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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK    

My Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends, 

At this very difficult time in the United Sates, Italy and indeed around the world, our 
Grand Council, First Lady Mary, my entire family and I hope that you’re all well and 
coping with this extraordinary period. As 2020 began, none of us could have possibly 
imagined the trying times that we would soon experience. Frankly, I began the year 
full of hope and optimism and with plans for the spring. Mary and I looked forward to 
numerous visits to all upstate lodges, to meet and spend time with our brothers and 
sisters whom we normally don’t get to see in person. 

 (continued on page 3) 
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION 

 
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the 
Golden Lion on time at your new address, and the NY 
Grand Lodge will save the 75 cents charged by the United 
States Postal Service for each returned newspaper.  Please 
notify us of a change of address as soon as possible. 
 
Print all requested information, otherwise changes cannot 
be processed. 
 
Name ________________________________________________                   
             Last                                    First                               MI 
 
Lodge # _______________________ 
 
Old Address  _________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________ State _____ ZIP __________ 
 
New Address _________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________ State _____ ZIP __________ 

 
MAIL TO:  New York State OSIA Grand Lodge 

Attention:  The Golden Lion 
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY  

11710-5605
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NEW YORK OSIA HALL OF FAME

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  
JULY 6, 2020 

 
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent 
as a document file.  All photograph captions must be typed identifying lodge 
with full name and number; all persons should be identified.  Digital photos 
should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the camera or 
phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published.  DO NOT copy and 
paste photos in email, rather attach as a file.   All articles and captions must 
be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles are not returned.  
The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertisements, and 
other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, and 
for conformity to the ideals of the Order.  For further information please 
contact the Editor by email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK   (continued from cover page)

While our plans had to change, it 
is enormously important for all of 
you to know that we are still full of 
hope and optimism for the future 
of America and OSDIA. Although 
we certainly do not want to dimin-
ish this very serious pandemic 
that is devastating many areas of 
the world, especially New York 
and Italy, I have no doubt that we 
will beat this disease. We have 
defeated many other dreadful 
challenges in our past. 

Since I believe that our New York 
State Golden Lion has been the 

publication of record since our Grand Lodge was founded on January 
10, 1911, it is important that this article, along with the entire edition, 
clearly and accurately captures the magnitude of the pandemic and 
the actions we took to deal with it. It is our obligation and duty that we 
leave behind a true, accurate and unbiased historical record for our 
future leaders and members of our Order.  

The United States, and the world, during the last three months has 
experienced a viral epidemic in a magnitude not seen in more than 
100 years – since the Spanish flu. That flu lasted from January 1918 
to December 1920. President Donald Trump on Friday, March 13, 
2020 declared a state of emergency which is still in effect as of this 
writing. On the same day, I limited the number of OSDIA members who 
could meet at the installations that were planned for the rest of March. 
After reassessing the growing concern of the medical community and 
our governmental leaders, on Monday, March 16, 2020, I decided to 
close all March installations and all other lodge events until further 
notice. 

In the ensuing days, many of the states closed schools and business-
es and set strict limits on social gatherings. The Federal “state of 
emergency” is still in place and restrictions remain in the lower parts of 
New York State at least through the end of May. Some upstate area 
businesses were allowed to “open” on May 15, 2020, under phase one 
of four phases. Please be guided by my letter that was forwarded on 
May 15. As of May 15, 2020, approximately 86,000 people have suc-
cumbed to this disease in the United States. About 26,000 of these 
deaths occurred in New York State; especially NYC, Nassau, Suffolk, 
and Westchester counties. While the deaths have affected a cross-
section of the population, it has disproportionally affected the elderly 
and those with pre-existing conditions. 

Although there is speculation about fully lifting some of these restric-
tions, it appears that most medical experts, including one of the fore-
most authorities in this area, Dr. Anthony Fauci, who in the past was 
honored at one of our NELA dinners, believe that social distancing 
must still remain in place at this time, particularly in areas like New 
York, where the outbreak has been so widespread with devastatingly 
high morbidity. 

As of today, May 18, 2020, although there is talk about a variety of new 
medical testing procedures, a possible vaccine in the testing process, 
and a possible somewhat effective therapeutic drug (Remdesivir) on 
the horizon, there is no clear indication of when this pandemic will end 
or subside. More importantly, we do not know when the general public, 
and especially our members, will feel safe to return to normal life; be 
willing to participate in large gatherings; or travel outside the general 
vicinity of their homes. Therefore, at our quarterly Executive Board 
meeting on April 16, 2020, for the first time conducted via a telephone 
conference, the Board unanimously accepted my recommendation 

that our annual Convention, which was postponed from the end of 
May to the middle of September, be completely cancelled for this 
year. 

History was made on Saturday, April 25, 2020, when our Spring 
Plenary was also conducted by telephone conferencing. We had 
thirty-six Grand Council Members and approximately sixty-five 
other attendees on the telephone. A conscious decision was made 
to allow any member to participate in the telephonic Plenary, as we 
normally do when we hold it in person. At this unique Plenary, our 
Grand Council, pursuant to article 49 of our bylaws, unanimously 
ratified the recommendation of the Executive Board and voted to 
cancel the 2020 Convention. To the best of my knowledge, this 
was the first time a New York State Convention was completely 
cancelled in New York State history. 

