgt. John Basilone
Lodge 2442,
in Blue Point, NY on
8/2/21.

Long Island Ducks game (photos right)
had OSDIA family attending game on
7/24/21. Everyone enjoyed the food and
the game!

The Constantino Brumidi Lodge No. 2211 in Deer Park recently held their annual Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Memorial Mass in honor of their deceased members for 2020 to 2021. The Mass was held at Ss. Cyril &
Methodius RC Church in Deer Park on July 25th, Pastor, Fr. Gius Garcia celebrated the Mass for the Lodge
Members. The Statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel was brought in the Church through procession.

Happy Birthday Frank

Frank Damis a Deer Park native celebrated his 105th
birthday on August 24, 2021 in The Villages, Florida
where he resides since 2015. Frank is a member of the
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 of Deer Park, New
York. At the age of 99 Frank bought his own home in The
Villages where he still resides. Frank married Jean
Catalanello (now deceased) in 1940 and had three children, Louis, Carol and Frank. He has six grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.
Frank was employed at Grumman Aircraft and eventually
got into the NASA space program. NASA was having
trouble with the Lunar Excursion Module (LEM) that
transported astronauts to the surface of the moon and
then carried them back to rendezvous with the Command
Module to fly back to Earth. Frank got involved and
helped iron out the problems with the LEM. It worked successfully on all six moon landings and was the “lifeboat”
that kept the Apollo 13 astronauts alive when the oxygen
tank exploded on the way to the moon. He worked at
Grumman Aircraft for approximately 30 years from where
he retired in 1994 at the age of 78. Frank has been an
active member of the St. Timothy’s Knights of Columbus
in The Villages.

Stella D’Oro Lodge #1730 of Cortland had their annual Barbeque on July
15th. Standing with the members is Stephanie Densmore Lodge President.
District 7 Deputy, Josephine Federico and Bene Emeritus Carmine Federico.

Members of the Perry Como Lodge #2846, who participated in the Fr. John
Papallo Golf Tournament on August 9. Pictured from left to right - Larry
Spadaro - Trustee, Gerry Roma, Frank Bonosoro - President, Bob Serrao Vice President, Cliff Hotte, Nick Abbate - Sentinel.
Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 hosted
its annual Member’s Picnic on August 22.
Some of the Lodge members make
sausage for the Member’s Picnic.

Special Birthday - Frank Damis of the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 celebrates 105th Birthday.

Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births. This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member.
In addition, if a member has a new arrival, that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement. For marriages:
the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the full lodge name and number. For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of
parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number. Email me, Golden Lion Editor at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the sub
ject line stating marriage or birth announcement. The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper.
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COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA

Brothers and Sisters,
We made it through this summer. I
hope everyone had a great summer
and Labor Day. The pandemic is still
with us due to the Delta variant. I urge
everyone to remain diligent and stay
safe until we finally reach an end to
this nightmare. I would like to welcome
two new members of the CSJ
Executive Board, District III Liaison
Loretta Drogon and District VI Greg
Serio.
CSJ Zoom Meetings
CSJ meetings will continue to be on
zoom. I feel this is the best way to
have all eight districts involved in our
CSJ. For many years our upstate
lodges have not been at our executive
board meetings due to distance. Now
that we have this technology all eight
districts can be involved in our meetings.
CSJ October Share the Wealth
CSJ is having a Columbus Day Share
the Wealth fundraiser which will be
drawn October 11th. The raffle cost
$50.00 each. The prizes are based on
100 sold and there will be: 1st prize
$1500.00, second prize $750.00 and
third prize $250.00. I am asking all to
be part of this fundraiser and to support the goals of the CSJ. Checks
should be made payable to
Commission for Social Justice and
sent to Anthony Rotoli at 93 Lincoln
Avenue, Port Jefferson, New York
11776. The drawing will be by zoom.
Celebrate Columbus Day
We are all gearing up for our
Columbus Day Parades throughout

New York State. It is important for all
our members and your families to take
part in all the celebrations this year. I
am pleased to report we will be marching, once again, up 5th Avenue honoring Columbus and our heritage. I am
also pleased to report that the OSIA
District I and II Parade in Long Island
will also take place. Yonkers will be
having a celebration that weekend too.
With Columbus under constant attack,
it is imperative that we show our solidarity in honoring him. In Rochester, on
October 11th there will be a wreath laying ceremony at the Columbus statue.
Syracuse will be holding a Festa Italia
downtown in September.
New York
Education

City

Department

of

We still have no response to our FOIL
request to the NYC Department of
Education regarding who made the
decision to remove Columbus Day
from the school calendar. Remember
from the last edition of my report, I
explained what information we have
requested. It is important for us to know
how this decision was made and by
whom. We will continue to demand
answers and fight to place Columbus
Day back on the school calendar. It is
not surprising to me that we have not
received a response from them. This is
a tactic that they use not to give out
information, which they are required to
by law.
Drexel University
In July, we were informed that Drexel
University removed Columbus Day
from their calendar and replaced the
day with Indigenous Peoples’ Day. This
move was a slap in the face to our
Italian American community as well as
the student body of the university. What
I find troubling is these colleges and
universities claim they want diversity
and inclusion but that does not apply to
Italian Americans. The Italian American
student body was never notified or part
of this decision. When word got out of
this change the Italian American student body organization voiced their
objections. Of course, that objection fell
on deaf ears. We will continue to
demand that this bigoted decision be

ruled that the Board committed an error
of law by finding the Appellants did not
have standing. The Appellants have
been active caretakers of Marconi
Plaza for the past ten years. There
were other issues stated in the judges
ruling in his support for the Columbus
Statue. This was a major victory for the
Italian American Community in
Philadelphia. Congratulations Philly!

reversed.
Rockaway Township Schools

We were just informed that the Board of
Education in Rockaway Township is
proposing to remove the Columbus Day
holiday. This is just one more attack on
our heritage and Columbus. They will be
meeting September 22nd to hear from
the public. One Voice is taking the lead
Education Sub Committee
on this fight.
Columbus Statue in Syracuse
Our brothers and sisters in Syracuse are
fighting those that want to remove the
Columbus statue in their city. This statue
was paid for by members of the community, whose relatives still live in the community. The Columbus Monument, in
Columbus Circle, was designed by the
Syracuse-born architect, Dwight James
Baum in 1934. When this issue first started Mayor Ben Walsh sent signals that he
supported our Italian American community and the Columbus statue. Then he
formed a commission to decide if the
statue should be removed. The Italian
Americans on the commission were outnumbered. Finally, right before
Columbus Day those leading the fight
were told that the mayor was announcing
his decision. They urged him to hold off
on making any announcement until after
Columbus Day. The mayor ignored that
request and on the day before Columbus
Day he announced the statue was being
removed. The Columbus Monument
Committee filed a notice of intent with the
Courts to prevent the mayor’s action.
This case is pending. I want to thank
Carmine Federico, Bob Gardino, Nick
Piro and all who are engaged in this battle.

On October 29th, Lou Gallo will be a
speaker at a seminar with Long Island
Social Studies Teachers. Lou will be
promoting the positive narrative about
Christopher Columbus and debunking
the false and negative narrative that is
so prominent in the schools today.
There is no one better than Lou Gallo
for this task. He is an expert regarding
the true history of Columbus. Lou is our
most formidable weapon in our arsenal
to defend Columbus. Thank you, Lou.
Election Day is Coming
We had hoped to have a survey out to
all candidates running for office this
year. However, the list of candidates is
not available yet. CSJ will be sending
out a survey to each candidate asking
their position regarding the Columbus
Day holiday, the statues and the education being taught in schools. Once
we have their responses we will inform
all our members of the results on our
social media pages.