I personally thank the Grand Council and all the other telephone 
participants for the professional and fraternal manner in which the 
business of the Order was conducted. All the necessary reports 
were presented, including all financial records, and the full busi-
ness of the Order was efficiently accomplished. Our thanks to 
Carol DiTrapani, our Grand Lodge Executive Assistant, and Eileen 
Stavis, our Office Manager, for the efficient preparations they made 
in order for us to have such a well-organized and productive 
Plenary. 

Besides the health and safety of our membership, always our top 
concern under all circumstances, the following reasons were also 
considered in our decision to cancel the convention: The cancella-
tion will be a substantial financial boost to our filial lodges at this 
extremely problematic and stressful time, especially when 
fundraising is very difficult; we are all experiencing emotional dis-
tress; and some of our younger members may be out of work and 
possibly facing financial problems. 

If conditions allow, we will replace the convention with a one-day 
event, on October 31, the scheduled plenary date, within driving 
distance for a vast majority of the convention delegates. At this 
event, we will have abbreviated Executive Board reports; trustee 
and commissioner elections; lodge charitable donations; the State 
$100 raffle and other essential business of the Order. Until then, 
outgoing trustees and commissioners will remain as acting 
trustees and commissioners, with the full authority granted by our 
Bylaws. 

We will maintain expenses as low as possible, at about $75.00 per 
delegate to offset our expenses. Guests will be charged an amount 
only to cover the cost of the venue and meals. The delegate 
charge and the personal expenses payment may be modified as 
necessitated by our budget. To keep costs reasonable, only lodge 
Presidents, the IPP and a moderate percentage of the delegates 
will be required. The lodge presidents will bring election ballots in 
a sealed envelope, signed across the seal. It will take place around 
the Westchester area; every effort will be made to keep costs as 
low as possible. In the event that circumstances will not allow an 
in-person meeting, it will be held by social media, as will the raffle. 
The elections will be conducted by mail and will be structured to be 
as fair as possible, to all candidates.  

For your information, the Executive Board will forgo the usual hon-
orarium for the first quarter of the 2021 fiscal year and will continue 
to do so until we are certain that we can meet our April 1, 2020 to 
March 31, 2021 budget. 

Kindly continue to sell the $100 raffle tickets since this is the 
largest fundraiser for the Grand Lodge. We require this income to 

ANTHONY NACCARATO 
 State President 

Grand Lodge of New York

meet our financial obligations, such as salaries, rent, 
utilities, insurance, rental of equipment and printing 
of the newspaper, just to name a few of our fixed 
expenses. The raffle return date is now the middle of 
October, but please return all sold tickets as soon as 
possible to the Grand Lodge and kindly continue to 
attempt to sell the rest. Please do not return the 
unsold tickets at this time, since you still have many 
months to sell them. 

Regrettably, the Gift of Sight luncheon scheduled for 
September 12 and the Cooley’s Anemia Dine-Around 
scheduled for October 6, have both been cancelled 
for this year. Other events such as the golf outing 
have been rescheduled for Tuesday October 13, at 
the same venue. The Grand Lodge Cigar Night is still 
scheduled on September 8, and the Golden Lion 
Gala on November 19. It is possible that other can-
cellations may occur depending on the prevailing cir-
cumstances.  

All lodge meetings and events must be guided by the 
regulations being promulgated by New York State. 
Again, kindly refer to my letter forwarded to all lodge 
presidents, state officers and other officials on May 
15th. We are very pleased that the Districts and the 
lodges are having telephone conferences on their 
scheduled monthly meeting night. I had the privilege 
and the pleasure to have participated in many of 
them and I encourage all of you to do the same. 
During this period of separation, without a known 
duration, it is imperative that we keep in regular con-
tact with our members, with a special emphasis on 
the elderly and anyone with special needs. This is the 
time for us to exemplify our motto: Liberty, Equality, 
and Fraternity.  

Please rest assured that your health and safety will 
always be our number one concern. We will never 
put you in jeopardy, under any circumstance. We 
must all recognize that we have no idea when this 
pandemic will end, and how long we will need to 
avoid congregating as a fraternal organization. All the 
decisions will be science-based and not on political 
or personal beliefs. The Executive Board and I take 
your safety as a solemn vow that we accepted when 
we took our oath on June 1, 2019.  

Please remember that I am always available to talk 
to any of you, for anything that you may have on your 
mind. My cell number is (917) 539-9321. 

May God bless you. Kindly pray for our nation, Italy 
and the rest of the world during this extraordinary 
time. 

Insieme: Oggi, Domani e Per Sempre 
 
Together: Today, Tomorrow and forever 

Fraternally, 
 
Anthony Naccarato 
State President 
Grand Lodge of New York 



REV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA 
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN
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District Lodge Name of Deceased DOD 
4 Fr. Donald B. Licata Lodge #2435 Margaret "Peg" Degano 12/28/2019 
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Zina Assenzio  4/15/2020 
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Josephine DeBraccio  4/23/2020 
2 Captain Kathy Mazza Lodge 2163A Emanuel LaGatta   4/1/2020 
2 Captain Kathy Mazza Lodge 2163A Theresa Loria  4/25/2020 
1 Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 Giacomo ‘Jack’ Abruzzo  4/21/2020 
- Note: those that passed away from COVID-19 will be on a separate Memorial page 

 In Memoriam
FROM YOUR STATE 

CHAPLAIN 
Check out my blog at www.fathercarrozza.com. 

 
Why the Saints 

 
A common objection we receive from critics as 
well as people trying to understand the faith is 
why we invoke the saints. “Why do you 
Catholics pray to the saints?” they ask: “Why 
don’t you just pray directly to Jesus?”  

I always respond this way: “Do you ever ask a 
friend to pray for you?” “Of course!” they 
respond. “Well, why do you pray to your friend? 
Why don’t you just pray to Jesus yourself?” No 
one who asks a friend to pray for them is for a 
moment implying that they’re asking the friend 
to pray instead of praying themselves; they’re 
asking their friend to pray along with them. And 
of course, no one is thinking that their friend is 
going to be the one who grants the answer to 
their prayers. Well, if we can ask friends on 
earth to pray for us, why can’t we ask our 
friends in heaven, the saints? It’s part of what 
we call the Communion of Saints, that the souls 
on earth, the souls in Purgatory, and the souls 
in Heaven are not separated from each other in 
such a way that we can’t be of assistance to 
one another when needed. Only the con-
demned souls in Hell are beyond our ability to 
help. Purely speaking, we don’t pray to the 
saints; rather, we pray through them, or we ask 
them to pray along with us. Saint Augustine 
once put it perfectly in a treatise against a man 
named Faustus that he once wrote: 

“We celebrate the martyrs with love and  fellow-
ship. 

“We, the Christian community, assemble to cel-
ebrate the memory of the martyrs with ritual 
solemnity because we want to be inspired to fol-
low their example, share in their merits, and be 
helped by their prayers. Yet we erect no altars 
to any of the martyrs, even in the martyrs’ burial 
chapels themselves. 

“No bishop, when celebrating at an altar where 
these holy bodies rest, has ever said, “Peter, we 
make this offering to you,” or “Paul, to you,” or 
“Cyprian, to you.” No, what is offered is offered 
always to God, who crowned the martyrs. We 
offer in the chapels where the bodies of those 
he crowned rest, so the memories that cling to 
those places will stir our emotions and encour-
age us to greater love both for the martyrs 
whom we can imitate and for God whose grace 
enables us to do so. 

“So we venerate the martyrs with the same ven-
eration of love and fellowship that we give to the 
holy men of God still with us. We sense that the 
hearts of these latter are just as ready to suffer 
death for the sake of the Gospel, and yet we 
feel more devotion toward those who have 
already emerged victorious from the struggle. 
We honor those who are fighting on the battle-
field of this life here below, but we honor more 
confidently those who have already achieved 
the victor’s crown and live in heaven.“But the 
veneration strictly called “worship,” or latria, that 
is, the special homage belonging only to the 
divinity, is something we give and teach others 
to give to God alone. The offering of a sacrifice 
belongs to worship in this sense (that is why 
those who sacrifice to idols are called idol-wor-
shippers), and we neither make nor tell others 
to make any such offering to any martyr, any 
holy soul, or any angel. If anyone among us 
falls into this error, he is corrected with words of 
sound doctrine and must then either mend his 
ways or else be shunned. 

“The saints themselves forbid anyone to offer 
them the worship they know is reserved for 
God, as is clear from the case of Paul and 
Barnabas. When the Lycaonians were so 
amazed by their miracles that they wanted to 
sacrifice to them as gods, the apostles tore their 
garments, declared that they were not gods, 
urged the people to believe them, and forbade 
them to worship them. 

“Yet the truths we teach are one thing, the abus-
es thrust upon us are another. There are com-
mandments that we are bound to give; there are 
breaches of them that we are commanded to 
correct, but until we correct them we must of 
necessity put up with them.” 

The saints are our heavenly prayer partners, 
our role models, our heroes, but only God is our 
God! So by all means, invoke the aid of the 
saints! They help us by their example and their 
prayers to follow Christ.

From the Editor’s Desk! 
 
My desire is that this special issue gives you some solace in the 
Fraternity that is depicted during this tribulation.  I did not put officer 

titles on the Memorial (p. 9), because in this scourge all are equal (Equality), however 
I did use titles when denoting a family member relationship for those not in the Order.  
In addition, the categories where done in no particular order and will be updated in sub-
sequent issues, hopefully with recoveries for all that currently have or may contract 
coronavirus.  This page also has a picture of a Saint, I don’t recall knowing, that I 
snapped while walking on the grounds of the Shrine of Our Lady of the Island in 
Manorville, Long Island.  It is run by my friends of the Monfort Missionaries and is a 
place of quiet reflection, with lots of space for social distancing; donated by Italian-
Americans. In “1953 – 70 acres in Eastport, Long Island were donated to the Monfort 
Missionaries by Crescenzo & Angelina Vigliotta, Sr. for a shrine to honor Mary, Mother 
of God.”  The Saint is Jeanne Jugan and the quote at the foot of her statue is, “Take 
good care of the elderly.”  I found this apropos for our Order as we are a fraternal orga-
nization with mostly mature constituents which the virus, if we anthropomorphize it, has 
targeted disproportionally as a psychopath might do with a certain motive.  We have 
risen to the challenge to help not only members but communities (see photos on pp. 10 
&11). Even a single call to fearful, elderly and alone member makes you special.     
 