In closing, I want to thank the CSJ
Executive Board and our district
liaisons and all my brothers and sisters
for all their support for our CSJ. Please
continue to keep your ears to the
ground and should you hear something
There is no update to this report as of the negative to our community, please notiwriting of this report. We are hoping that fy me immediately.
Syracuse will be as successful as
Philadelphia.
Fraternally,

Philadelphia Columbus Statue

John A. Fratta

Judge Patrick reversed the decision of
the lower courts in a lawsuit brought
against the City of Philadelphia Board of
License and Review by the Friends of
Marconi Plaza regarding the removal of
the Columbus Statue. Judge Patrick

http://www.columbusthetruth.org
http://www.therealcolumbus.org
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NEW YORK OSDIA STATE GOLF OUTING
On Monday, August 23, the New York State Grand Lodge Golf Outing dinner (the Golf portion was cancelled due to Tropical Storm Henri) was held at the Mansion at Oyster Bay honoring:
Anthony Naccarato, State Immediate Past President: John Fratta, NYS CSJ Chairman; John Sciarrino, business owner of Federal Auto Body in Flushing and posthumously, Nicholas
Mauro, National Foundation Trustee.
Many thanks to all those that attended. And kudos to the committee for a well-run event:
Chair - Arthur Spera Co-Chairs: Tom DeLuca, Eleanor Jobbagy, John Quinn.
Committee: Mike DeLuca, Matt Farino, Gina Franchi, Joe Fratta, Frank Franchi, Anthony Geddes, Anthony Grimaldi, Biagio Isgro, Ernest Magliato, Mildred Mancusi, Anthony Rotoli, Jr., Cathy Lembo
Lloyd, Marianne Bortone Prince, Andrew Reilly, Joseph Rondinelli, Carmine Rosato, Frank Sammartano, William Sanfilippo, Joanne Spera, Kathy Sanfilippo.

Honoree: Anthony Naccarato
Honoree: John Fratta

Honoree: Nicholas Mauro;
accepting Marian Palazzolo

Members of the Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163, with New York State Grand Lodge President
Michele Ment and Past State President Carolyn Reres, at the NYS Annual 2021 Golf outing. Lodge
President, Frank Sammartano, members and friends, joined in the celebration honoring Immediate
NYS Grand Lodge President, and long time Verdi Lodge member, Anthony Naccarato. Anthony’s
son Anthony, and grandchildren, most of them members of the lodge, were also in attendance.

Honoree: John Sciarrino

FORE!!!
clipartkid.com
funnycollectionworld
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MORE GOLF

istockphoto.com

20 YEARS - NEVER FORGOTTEN
REMEMBERING OUR OSDIA FAMILY WHO
PERISHED ON 9/11/2001
New York City Firefighter, John T. Vigiano
New York City Police Department Detective, Joseph V. Vigiano
Port Authority Police Department Captain,
Kathy Mazza Delosh
Thomas Strada, Debbie Mannetta, Peter A. Gay,
Joseph Riverso, Joseph M. Romagnolo
Rudolph Mastrocinque, Frank Mancini

As Editor, this day will always be remembered in the Golden Lion. As you receive this
issue, the solemn day and special 20 year
anniversary will have already passed. But, I
say to you, let’s remember all of the names
above. In addition, all of your family, friends
and those you did not know lost on that day.
Let us thank all the heroes. Let us pray for all
of those, possibly you, as I was down on Wall
Street, that have developed sickness - both
physical and mental since that day. And pray
that others with no symptons do not have
any future issues. And may your departed
loved ones’ spirit be with you.
- Mark V.
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MUSEUM HAPPENINGS
GARIBALDI-MEUCCI
MUSEUM (GMM)
420 Tompkins Avenue
Staten Island, New York 10305
718-442-1608
garibaldimeuccimuseum.com
By: Carl J. Ciaccio, Chairman

Dear Fraternal Brothers and Sisters,
I sincerely hope this correspondence finds you all faring well during a very challenging time
in which we continue to endure a lingering and unpredictable global pandemic marked by
variants of the Covid-19 virus. It is also a time that marks the twentieth anniversary of al
Qaeda’s heinous, cowardly attack on American soil. The radical Islamic terrorist group has
since metastasized, on a global scale, to a form of Islamic revivalism that essentially equates
to a clash of civilizations, with its barbaric violence in the name of God. It’s a harsh reality
during a palpable historical period that we are all experiencing and enduring in real time.
However, as a civilization on the right side of history, we will undoubtedly endure and overcome whatever comes our way and our future generations will prosper with benevolence,
tolerance, and good will toward others, because the nature of things of this world are programmed to overcome all infestations and invasions. That is the reason most of us throughout the world innately move ever forward with plans and goals to make the world a better
place. In that regard, the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum is also moving ever forward toward fulfilling its mission to educate, expound the truth in history, and imbue the brilliance of Italian
and Italian-American heritage culture. Having said that, it gives me great pleasure to greet,
congratulate and welcome Biagio Isgro and Carol Rossi to the GMM National Overseers.
Their involvement will undoubtedly bring added financial support and prominence to our
national treasure. The GMM National Overseers, chaired by Carlo Matteucci, is a vital component of the GMM’s family of individuals who give their time, talent, and treasure, to gain
attention and support from our fraternal brothers and sisters and others throughout our
nation.
Buildings & Grounds:
The Venice-New York project is in full force, despite impediments that have required several
scheduling changes and postponements. To date, the fortified concrete foundation that will
accommodate the anchorage of the Tower of Lights, “La Torre di Luce” has been completed.
The expanded paving plan that will surround the tower is in process of being completed. The
transportation plans of the tower from Aviano, Italy to the GMM have stalled to the extent to
which the donor is now planning to have the tower transported by ship rather than by a military cargo plane. On other fronts, 9 of 15 benches that have been donated have been
assembled and placed on the ample grounds of the GMM. To date, the GMM has benefitted
from 15 very generous benefactors who have donated $2,500 to $5,000 to purchase a
bench. Such a level of generosity, which is intended to defray the costs of the Venice-New
York project, is now at the mid-way point. So, please give your most attentive consideration
to join in this worthy cause, which will ultimately add to the overall landscaped beauty of the
GMM, which will attract many visitors from far and near. Presently, there are two additional
buildings and grounds items in the works, which include the refurbishment of the windows
and painting of clapboard siding of the exterior of the cottage. In addition, a portable ADA
accessible restroom will be rented monthly and placed in the rear of the cottage, as the only
restroom available, at this time, is on the second floor of the museum, which is inaccessible
to individuals with limited mobility. A grant proposal is in the works to obtain the funds to pay
for the monthly rental fee.
GMM Programs & Events:
Since its reopening of the museum to the public on August 4th, the GMM has been fully
immersed in reactivating a pre-pandemic on-site schedule, with strict adherence to continually updated CDC and NYC protocols and guidelines. Consequently, the registration process
for Italian language classes, opera class and Italian culture class is underway for the fall
semester. Thanks to Professor Barrella, on September 3rd an open-air lecture and film commemorating the 100th anniversary of Enrico Caruso’s passing, portrayed by Mario Lanza,
was well received, and attended. On September 12th a very successful book signing, and
lecture event was presented by Diana Giovinazzo, the author of “The Woman in Red”, a
powerful historical fiction on the life of Anita Garibaldi, the feminist icon and Heroine of Two
Worlds who fought many battles alongside her husband, the Hero of Two Worlds, Giuseppe
Garibaldi. The book is a page turner and a must read for anyone who appreciates history
tinged with romance and adventure. A signed copy of the book may be purchased by logging
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on to the GMM website. Additional events include a tribute to Dante Alighieri’s 700th
anniversary of his passing and a musical open-air concert. For complete details, log on to
the GMM website.
Expanded Membership Drive:
A heartfelt expression of gratitude is extended to all the newly enrolled members of the
GMM. For the welfare of the GMM I strongly urge anyone who has not yet sent a membership application to do so as soon as possible. Keep in mind that the tax-deductible annual
membership is only $25.00 for a single member and $75.00 for a family of up to four individuals living in the same household. As a member of the GMM, your annual dues contribute significantly to the financial solvency of the museum. So, please visit the GMM website at garibaldimeuccimuseum.com to complete and submit your membership application.
Brick Walkway:
Those who have recently purchased a brick, will soon see your dedicated brick engraved
and installed on the expansive brick walkway of the museum. Thank you for your continued support of the GMM through your brick donations.
2021 Fundraiser Luncheon:
Evidently, the challenging and unpredictable time imposed by a lingering global pandemic
has not yet passed us. Therefore, in consideration of public health and safety, the
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum is holding a second annual virtual gala fundraiser event. Last
year, given the uncharted and unprecedented circumstances we were all facing, your
attendance to a first time ever GMM virtual gala event was phenomenal, and the level of
your generosity was unsurpassed. This year, we hope to have your continued attendance
in support of the financial sustainability of a unique national symbol, as we acknowledge,
honor, and celebrate the respective enormous contributions of a few individuals who add
a bright glow to Italian and Italian-American heritage and culture. So, you are urged to look
for the invitation in your mailbox and purchase a raffle book and/or a virtual journal page
and reserve your ticket to enjoy a wonderfully entertaining virtual event from the comfort of
your home.
Silent Auction:
Please note that as part of the fundraiser, a silent auction is also being prepared to enable
you to bid on several masterful works of art that give homage to the city of Venice, which
have been donated to the GMM by a group of gifted artists. Complete details will soon be
posted on the GMM website.
Rosebank Community Revival:
The Rosebank community is about to undergo a revival that will render it to be regarded
by its residents and visitors as a safe, clean, and welcoming neighborhood. The project
involves the concerted collaboration of the residents of Rosebank, numerous local merchants and businesses, the Department of Transportation, the Staten Island Chamber of
Commerce, the Department of Sanitation, the Rosebank Community Board, the Staten
Island Borough President, other local politicians, and prominent benefactors. It’s an ambitious project, which already promises to be very viable.
On behalf of the GMM family, who make it all happen, I extend best wishes for your prosperity and well-being, and sincerely thank you for your generous support.
Let us all reflect upon our fraternal brothers and sisters and their respective family members who are ill and suffering and include them in your prayers to render them comfort and
well-being.

Fraternally,
Carl J. Ciaccio
Chairman of the Board - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
cjciaccio@garibaldimeuccimuseum.org

LOCAL LODGE NEWS
President Sabrina Savino of the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 was interviewed. The article with her interview, is featured on the home page of La Gazzetta Italiana, https://www.lagazzettaitaliana.com./. The direct link is: https://www.lagazzettaitaliana.com/people/9806-the-president-and-first-gentleman. The link to the article will also be in the September issue of Tutto Italiano, as well as
now being in the Golden Lion.

Columbus Lodge #2143 had a successful Food Drive on 7/11/21. All the food was donated to
St. Martin of Tours RC Church. Thanks to Paul Calissi and all the volunteers who helped.

Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Night at the Races on September 11. Pictured Left to Right: Larry Spadaro,
Adriana Sorrentino, Fran Conte, Michaline Cuminale, Maryann Sacher, Nick Abbate.
Cellini Lodge #2206 - photo left: under the NYS Grand Lodge State
Membership Tent on loan at the September 15 New Hyde Park
Street Fair. Members relieved others during the day soliciting possible new members. Here President Mary Modica and Mark A. Ventimiglia (your Editor) start the morning off readied with material for
interested community persons.

Note: Sister Rae Lanzilotta, Golden Lion contributing writer is recuperating and will get back
to her articles soon. Get well Rae!
List of new members moved back one
more issue to consolidate for last six months.

Our Contribution To
Freedom Is Amazing!
By Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo
The extent of Italian and Italian American
participation in the American Revolution,
the Civil War and all the wars up to present
time is amazing. I often ask myself why the
contributions of these immigrants are not
known by the general public. Much of what
I write here is not found in our American history textbooks. The
list of Italian American Revolutionary War heroes is long. I highlight a few here.
Although not a direct contributor to the American Revolution, the
town of Paoli, not far from Philadelphia, is named after Pasquale
Paoli. For 14 years, Pasquale fought for Corsican independence
from Genoa. His struggle aroused the admiration of free men all
over the world including the Sons of Liberty who played an
important role in the American Revolution. When the New York
Battalion of the Independent Foot Company was organized in
1773, it took the name of “Corsicans.”
Scholar Giovanni Schiavo shows that by 1776 there were thousands of people of Italian origin living on the American colonies.
Both French and English documents contain scores of Italian
names. Many men from France with Italian surnames fought
during the American Revolution under the French flag. They
were often offspring of Italians who settled in France or Italian
citizens who assumed or were given French flag. An example is
Philip Phinizy (Finizzi) who came over with the Rochambeau.
The British had a list of Italian enemy soldiers that they imprisoned. The patriotic contributions of men of Italian descent
included military combat, spying, authoring propaganda, and
foreign missions.
One of our great heroes was Cosmo Medici who fought at the
Battle of Princeton. His military performance was so outstanding
that he was promoted from Lt. to Captain in 1777. He fought in
many battles and, according to Congressional Investigation

Committee, Major Medici commanded four corps of cavalry during the American Revolution. According to the research, no soldier of Italian origin had a rank higher than major. Yet the effort
of the colonists of Italian descent and Italian volunteers were of
great help to the patriots.
Philip Mazzei (born “Filippo” in Poggio a Caiano, Italy on
December 25, 1730) was an Italian wine merchant, trained surgeon and arms merchant. He was a particularly significant figure. He sailed to Hampton, Virginia in 1773. As a civilian, he and
his close friend Thomas Jefferson, wrote numerous newspaper
articles to promote the recruitment of military volunteers. In
1775, when the British landed at Hampton, Virginia, he joined
the company of Albemarle County as a private. He volunteered
along with fellow Italian Americans Carlo Bellini and Vincent
(“Vincenzo”) Rossi and fought under Patrick Henry (Governor of
Virginia). In 1779, Governor Henry sent Mazzei on a mission to
Europe to raise funds for the American cause. His ship was captured by the British and he was held prisoner on Long Island for
three months. After his release, he headed to Europe to complete his mission writing many articles and successfully convinced General Comte de Rochambeau that coordination of
French naval power with the American army would certainly end
the War of Independence. This vision was realized with the
defeat of British forces at the Battle of Yorktown. And, if that
wasn’t enough proof of Mazzei’s patriotism, he is credited with
these words, “All men are by nature equally free and independent,” which Thomas Jefferson used in the Declaration of Independence.
Among Italian Corsicans who fought for American independence aboard French ships were seamen Dominique Pozzo,
Ignace Nini, Joseph Masso, Barthelemy Martinelli, Pierre Santelli or Lur, Dominique Turchini, and Joseph Dottore. Colonial
soldiers of Italian descent included Lt. James Bracco, who was
killed in action at White Plains on October 28, 1776 and Colonel
Richard Tagliaferro who was killed at the Battle of Guilford Hill,
1781. Joseph DeAngeles joined the Colonial Army at the age of
thirteen and served from 1776 until the end of the War. In 1903,
the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs published a list of soldiers
and sailors who fought during the American Revolution under
the French flag and the list contains scores of Italian names.
Francesco Vigo (1747-1836), a fur trader who helped finance

Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his
time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S.

the American Revolution, served as a spy. He was ultimately rewarded
with the rank of colonel.
There are many books written by Italian American authors on our contributions in case you would like to learn more. The American Italian Heritage
Museum and Cultural Center has exhibits commemorating the wartime
contributions of Italian Americans.
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On Labor Day, September 4, 1967, at 4:30am, during Operation Swift in the Thang Binh District of the
Que Son Valley, men of the 1st Battalion, 5th
Marines encountered a large North Vietnamese
Unit near the village of Dong Son. The out“The Grunt Padre” Army
numbered 1st Battalion needed reinforcements, and
Company B was sent to assist. By 9:14am, twentysix Marines were killed, and the Commander of the
By Marianne Bortone 1st Battalion requested further reinforcements. Two
additional companies of the 3rd Battalion engaged in
Prince
the battle, still leaving the Marines greatly outnumth
September 4 marked bered.
the 54th anniversary of
the passing of Fr. Vincent Robert Capodanno. It was Capodanno learned that two platoons of M
on that day that I happened to have a conversation Company from his 1st battalion were suffering heavy
with a friend of more than forty-four years, Brig. losses. The unarmed chaplain attended to the
Gen. Robert Winzinger ret. US Army Reserve. We wounded and dying Marines of the 2nd Platoon by
discussed upcoming events at the Garibaldi Meucci helping and comforting them and administering last
Museum in Staten Island (of which he recently rites. He himself was wounded in the hand, arms,
became a member). That conversation led to a dia- and legs that same afternoon. As evening
log about the NYS OSDIA Lodge in Staten Island approached, Capodanno went to help a seriously
that bares the name of Fr. Vincent Robert wounded Navy corpsman and two wounded
Capodanno, and a book written by Fr. Daniel L. Marines. He was mortally wounded by enemy
machine-gun fire. His body was recovered, transMode entitled “The Grunt Padre”.
ported back to the United States, where he was
Robert relayed that he had an opportunity to meet buried in his family's plot in St. Peter's Cemetery on
Fr. Mode when the author was guest speaker at the Staten Island.
Reserve Officers Association National Army’s MidWinter 2000 Convention. At the time, Robert was On December 27, 1968, the Capodanno family was
Vice President of the organization which changed its informed that Lieutenant Capodanno would posthuChaplain of the Year Award to The Father Vincent mously be awarded the Medal of Honor, America’s
Capodanno Award. Robert was kind enough to send highest military honor, in recognition of his selfless
me a copy of “The Grunt Padre”, an amazing literary sacrifice and “heroic actions above and beyond the
work about the incredibly heroic Fr. Capodanno that call of duty”. The ceremony was held on January
a reader will find extremely rousing and inspirational. 7,1969.

Fr. Vincent Robert
Capodanno

Poetry

Poesia
Robert Savino is the
Past President of the,
Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
and Suffolk County
Poet Laureate 20152017

Dust of Dreams
Dust still lives
underground
at the site.
Families of responders
who dug deep
into their hearts
find treasures of humanity
remain intoxicated
by the air,
the every breath of hope
that invites
doses of chemo
to fight shadows
spreading inside
walls of life
and oxygen cocktails
in shoulder-strapped
portable vessels.

Polvere dei Sogni
La polvere vive ancora
sottoterra
al sito.
Famiglie dei soccorritori
che hanno scavato profondo
nei loro cuori
trova tesori dell'umanità
rimasti intossicati
dall'aria,
ogni respiro di speranza
che invita
dosi di chemio
combattendo le ombre
diffuse dentro
muri di vita

e cocktail di ossigeno
in spallacci
In
addition
to
the
Medal
of
Honor,
Fr.
Vincent
R.
Vincent R. Capodanno Jr. was born on Staten
portatili.
Capodanno
was
awarded
the
following
medals
and
An aura of spirits
Island, New York, on February 13, 1929, the
citations:
circle the sun
youngest of ten children born to an immigrant father
Aura di spiriti
shed tears from clouds
from Gaeta, Italy, and an Italian American mother.
girano intorno al sole,
1)
The
Purple
Heart
Medal
2)
National
Defense
Vincent attended the Maryknoll Missionary Seminary
versano lacrime dalle nuvole
Service
Medal
3)
Vietnam
Gallantry
Cross
Unit
passing the skyline,
in Ossining, New York in 1949 and was ordained a
Citation
4)
Combat
Action
Ribbon
5)
Vietnam
and
in
the
moonlight
Roman Catholic priest by Cardinal Francis Spellman
passando l'orizzonte,
Service Medal with FMF Combat Operations wink at unwavering believers.
on June 14,1958.
e al chiaro di luna. . .
Insignia and three 3⁄16" bronze service stars 6)
l'occhiolino ai credenti incrollabili.
Vietnam
Civil
Actions
Medal
Unit
Citation
7)
Bronze
Capodanno's first missionary assignment was in
Star
Medal
w/
Combat
"V"
8)
Navy
Presidential
Unit
1959, working with the
Citation 9) Vietnam Gallantry Cross w/silver star and
Hakka people in the 10) Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal w/1960
Translated by Carmelina Zitarosa
Italian Teacher and
mountains of Taiwan. He device.
Honor Society Advisor
returned to the United
Commack High School
States in 1965 for leave On May 19, 2002, Capodanno's “Cause for
and subsequently placed Canonization” was opened. In May 2004, the initial
in a Maryknoll school in documentation was submitted to the Congregation
Hong Kong. As the for the Causes of Saints, with CatholicMil (later
renamed Mission
Vietnam War escalated,
Capodanno) acting
Capodanno volunteered
as Petitioner and
to serve as a military chaplain in Vietnam.
with Capodanno's
biographer
Fr.
Having received his commission as a lieutenant in
Daniel L. Mode
the Navy Chaplain Corps in December of 1965,
named Postulator.
Capodanno requested to serve with the Fleet Marine
On Memorial Day
Force (FMF) in Vietnam. He received training within
weekend, May 21,
the Marine Corps, and was subsequently assigned
2006, Capodanno's
to the 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division
designation as a
in South Vietnam in April 1966. In December, he was
Servant of God was
transferred to the 1st Medical Battalion, 1st Marine
announced
in
Italian Poet - Dante dies
Division, until his year's tour was completed. In June Washington D.C., by Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien of
September 14, 1483
1967, he returned to Vietnam for a voluntary six- the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA. On
month extension, and in July was assigned to the 1st October 1, 2013, Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio
Dante's final days were spent in Ravenna, where he had
Battalion, 5th Marines. Shortly thereafter, he was presided over the formal renewal of the opening of
been invited to stay in the city in 1318 by its prince, Guido II
assigned to H&S Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th the Cause for Beatification. Broglio announced that
da Polenta. Dante died in Ravenna on 14 September 1321,
Marines, 1st Marine Division. It was there that he the newly established Capodanno Guild would serve
aged 56, of quartan malaria contracted while returning from
befriended Lieutenant Frederick W. Smith, the future as the Petitioner of the Cause, and Andrea Ambrosi
a diplomatic mission to the Republic of Venice. He was
founder of Federal Express. Capodanno was widely as Roman Postulator. Following a year-long investiattended by his three children, and possibly by Gemma
known for his willingness to share the hardships of gation, Bishop Gerald Barbarito in 2019 officially
Donati, and by friends and admirers he had in the city. He
suffering Marines on the battlefield. Capodanno's credited Capodanno with the miraculous healing of a
was buried in Ravenna at the Church of San Pier Maggiore
Marine companions referred to him as the “Grunt Florida woman with multiple sclerosis.
(later called Basilica di San Francesco). Bernardo Bembo,
praetor of Venice, erected a tomb for him in 1483.
Padre”.
Marianne is New York State Deputy and Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389.
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Source: Wikipedia.
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MIRACLES AND FEASTS
by Sal Moschella - Golden Lion Editor Emeritus