This issue is filled with letters, quotes, captions, poems, historical perspectives (Spanish 
flu included, p.13), emotions and normalcy (as the contributing writers update us on the 
Order and our culture).  Our State President, Anthony, has been omnipresent on social 
media and his incite on ways for us to forge through this challenge is captured in his 
message beginning on the front cover. 
 
I have family in healthcare including my nephew Stephen, an executive at Northwell, 
that has sent a letter (p. 19) thanking us.  Many more letters of thanks will come from 
the many hospitals and individuals you aided - ‘Grazie.’ - the Order’s Lion signifies our 
strength (p. 20).  My Wife, Mary Ellen, an Oncology Registered Nurse, who is serendip-
itously on leave, still wants to battle this, but I am happy she is home away from the new 
enemy.  A nurse  since the outbreak of AIDS and every virus since, I tell her ‘the younger 
nurses will handle this.’ She is a special person in a special vocation - love you! 
 
Although it may feel like Liberty has been curtailed, remember it is ‘we the people’ and 
in this labyrinth of uncertainty we will find a way to the light of yesteryear. I hope you 
were able to remember to mourn and remember our military on Memorial Day and I wish 
you all a wonderful, if different, Independence Day.  And lastly I pray with all of you for 
the day when we can say ‘COVID-19, it’s over.’ 
 

Mark A. Ventimiglia. 

Corrections: January - March issue: 
p. 22 - John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389 new member Arlene Buraczynski was listed incorrectly under 
District II Lodge No. 1016.  p. 21 - Contributing writer Michele Sewitch’s title not at bottom of article. 
  
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

OUR SITES:  Grand Lodge website: http://www.nysosia.org/. - now updated and 
includes past Golden Lion issues going back to 2014. 
YouTube channel: “NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE”.   
Facebook page: Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Grand Lodge of New York 
Smugmug photos: robertgraham.smugmug.com.  New York State Photographer 
Bob Graham’s website . 
NYS President Anthony Naccarato has his own Facebook page and is also on 

Instagram at: “anthonyosdia”.      
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NEW YORK OSDIA IN THE NEWS 

State President 
Anthony Naccarato was 

busy around  
New York State but, 

after shelter at home he 
provides outreach via 
Youtube videos from 

his home  
(see directly below).

State President Tony Naccarato (and 1st Lady Mary) at Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 
Installantion on March 12.  New President, Gaspare Randazzo, second from left. His wife 
Marianna is to his right. 

State President Tony speaks at 
Cellini Lodge #2206 Instalation on 
March 2.  National President, Nancy 
DiFiore Quinn in foreground.

New President, Maurice Andreozzi to right of State President Tony at the   
Roma Intangible Lodge #215 Installation on March 8.

Sgt. Basilone Lodge #2442 on February 22.  A video taping session, at 
the E. Seatuket Library, as a recruiting and positive image tool. It was 
organized by Luisa Potenza, President of lodge.  It was shown extensively 
on Public Access TV in the East Seatuket area.

APRIL 25, 2020 PLENARY  
SESSION TELECONFERENCE 

Geraldine Iannello Graham 

To comply with physical distance requirements, 
the use of teleconferencing was implemented to 
enable all to attend the Spring Plenary Session.  It 
is not surprising that technology was the answer to 
keeping everyone safe, which is a priority of NYS 
President Anthony Naccarato and the Executive 
Board. 

The Plenary Session convened with the roll call of 
officers and a prayer led by Past State President 
Sal Lanzilotta.  Minutes of the February Plenary 
Session were approved with one addition. 

NYS President’s Comments -  
NYS President Anthony Naccarato addressed 
concerns about the NYS Annual Convention.  After 
considerable deliberation it was the suggestion of 
the Executive Board to cancel the Convention.  
President Naccarato cited Article 49 of the 
National Bylaws, giving authority to take this 
unusual and unprecedented action due to extenu-
ating circumstances.  President Naccarato added 
that he felt it was necessary for the safety of the 
people and in consideration of the financial situa-
tion of the lodges.  The motion to cancel the 
Convention was unanimously carried. 
 
Elections for NYS Trustees and Commissioners 

will take place at a special meeting to be orga-
nized in late October or early November.  In the 
interim, trustees and commissioners will remain in 
their respective positions in an “Acting” capacity.   
 
State Corresponding Secretary Keith Wilson said 
that there were no action items to present. 
 
State Financial Secretary Luigi Squillante provided 
an overview of financial accounts, citing outstand-
ing per capita amounts.   
 