S

talls full of food; inviting scents that pervade the crowded
streets; music in the background; and the red, green, and
white colors that decorate streets and shops. This is what
most of us remember of a feast sacred to Neapolitans in the world
– the feast of San Gennaro, the patron saint and protector of Napoli.
Celebrated in many parts of the world, principally in Naples, Italy;
where-ever Neapolitans have emigrated; and one described as ”the
mother of all San Gennaro’s festivals” in New York City’s “Little Italy”
section. Why is this feast so popular and why is San Gennaro so
venerated by Neapolitans where-ever they settled?
Januarius, known as Gennaro, was born around 272A.D. near
Naples, Italy. He became the bishop of Benevento, a city near Naples. During the persecution
of Christians spearheaded by the Emperor Diocletian around 300 A.D., Gennaro was imprisoned for his Christian beliefs. Thrown in jail, he was tortured to renounce his faith. Gennaro
was thrown in a blazing furnace, placed on a torture rack, dragged by chariots through the
city, and thrown into an amphitheater to be preyed upon by the wild beasts, but Gennaro
came out unscathed. Attributing Gennaro's miraculous survival to some type of black magical
spell rather than a divine intercession, he was condemned to capital punishment by beheading. It came in 305 A.D., on the 19th day of September in Pozzuoli,
near Naples. The martyrdom of Gennaro because of his Christian
faith would lead to his sanctification.
According to belief, after Gennaro's beheading, blood was collected
by a pious woman, who enclosed it inside two vials. The body of
Gennaro was buried in a secret location and moved often, so that the
pagans could not find it. Under the rule of the Emperor Constantine,
in 313 A.D., the persecution of Christians came to an end. At this
time the Neapolitans exhumed the remains of their martyred Saint
and transferred them to the catacombs of Naples. On this occasion,
the woman displayed the glass vials of San Gennaro's blood, and it is believed that on this
day was the first that his dried blood became liquid. Through the centuries, both vials of blood,
his skull and his skeletal remains were moved between various cities, for both political reasons and the prestige that came with their possession. Finally in May of 1497, the then
Cardinal had San Gennaro's remains moved to Naples and placed at the main altar of the
Cathedral of Naples, the “Duomo." The very first official written testimony of the liquefaction
of San Gennaro's blood was recorded in 1389, when his blood, kept in two vials, liquefied just
as it had done on the day of execution over 1,000 years before.
Each year on the Annual Feast Day of San Gennaro on September 19th, the vials containing
the blood of the martyred Saint are brought out of the vault in the Duomo and placed on the
altar for people to view them during the day. Everybody prays for the prodigious miracle of
the liquefication of San Gennaro's blood. When the blood liquefies, the miracle is announced
with Naples’ church bells tolling and the firing of a 21-cannon salute from a military installation. The people of the city in jubilation proclaim joyfully “Viva San Gennaro,” they cheer, cry,
and rejoice; and Naples is believed to be safe. Then the Sacred Relic is carried by a procession to the main altar of the Cathedral of Naples, where it remains until it is returned to the
vault. It is tradition that when the vials are on view in the church, the faithful can kiss the
sacred relics for good luck. I well remember that my mother took me at least twice to the
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ria! Yes, they will sell you their dough!!!)
Layer some fresh mozzarella, sliced tomatoes and basil and grill it! If you haven’t
tried making grilled pizza, you must! Serve
with a side salad for a yummy dinner!!!
With Michele Sewitch
You can dice them up and throw them in a
pasta salad. Cook them down and toss
Welcome back J
with some rigatoni and pancetta, topped
with some freshly grated ParmigianoReggiano. There is always Bruschetta (my
It’s summer harvest season & fave!!). Hollow them out and fill with some
What does that mean ...
rice and chicken. Slap a slice right on
TOMATOES!!!!
some crusty Italian Bread. Dice them up in
a frittata ... the list goes on, and on!
I am usually not one to really eat tomatoes but I can’t
get enough of the ones right off the vine in my backyard But, when you have too many and you
garden!
want to preserve some here is a great
recipe!
There are sooooo many recipes for tomatoes!
Here are just some of the ways I use tomatoes …
Traditional Sun Dried Tomatoes:
Store bought Pizza Dough (yes when you have kids this Place the tomatoes cut side up on a grid
is usually the way to go, but I get it from the local pizze- and sprinkle each tomato with a little salt.