State Treasurer Remo Carriero reported that 
audits had been completed in January and 
February with no issues found. 
 
State Principal Trustee Gina Ferrara stated that 
the April audit was cancelled.  Trustees will include 
March and April in their next audit.  She held a 
teleconference call for all NYS Trustees. 
 
State Orator John Fratta stated that he had 
received questions regarding lodge nominations 
and the validity of dual-role positions on a lodge 
council.  
 
State Deputy Ernest Magliato held a teleconfer-
ence call for all NYS District Deputies.  
  
Budget for 2020/2021 
Budget and Finance Chairperson Carlo Matteucci 
presented the operating budgets for the Grand 
Lodge and the Grand Lodge office.  The operating 
budget did not include the convention.  Both bud-
gets passed. 

Fundraising 
State 2nd VP Biagio Isgro reported that several 
events had to be postponed or cancelled.  
Cancelled events are:  Walk for a Cure, Golden 
Lion Dinner (the honorees chosen for this event 
will be honored in 2021), Founder’s Day 115 
Anniversary Luncheon (It was suggested that a 
wreath be placed at the Grand Street site.)   
 
Rescheduled events are:  Cooley’s Anemia 
Dine-a-Round (October 6, 2020), Cigar Event 
(September 8, 2020), Gift of Sight Luncheon 
(September 12, 2020),  The Golf Outing (August 
24, 2020).   
 
Editor’s Note: these dates are subject to change or 
cancellation. 
 
Grand Lodge raffle tickets that have been sold 
should be sent to the Grand Lodge office.  Tickets 
may continue to be sold until September.  The raf-
fle will take place at an anticipated special meeting 
to be held in late October or early November.   
 
National OSDIA 
National OSDIA President Nancy DiFiore Quinn 
reported that the Supreme Lodge is financially sta-
ble. The August National Plenary in Chicago may 
be cancelled. 
 
SIF President Joseph Sciame reported that the 
2020 NELA was cancelled.  The honorees will be 
recognized in 2021, and the scholarship recipients 
will receive honorable mention at NELA next year.  
Ten students were selected for monetary awards, 

which will be given this year.  
Commission for Social Justice (CSJ) 
Please refer to the CSJ column in this issue for 
updates. 
National CSJ President Robert Ferrito stated that 
there is a burgeoning issue in Massachusetts, 
where textbooks by Howard Zin are being pur-
chased for school use.  He mentioned receiving 
suggestions to drop the fight against renaming 
Columbus Day.   
 
Education and Culture 
Education and Culture Chairperson Carolyn Reres 
stated that the next Student Summit would be held 
in 2021.  All International Night concerts at 
Eisenhower Park have been cancelled. 
 
State Scholarships and Awards 
First VP Michele Ment said that the deadline for 
submitting scholarship applications was extended 
to April 30th.  A scholarship in memory of Annette 
Lankewish was added. 
 
No State awards will be given this year.  Names 
submitted for awards this year will be added to the 
nominees in 2021.  The Presidential Lifetime 
Achievement Award will be given to recipients 
Thom Lupo and Mildred Mancusi at a later date.  
IPP Robert Ferrito will be given the Bene Emeritus 
Award in 2021. 
 
Future Plenary Dates:  July 25, 2020 at the 
Antonio Meucci Lodge; October 31, 2020 at the 
Rockland Lodge (sites to be determined).  

Columbus Lodge #2143 
State President Tony (center) with new 
President Gary Caparco and First 
Lady Maria at March 1 Installation.



 LOCAL LODGES - THE WAY IT WAS, AND HOW IT WILL BE AGAIN

Sgt. Basilone Lodge #2442: Members, Phyllis Ierardi, Bob & Angela 
Donato and Grace Ficarra attended a terrific show given by talented 
singer entertainer, fellow Lodge Member, John Ciotta.

Donatello Lodge #2559 - Installation of Officers, March 4, 
2020.  President Carmine Biscardi and his family (foto e' del 
Presidente Carmine Biscardi e famiglia.)

Cellini Lodge #2206 - Installation of Officers, March 2, 2020.  President Anthony Calabro (seated center) and all Officers. 

Cellini Lodge #2206 - Held a successful Trivia Night on February 29.  Chaired by sibling members Matt Duffy Jr., (Corresponding Secy.) 
and Olivia Duffy.  These are under 25 year old members being active for the Order, (picture left).  Table of contestants enjoying the night 
(picture right).

Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Installation of Officers on 
March 11.   President Frank Bonosoro (center) escorted in 
ceremony by Angelo Grande (left) and Bob Graham (right). 

Columbus Lodge #2143 Installation of Officers, March 1, 2020.  From left to right:  Peter Gisonda, Mateo Ferro, Charles Di Prima, 
Frank Franchi, Bill Murphy, Vincent Franchi, James San Fillipo, Sr., Matt Farino, Frank Tiscione, Peter Maresco, James San Fillipo, 
Rocco Napoli, IPP Fred Bellise, and New President, Gary Caparco. 