Cathedral to kiss the vials. Because the process of the clotted blood been liquefied, and then
reverting to a solid state cannot be scientifically explained, the transformation of the blood is
referred to as the “blood miracle of San Gennaro.” For the next 8 days the people of Naples
celebrate the Feast of San Gennaro with festivals, street fairs, music, parades, and shows –
with an unmitigated allegria (joy). If the blood fails to liquefy, it is considered a bad omen for
the city. In fact, before the 1980 earthquake that left 2,000 dead, the miracle of San Gennaro’s
blood had failed to occur.
At the time of the mass Italian migration in the late 1800s, the Italian immigrants from southern Italy, mostly from Naples, arriving in New York, settled in what was to become “Little Italy,”
centered around Mulberry Street. Settling with their own, this neighborhood gave Italian
immigrants the support to cope with homesickness, difficult living conditions, and kept them
in touch with their culture and customs.
In 1880, these Neapolitan immigrant families on Mulberry Street started a feast in honor of
San Gennaro. A group of cafe owners erected a small chapel in the street to house the image
of their patron Saint. They invited all to partake and asked the devoted to pin an offering to
the ribbon streamers that are hung from the statue's apron. This money was then distributed
to the poor of the neighborhood. But their saint needed more than a street sanctuary, they
decided to find a place of worship dedicated to San Gennaro, and so a magnificent chapel
was created in the Church of the Most Precious Blood on Baxter Street in Little Italy.
Eventually, the church was designated as the home of the National Shrine of San Gennaro.
(Annually, the NYSOSIA celebrates the founding of the Order in 1905, with a solemn Mass at
this church).
The Feast of San Gennaro (Festa di San Gennaro) is an Italian American religious tribute and
festival, the most anticipated event in New York City. Originally a one-day religious
commemoration held at the church, the festival was first celebrated in New York 95 years ago,
in September 1926, when the Neapolitan immigrants congregated along Mulberry Street in
the Little Italy section of Manhattan in New York City, to continue the tradition they had
followed in Italy to celebrate San Gennaro, the Patron Saint of their city. On the last Saturday
of the feast, following a celebratory Mass at the Church of the Most Precious Blood, a
candlelit Grand Procession of the saint was held through the streets of Little Italy. The statue
of the Saint is followed by a large number of faithful; colorful wagons carrying children;
representatives of Italian associations; and the Italian queen of New York.
But it is not strictly a real religious procession. Originally a one-day commemoration,
eventually the festival expanded into an 11-day street fair just as it is to this day - 2021. At the
height of its popularity, it occupied about 30 blocks on Mulberry Street and cross streets, as
all the residents participated. Today its popularity has not diminished but attracts people from
all over the world, but the area has been reduced, partly due to gentrification. Whoever has
been at the feast has experienced an Italian food extravaganza from sausages to zeppole;
Italian artifacts from street vendors; games and parades; and other fun attractions. In the
past, I’ve been there almost every year, attending with a mixed feeling of joy and nostalgia in
experiencing my past and a most beautiful Neapolitan tradition. The feast is now an annual
celebration of food and drink, and a major tourist attraction. If you are anywhere near NYC,
make it a day by attending this festival. It’s not only a Neapolitan tradition but an Italian one.
Sal Moschella is a Past Editor of the Golden Lion (1997-2017); and a member of Columbus Lodge #2143 of
Farmingdale, since 1978.

Cover with netting to guard from dust and
insects.
Place the tomatoes under direct sun light.
Remember to bring the tomatoes into the
house in the evening.
Repeat for 7 days.
Carefully turn the tomatoes once a day.
Tomatoes will be ready when they are dried
and wrinkled.
***Tomatoes can be preserved in olive oil or
placed in an air tight bag and frozen. If you are
using them right away, toss the tomatoes with
olive oil, chopped garlic, salt, oregano, fresh
chopped parsley, chopped fresh basil leaves
and hot pepper flakes you like the heat.
Or you can speed up that whole process by
slicing them and putting them in a 400 degree
oven for 20 minutes then lower the oven to
300 degrees for 90 minutes. Take them out
once they are good and wrinkled, let them
cool and follow the same steps above for pre-

serving the tomatoes.
Buon Appetito

Michele Sewitch is Past President of Galileo Galilei
Lodge #2253 in Hicksville.
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by Florence Gatto

DANTE

I had students named Dante over the years, I know a tailor named Dante and my friend in Italy named her cat
Dante! There is also a video game called Dante. Why?
Who was Dante? I recently learned that my father sailed
on a ship called S S Dante Alighieri when he immigrated
to New York in the 1920s. Although Dante is a popular
name today (probably chosen from - baby naming
books), many parents have no idea about the real Italian
Dante. Why would they? He lived and wrote 700 years
ago in Firenze. Dante Alighieri is celebrated throughout
Italy as the greatest Italian poet. His epic narrative poem “La Divina Commedia”
written in Italian rather than Latin, begins when philosopher Virgil escorts Dante
in a search for Beatrice in the afterlife. They start through an entrance on Good
Friday that said “Abandon hope all ye who enter here.” Since I am “a fraidy
gatto”, I would have turned around and ran.
They go through the nine circles of hell and encounter corrupt politicos and other
sinners including Francesca and Paolo who sway forever in the winds of hell for
their sin of adultery. These could be contemporary themes! The Devine Comedy
is not a funny read at all. It is a spiritual journey of life in three parts: Inferno,
Purgatorio and Paradiso. Actually, if Dante ever said “Go to Hell”, he meant it.
He created the nine cantos (circles) of torturous hell in L’ Inferno with graphic
descriptions and assigned sinners to the depths according to the severity of their
sins - anger, gluttony, greed, social conflicts, corruption. I think I have an idea
who you could meet down there! Dante had political aspirations but at one point
he was exiled and imprisoned in a dank and scary torre by his opposition. I visited that medieval tower and later went to Dante’s honorable burial site in
Ravenna. He died in 1321.
I love to browse in local bookstores. I see the latest publications by my favorite
Italian American writers Adriana Trigiani, Lisa Scottoline and David Baldacci,
sometimes on display in the front of the store. In Italy I visit book stores also. I
like Libreria Nanni in Bologna where our American authors Hemingway,
Steinbeck, and even Stephen King are sometimes featured. But if you stroll
deeper into the shelves you may find a rarity, as I did - an illustrated copy of L’
Inferno. It was not a first edition! The drawings evoked terror! The grotesque
disturbing faces reminded me of the monsters in Maurice Sendek’s Where the
Wild Things Are. Although Dante’s difficult classic is included in Italian curriculum, only parts are assigned in American courses. Most students know of L’
Inferno, but Paradiso and Purgatorio are hardly ever read. Dante’s masterpiece
shows us that evil is always punished. I wonder if any of our modern writers will
be remembered years from now. All I know is, I better behave myself so I can
say, “Paradiso, here I come! “
Florence is a Founding member & Past President of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372. Flo is the author
of The Scent of Jasmine - Vignettes from a Sicilian Heritage (Pub. Legas). Flo studied in Perugia and Siena
Italy under National Fulbright and NYS teacher grants.

Did You Know?
While leading us through the onset of the 2020 pandemic, Nancy DiFiore Quinn has finished her
2 year term as National President. Nancy’s from Per Sempre Lodge #2344 of New York.
Thank you Nancy. Below are the new National Officers with New York in bold.
On August 14, OSDIA Elects Robert A. Bianchi, Esq. of New Jersey. as National President
Joseph A. Boncore, Esq. of Massachusetts, National First Vice President
Michael G. Polo of Connecticut, National Second Vice President
Thom A. Lupo of New York, National Third Vice President
Dr. Mark S. DeNunzio of Florida, National Fourth Vice President
Tony Bisceglia Anderson of Northwest, National Fifth Vice President
And
Frank Gattuso, Esq. of New Jersey, National Orator
John Saladino of Massachusetts, National Recording Secretary
Louis R. Santoro of New Jersey, National Financial Secretary
Joseph F. Rondinelli of New York, National Treasurer
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy of California, National Historian
Rev. R. Adam Forno of Florida, National Chaplain
National Past President Joseph Sciame of New York was appointed and then elected to continue serving as President of the Sons of Italy Foundation® (SIF).
Past State President Robert M. Ferrito of New York was appointed and elected to serve as

National President of the Commission for Social Justice® (CSJ).
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An ode to love letters
by Mike Cutillo
Love notes in Italian — or in any language, really — mean a lot
to our family.
In 1955, our Mom and Dad met in Dad’s southern Italian village
of San Salvatore Telesino, which also happened to be the
hometown of Mom’s grandmother. Mom was an 18-year-old
Italian-American girl accompanying her nonna on the trip; Dad
was 24 at the time. They met, enjoyed each other’s company
and had an enjoyable summer.
Like so many good things, however, it came to an end when
Mom and her nonna headed back to America in the late summer. Neither Mom’s family nor Dad’s was anywhere near well off enough to afford long-distance telephone calls, so before she left, Mom vowed that she would keep in touch by letter.
Dad said he would do the same.
Both were true to their word, though the interesting thing was that neither could speak the
other’s language very well. No problem in this burgeoning romance: Mom would write her
letters in English, and Dad would get them translated into Italian by his best friend Edmondo;
Dad would write back in Italian, and Mom would get them translated by an Italian professor
she knew.
And so it went in a long-ago version of what Instagram, email and Twitter can do in an instant
today.
Dad remembers that some days his “inbox” in the village would be flooded with letters,
sometimes two, three or more would be stuffed in their mailbox. He didn’t write back quite
as frequently, but he remained faithful to the effort, usually sending off at least one or two
notes a week.
This went on for almost two years, and believe it or not those love letters formed their
courtship, they drew them closer until eventually Dad decided to “pop the question” and ask
Mom if she wanted to marry him. She said yes, though she was not prepared to live in Italy,
so Dad said he would move to the United States.
In 1958, they were indeed, hitched, and they would have celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in 2008. Mom died that year, but their love affair — carried on via the postal service — remains a huge part of family lore, even though those love letters, sadly, were lost in
a house fire our family suffered years ago.
I was reminded — again — of this tender story when a friend sent me a note and asked me
if I might be able to translate it for her. It was handwritten in Italian in a flowing, fancy cursive
script that made it difficult to make out many words but reminded me of letters my grandparents used to send to Dad after he had moved to the United States, so I knew it was old.
It also seemed like many lines in the letter ended with words that were meant to rhyme, so
I wrote back to my friend and told her I wasn’t quite sure yet of all the words, but it seemed
like it was either a poem or a song.
See emailed back and said, “YESSSSSSSSS!!!!! That is what we thought all these years.”
She then filled me in on “the rest of the story.” Her aunt was a WOW — or Women Ordnance
Worker — during World War II at the Seneca Ordnance Depot in upstate New York. She fell
in love with an Italian POW who was housed at the Depot, and he wrote the love note to her
after returning to Italy while also proposing marriage. She did not want to leave her family,
however, so she turned down the proposal, though she kept that sweet love letter.
One word in the poem threw me off. It was repeated four times, but I could not make it out.
I told my friend it looked like “Bruna,” and I wondered if that was her aunt’s name. She wrote
back and said no, her aunt was named Elvida, but she was a brunette.
“Aha!!!!!!” I wrote back. “Bruna” is Italian for “brunette.” This love-struck former Italian POW
had given his amore a pet name!
And just to give you an idea of the depth of his love for my friend’s aunt, here are two lines
he wrote:
Non c’e donna pui bella di te
T’amo tanto e ti vorrei per me.
(No woman is more beautiful than you
I love you and want you for me)
No, I’m sorry. Instagram, Facebook, email, none of them can hold a candle to those old love
letters.
Mike Cutillo is a proud past president of Geneva Lodge #2397. Check out his first book, “George
Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races: My Italian-American Life” on Amazon. Contact him at
mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com.

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

We invented Opera…….and much, much more
I once heard an exuberant Italian American say, “We invented Opera.”
“We invented Opera” might appear at first an incredibly boastful statement, although when it comes to music, Italy, and Italians, it may be an
understatement. Yes, opera came about in Italy in the late 1600s when the
vocal and orchestral musical forms were combined with drama and the visual arts of scenery, setting and dance. A remarkable achievement, but there
is much more to note about Italy and music.

The Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 is happy to welcome their newest members who were initiated at
the August general meeting. From left to right: Sellaro Lodge President James Cerullo, Donald Arnoni,
Rosemarie Arnoni, Janet Cataldo, Agatha Tina Grottano, Maria Diliberto, Frank Diliberto, Jr., MaryAnn
Cuccia, and Virginia Markowski. Benevento a tutti.

Today, the most recorded and most often performed piece of classical
music worldwide is Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons.” Johann Sebastian Bach, considered by many the greatest composer who ever lived, was an admirer of
Vivaldi. George Frederic Handel the composer of “The Messiah, from which “The Hallelujah Chorus” is
taken was greatly influenced by the Italian Baroque masters. Every piano student knows that Italian is the
language music is annotated in. The “Sonata Form,” the way in which a musical subject is stated, explored,
and expanded upon in a symphony or a concerto, (exposition-development and recapitulation) is believed
by many scholars to have its origins in the Catholic or Latin Mass; specifically the early acapella sung
masses, i.e. Opening Prayer, Kyrie, Gloria, Credo.
Alas, Opera and Classical music are not the world’s most popular music forms. But there is one Italian
musical form that Italian Americans, (indeed the world) are most familiar with, and that is the Neapolitan
song. The world because one may hear versions of O Solo Mio, Oh Marie or Return to Sorrento on a New
York Jazz Station or while casually dining in any restaurant in any city in the US or as friends tell me in a
Macao casino in China. Further, searching the internet will reveal singers and musicians from Poland to
the Philippines and Korea singing their own versions of Funiculi Funicular, Tu Vo Fa L’Americano and Ciao,
Ciao Bambina among others.

Antonio Meucci Lodge # 213 Summer Installations. Above left, l-r: Past Pres. Bro. Antonio Amato, Past First
Lady Sr. Tina Amato, Sr. Margaret Bernabei- new member, current First Lady Sr. Pamela Danza, Pres. Mario
Cermele; above right, l-r: Bro. Giuseppe Rosamilia, Former 1st Vice Pres. Bro. Vito Cirioni, Bro. William King;
below, l-r: Top row, Bro. Walter Mareianti, Sr. Tina Maria Salerno, Pres. Mario Cermele, Bro. Lorenzo Santoli,
Sr. Dena Formica, Bro. Stephen Formica. Bottom row, Sr. Dr. Dolores Pinto, Bro. Joseph Salerno, Bro.
Anthony V. Miceli, Jr., Sr. Rosalia Miceli, Sr. Joann Strobel.