Sgt. Basilone Lodge #2442: Carlo and Madeline Matteucci were to 
be honored in April by Long Island Community Hospital for their 
charitable work in this Suffolk County news. 

 
LIBERTY 

EQUALITY  
FRATERNITY
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COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA

Brothers and Sisters; 
 
During these exceedingly difficult 
times I am hoping that all our Brothers 
and Sisters are safe. This Corona 
virus has taken a toll on all of us in one 
way or another. For those that have 
lost loved ones our deepest sympa-
thies go out to you and your families. 
Those that continue to struggle with 
this illness know that our prayers are 
with you for a speedy recovery. Our 
Italian American Community is strong 
and will come out of this as we have in 
the past during difficult times. I have 
over the last six weeks been thinking 
about how our grandparents had sur-
vived during the 1905 flu epidemic and 
the 1918 Spanish flu. Think about it, 
not too long after the Spanish Flu they 
were hit with the great depression. 
That did not deter them and they found 
ways to feed their children and again 
survive. The next decade after that, 
these same strong individuals found 
themselves saying goodbye to their 
children, who were off to fight for 
America in World War Two. They 
experienced food rationing and so 
many other necessary items needed 
for the war effort. Most of them were 
discriminated against and treated as 
enemy aliens, despite having children 
overseas fighting for our Country. So, 
to say they have been through a lot is 
an understatement. In the end they 
survived, and their children became 
the heroes of today. We will over-come 
this and be stronger for it. So, please 
keep your families safe and wear a 
mask outside.  
 
Update on our efforts to preserve and 
protect Columbus Day 
 
The fight continues to defend and pre-
serve our Columbus holiday. However, 
it seems that we have been seeing lit-

tle attacks on Columbus and Columbus 
Day. Everyone is concerned with this 
virus and I guess they have placed 
Columbus Day on the back burner. We 
are continuing to put out the positive 
talking points to defend Columbus and 
his reputation. We must be prepared for 
when they resume the negative narra-
tive that they have been pushing for so 
many years. Make no mistake about it, 
they will begin their attacks and we will 
be ready to respond.   
 
I was disappointed with the latest action 
of the Southampton School Board. As I 
have reported to you, we were pleased 
to have two new school board members 
elected to the board. They now make up 
the majority members of the board. It 
was our hope that this year Columbus 
Day would be placed back on the school 
calendar. However, after two meetings, 
in which CSJ had over twenty-five public 
participants in attendance the board 
decided not to place Columbus Day 
back in its rightful place. The decision 
was to have no holiday listed and the 
calendar will read “no school”. This 
again, is discriminatory unless they are 
going to remove all other holidays and 
replace them with “no school”. We will 
continue to fight this action until the 
school board does the right thing and 
replaces Columbus back on the second 
Monday of October.  
 
Columbus, as Taught in the Schools 
 
The Committee has not been idle during 
the present crisis. Two audio confer-
ence calls have been made over the last 
month. The group has been discussing 
plans to satisfy its mission of providing 
schools with fact-based information on 
Columbus’ legacy. Having cobbled 
together diverse sources already, mem-
bers have now designed a plan to cre-
ate a stand-alone website with “meta 
tags” connected to three pilot lodges’ 
websites. The idea is that when stu-
dents and teachers google information 
on Columbus, our sources will emerge 
before all others and capture their atten-
tion firstly. 
 
Research has also been done regarding 
models for our website that we could 
adopt to add creativity and aesthetics, 
such as the Stanford Education Group, 
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of 

American History, and the National 
History Competition Day (Hofstra 
University). Perhaps we may be able to 
link up with these institutions and provide 
our material on their websites too. 
 Links will also be connected to eventually 
other lodges, the State and Supreme 
Order, and the State and National CSJ. 
 
In order to enhance the publicity of the 
website Committee Chairman Lou Gallo 
has already rejoined the Long Island 
Council for the Social Studies as a retiree, 
which will enable him to make presenta-
tions and establish exhibits with these 
professional Social Studies teachers and 
obtain other information on ways to publi-
cize our work. 
 
Over time it is the interest of the 
Committee to further create a podcast 
about Columbus, and there are podcast-
ers who focus on American History, who 
perhaps would entertain Lou and others 
to circulate factual information on 
Columbus’ legacy. 
 
Hopefully, our protracted efforts, doggedly 
applied, will change attitudes and thinking 
about Columbus amongst our educators 
and students in the schools. 
 
Desecration of Columbus Statues 
 
We have still not received a response 
from the New York Attorney General 
Leticia James urging her to classify dese-
cration of a Columbus Statue a “hate 
crime”.  I will be reaching out to the 
Attorney General to get a response from 
her. For those brothers and sisters that 
have not yet signed our change.org peti-
tion to United States Attorney General 
Barr to make these crimes fall under the 
hate crime statute please sign it immedi-
ately. It is a pity that we have over 6000 
members in New York State alone and 
have only received 2095 signatures 
nationwide. It takes less than a minute to 
sign this petition.  
 
New York Times Apology 
 
We have renewed our fight to get the New 
York Times to apologize for their disgust-
ing coverage of the New Orleans 
Lynching. It is not acceptable for the kind 
of attack that was made on Italians, espe-
cially Sicilian Immigrants.  No group 
would ever stand quiet if this trash report-

ing was done to them and neither 
should we. The New York Times thumb 
their nose at us last May, when I went to 
their headquarters to deliver 38 copies 
of a 78-page document asking for an 
apology. They did not have the respect 
or the decency to respond to our docu-
ments. We cannot allow a newspaper 
that claims they are “All the News that’s 
fit to print”, to treat us this way. We are 
sending another letter to them demand-
ing an answer to our original request.  
 
La Bella Lingua Award 
 
I would like to take the time to congratu-
late all our La Bella Lingua Award recip-
ients for 2020.  
 
District 1 – Michael Parrinello 
District 2 – Christopher Piccirillo 
District 4 – Jennifer Klix 
 
We are waiting on the remaining dis-
tricts to send in their recipients. They will 
be listed in the next issue of the Golden 
Lion newspaper. I want to take the time 
to thank MaryAnn Rispoli for chairing 
this award and doing a fantastic job.  
 
I cannot end this month’s article without 
saying how proud we are to have Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. He is the worlds 
renowned expert on infectious dis-
eases. People from all over the world 
are looking to him for help in ridding us 
of COVID-19.  He is truly a positive role 
model for our Italian American 
Community.  
 
In closing, I am urging all to stay united 
and involved in our fight to defend our 
heritage. If you hear of any issues neg-
atively affecting our heritage, please get 
it to us ASAP.  
 
Our CSJ is only as great as the brothers 
and sisters on our executive board and 
our lodge liaisons. Each of them is total-
ly committed to defending and promot-
ing a positive image of our heritage. I 
thank each of them.  
 
Brothers and Sisters, I want to thank 
you for your support to CSJ.  
 
Fraternally, 
John A. Fratta 
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MUSEUM HAPPENINGS 
GARIBALDI-MEUCCI MUSEUM 

420 Tompkins Avenue 
Staten Island, New York 

718-442-1608 
garibaldimeuccimuseum.org 

 
By: Carl J. Ciaccio, Chairperson 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
I sincerely hope the present circumstance surrounding the global health crisis, brought on 
by the Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19), finds you and your loved ones heathy and 
safe.  
 
Recorded history, dating back five thousand years, indicates that humanity has been rav-
aged by plagues, epidemics and pandemics many, many times during that time period. To 
name a couple: Nearly five thousand years ago an epidemic wiped out a prehistoric village 
in northeastern China; in 1918 the Spanish flu pandemic took the lives of approximately 
fifty million people who were afflicted by the virus, worldwide, including 675,000 
Americans. Today, given our supposed medical advancements, it’s a harsh reality to 
accept as global statistics rise to the millions. So many in that number could not be saved 
despite the heroic efforts of the multitude of devoted individuals who step up to the front 
lines and relentlessly give their all to save lives at their own peril. As all the plagues, epi-
demics and pandemics have come and gone, it stands to reason that this pestilence will 
also pass. In the meantime, by all means, let’s all adhere to the advice of our medical-sci-
ence experts, such as Dr. Anthony Fauci, and pray for us all to be blessed with a glorious 
renewal soon to be realized. 
 
Here at the GMM, we were among the first to close its doors to the public and place our 
programs on hold for the sake of public safety. However, our efforts to attend to the busi-
ness of the GMM, to whatever extent possible, has been relentless, despite all obvious 
impediments. Toward that end, I am happy to report that during the museum’s closure, 
numerous appointments have been attended with various contractors to complete the 
required three-bid process in order to meet the Homeland Security Grant mandates. As a 
result, several contractors have been secured who will install a state-of-the-art lighting 
system, alarm system, camera surveillance system, and carpentry work to restore the 
front and rear doors of the museum. In addition, a new, low water consumption toilet has 
been installed in the museum’s restroom and the baseboard heating system has been 
repaired in the first floor Garibaldi Room. Much appreciation is extended to Mr. Nunzio 
Spata, a local Staten Islander and GMM enthusiast, who periodically applies his craftman-
ship, time and treasure to the museum.  
 
Presently, the museum’s brick walkway continues to receive numerous brick donations. A 
total of 108 brick inscriptions have been sent to the printer for engraving. The brick rev-
enue for the first quarter of the 2020/21 FY was $4,450.00. Many thanks to Frances 
Cicero and Stephanie Lundegard for the many hours they spent on the phone to organize 
and expedite such a large brick order. 
 
As of March 31, 2020, the total GMM membership was 242, which reflects an increase of 
28 new members, thanks to the efforts of Carlo and Madeline Matteucci and a $1,000.00 
membership obtained through Joe Sciame’s efforts to increase GMM membership.  A final 
draft of a new membership application is now complete and awaiting an appropriate mass 
mailing date. A note of appreciation is extended to Marianne Bortone Prince and her 
Membership Drive Committee, consisting of Frances Cicero, Marcy Dabbene, Rose Kelly, 
Marianna Randazzo and Ciro Capano. 
 