Before reviewing some of our favorites it’s worth noting that Neapolitan music and song originate in the
opera; and like the opera, the deeply emotional subjects and conflicts of the human condition are explored;
desire and romantic love, treachery as well as the beauty and wonder of life including its folly and comedic
aspects. Unfortunately, the English lyrics to many of these songs do not reveal what they are really about.
Precise English translations of course would not have fit into the melodies. On the other hand, the emotion
and feeling embedded in their melodies enters our hearts and minds at the sound of just a few notes.
For example,” O Solo Mio,” or Oh My Sun; everyone knows the song is about the sun or sunshine. “Che
bella cosa, na journata e sole,” meaning “what a beautiful thing is a day of sunshine.” “N’aria serena, doppo
na tempesta,” the calm air after a storm.” Elvis turned it into “It’s now or never, so hold me tight,” and sold
five million copies. Tony Martin had a hit when he changed it to “There’s No Tomorrow,” in 1949.
Both of these rewrites to the song’s beautiful melody, hold up whether strummed on a guitar or scored
for orchestra. As romantic and heartfelt as they are, they fail to deliver the original songs true meaning, its
dramatic and emotional kick. “Ma n’atu sole, cchiu” bello, oi ne’ O solo mio Sta nfronte a te.” Translating to
“But another sun, more beautiful still, my own sun stands before you.” We are never told who that person
standing before us is. The lyrics are a poem, written by a poet, Giovanni Capurro, that can be interpreted
in several ways. It is most often thought to be a sweetheart or lover. I imagine it could be a wife or a mother,
a child or one’s country even. Whatever it is, O Sole Mio may as well be the Italian National Anthem. In
fact, in 1920, at the opening ceremony of the summer Olympics in Belgium, O Solo Mio was played instead
of the Italian National Anthem because the music to the anthem had been misplaced. No one skipped a
beat.
There are so many other Neapolitan songs that could be translated here, whose stories should be told,
revealed I think is the better word. “Oh Marie,” for example.
“Oh Marie, hey Marie, do you know what your doin, your doin to me,” (Jimmy Roselli) or “Marie, the
dawn is breaking, Marie, my heart is achin, Marieeee.”
One line translated from the Italian goes, “Marie, oh Marie, let me sleep another night embracing you.”
“Oh, Marie,” was made into a popular Big Band tune by Glen Miller in the 1940s and sung and recorded
hundreds of times by all the well-known Italian American crooners from Sinatra to Dean Martin, Vic
Damone and the lesser knowns like Alan Dale and Del Casino. Let us not forget the symbolism of the name
“Marie,” that all these Marie’s are named for Mary the Mother of Jesus.
Then there is “Volare,” meaning “To Fly” written and sung by Domenico Modugno in the late fifties and
followed up by the iconic “Ciao, Ciao Bambina,” meaning “Bye, Bye Baby,” its title and lyrics about the
casual romantic encounter. One of its lines in translation goes, “Like a storm, love passes through, there
once, and then no more.” Its no wonder that the saying “Ciao Ciao Bambina,” has become an idiomatic
expression throughout the world.
In “Volare” the singer soars in beautiful blue painted skies, “Nel blu de pinto de blu” higher and higher
over the sun pointed with stars. He flies listening to a sweet music played for him alone, “na musica dolce
sonava soltanto per me.” But when the sun sets, and the moon comes up he continues “to soar and dream
in the blue of his lover’s eyes studded with stars. “Ma io continuo a sognare negli occhi tuoi belli, che sono
blu come un cialo trapunto de stelle.”
Can anyone but an Italian have written these words?

Constantino Brumidi Lodge No. #2211 initiation of 6 new members at their August General Membership
Meeting held on August 17. Standing left to right: 1st-Vice President, Susan A. Soldano, Membership
Committee Members Carol Nani and Lucille Romanello. Seated left to right: Lynn Petry, Harold Montefusco,
Stephanie Montefusco, Laura Grau, Lodge President Sabrina Savino, Maryellen Blank and Mike Bivona.

Next time, more translations, but for now, Ciao,Ciao Bombina.
Various Sources: Wikipedia, Encyclopedia Britannica etc.
Pasquale Scida is the Past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180.
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The Golden Lion
is seeking new advertisers - or former
advertisers to return!
We are asking businesses to promote
themselves with our
advertising.
Call our office at
1-800-322-6742 for
further information

Have a
Happy
Columbus
Day!
Enjoy
Parades
throughout
New York
State!

Filial Friendliness
Send photos of gatherings with other lodges (for other than the normal events and dinner dances) displaying one of our main tenets...

FRATERNITY

OSDIA DISTRICTS 1 AND 2 & THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
SUPERVISOR CHAD LUPINACCI
PRESENTS
THE 2021 LONG ISLAND SONS AND
DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
***116th Anniversary of our Order’s founding***

COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND PARADE
Columbus and America - The Truth Will Persevere Forever

GRAND MARSHALS FOR 2021
GRAND LODGE OF NY STATE IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT ANTHONY NACCARATO
FORMER NY YANKEE LEGEND JOE PEPITONE
NEWS 12 L.I. ANCHOR RICH BARRABI
WRHU HOFSTRA RADIO PRODUCER/HOST & PRESIDENT AIAE CAV. JOSEPHINE MAIETTA
BROOKLYN DIOCESE VINCENT LEVIEN

Show Pride in Your Italian Heritage!!
March in the Long Island Columbus Day Parade!

Sunday, October 10, 2021

Send photos
for our next
issue of the
Golden
Lion.

Main Street (25A) Huntington, Long Island
OPENING CEREMONY - JOHN J. FLANAGAN CENTER
ASSEMBLY AREA - YMCA PARKING LOT
Program at 11 a.m.
Parade Start Time 12:00 p.m.
BRING YOUR FAMILY … BRING YOUR FRIENDS
AND CELEBRATE YOUR ITALIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE!!

UPDATE:

The Brothers and Sisters of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 celebrated Summer
2021 (photos directly above and below) on Sunday July 25th, with Family, Friends and
Special NYSOSDIA Guests, including NYS IPP Anthony and Mary Naccarato of the
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge # 2163. The weather was a bit on the wet side but that did not
stop all from having a great day thanks to the availability of the Seaford American Legion
Post Hall and the delicious BBQ from Pips Pit. (NYS Treasurer Ernie Magliato of the
Petrosino Lodge #285 and his crew). Music was provided by Brother Mark Sarro,
President of the Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2385.
- President Patricia Edick
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On behalf of State 2nd
Vice President/
Fundraising Chairman
Arthur Spera, please be
advised that the drawing
of the State $100 Raffle
via Zoom has been
pushed back to Sunday,
November 7th (Time of
Drawing TBD).
Regrettably, there have
not been enough tickets
sold to reach the committee's goal of 800, which
would enable them to give
out the full prizes, otherwise, 80% it will be.
Brother Arthur and Raffle
Chairman Ernest Magliato
are asking for any assistance you can provide to
sell your unsold tickets ...
surely, working together
with one "last push" their
goal can be achieved.
Again, thanks to all that
supported the 2021 State
$100 Raffle Fundraiser ...
your efforts are most
appreciated.

THE GOLDEN LION
2101 Bellmore Avenue - Bellmore, NY 11710
www.nysosia.org
Phone 516.785.4623 Fax 516.221.6742 EMAIL nyosia@aol.com
State President Michele Cangiano Ment

Editor Mark A. Ventimiglia

Advertising Anita Rosato

_________________________________________________________________________
October 2021
Dear National Officers, State Officers, Lodge Presidents, Brothers and Sisters:
We are quickly approaching the Christmas season and will again be printing a special Christmas ad
section in the November/December 2021 issue of The Golden Lion newspaper.
With Christmas in your heart this joyous time of the year — be sure to take the opportunity to extend
warm and fraternal greetings to OSDIA Brothers and Sisters statewide, making our holiday greeting
section a great success. Everyone’s participation will make this year’s issue better than ever!
ONE SIZE AD ONLY

2 x 2 ½ ~ $40.00
LIMIT OF 20 WORDS, INCLUDING NAMES AND TITLES
DEADLINE FOR THE HOLIDAY ISSUE IS MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2021
To place a greeting, please contact Anita Rosato at 631-271-1272 or email her at anitr@optonline.net.
You may also mail your greeting, along with your check made payable to the NYOSDIA Golden Lion
and mail it to:

NEW YORK OSIA GRAND LODGE OFFICE
“GOLDEN LION NEWSPAPER CHRISTMAS GREETING”
2101 BELLMORE AVENUE
BELLMORE, NEW YORK 11710
Many thanks and may you all have a blessed Christmas and Happy, Healthy 2022!
Fraternally,

Anita Rosato

Golden Lion Holiday Advertising

Mark A. Ventimiglia
Golden Lion Editor