Italian language classes were suspended with the museum’s closure. A total net revenue 
of $8,438.50 was received from the 52 students who registered. Spring registration rev-
enue will be applied to the next semester, or when things return to normal.  The Opera 
Class has also been postponed. The $1,790 in revenue, received from the seventeen stu-
dents who registered, will be applied to the next semester. 
 

The museum’s Education program is in very good hands, as its newly assigned 
Education Coordinator, Annmarie Cicero and teachers: Amanda Seaman and Marie 
Ingenita have hit the ground running and quickly established a solid program that will, 
without a doubt, continue to expand and significantly contribute to the enrichment of 
Italian culture and heritage, in addition to continuing to promote and stimulate the inge-
nuity of young minds through the annual Young Inventors’ Competition. Despite the can-
cellation of 10 classes, due to the museum’s closure, 131 Title One and 291 Non-Title 
One students attended classes, up to the date of the museum’s closure. 
 
Thanks to the tenacious research devoted by Marianne Bortone Prince, a photograph of 
every GMM Chairperson who ever served has been obtained. As a result, a large poster 
will soon be hung prominently at the GMM in appreciation of their honorable service and 
contributions to the GMM. 
 
The 2020 GMM annual fundraiser luncheon preparations are already underway. 
However, due to the current health crisis, which may impede the arrangement of a tra-
ditional fundraiser, a virtual fundraiser is also being planned as an alternative. All in all, 
we remain hopeful that the 2020 GMM fundraiser will be as successful and profitable as 
the one held on November 2, 2019. As per final report, painstakingly calculated by Carlo 
Matteucci and Jorene Colontuono, the 2019 fundraiser realized an official final profit of 
$30, 763.60. The revenue was $54,151.30 and expenses accounted for $23,387.70.  
Despite its closure, the GMM also continues to seek financial support through the 
Departmemt of Cultural Affairs, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, and the Museum Association of New York, among other resources. 
 
The Venice-New York Project has been impeded by a recent massive flood in Venice 
and devastation from the Coronavirus pandemic. In addition, Mr. Giorgio Bortoli, the 
sculptor and donor of the “Torre Di Luce” to the museum, has sustained a broken foot 
and is presently recovering from the serious injury through intensive physical therapy. 
Despite it all, he remains optimistic and sends his regards to everyone involved with the 
museum. He assures everyone that there will be a jubilant ribbon cutting ceremony on 
the grounds of the GMM, despite any and all impediments. 
 
The GMM website, social media and media related matters are continually being attend-
ed to and updated by GMM Commissioner, Marianna Randazzo who continues to post 
museum related information on Facebook. Technical Consultant, Jessica Randazzo and 
Commissioner Bob Graham are revamping the museum’s website, which will include a 
virtual tour of the museum.  
 
A special note of appreciation is extended to GMM Administrator, Stephanie Lundegard, 
who has remained fully attached to everything related to the museum’s needs, under 
any circumstances. 
 
On behalf of all our OSDIA Officers, Board of Commissioners, National Overseers, 
Museum Staff and Volunteers, I extend our sincere appreciation for your ongoing sup-
port of our national treasure. 
 
May you remain safe, healthy and strong, as we traverse these uncharted waters. 
 
Andiamo Sempre Avanti! 

Closed because of COVID-19.  Hope to see our beloved 
museum open soon.  Please support our GMM.      v  v  v        
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A TIME TO REMEMBER MEMORIAL

Dear Brothers and Sisters of OSDIA - Although we are living through a 

time of uncertainty, there is one thing of which I am certain.  Our faith, 

resilience, and courage; blended with love and genuine concern for one another, 

will see us through.  Fraternally.  - Marianne Bortone Prince 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters:Before going ahead to read this article, I would like you to know that my prayers and thoughts are with each and 

every one of you during these trying times.  We must put ourselves in the presence of Our Lord and request He hold us so tenderly, close to His heart 

and ask Him to protect us from all evil.  Along with the staff and Editor Mark A. Ventimiglia and myself we pray for your safety and good health 

and ask the same request of you for all of us at The Golden Lion Newspaper.   Be safe!  - Rae Lanzilotta 

During this difficult time of COVID19 

please stay safe and stay well.  All our 

brothers and sisters across this great nation 

are precious to us and we need every single 

one of you to keep our beloved OSDIA 

moving ahead and “keeping the lion on the 

move.”  Be patient and “this too shall  

pass”. - Nancy (Nancy DiFiore Quinn, 

National President OSDIA) 

To All My Fraternal Brothers and Sisters, Let us all, on a 

daily basis, petition the almighty with a reverberating prayer to 

grant us a pristine renewal, free of pestilence. Meanwhile, keep 

yourselves safe and healthy, and whenever possible lend a helping 

hand to those who are unable to help themselves.  

Sincerely, Carl J. Ciaccio 

Con l’aiuto di Dio, anche questa terribile maledizione passera’ 

Che la nuova aurora portera’ la luce di speranza, compassione, 

pazienza, vigilanza, e il coraggio di continuare con la nostra vita 

quoditiana.- Sal Moschella 
As an Occupational Therapist who served 

almost forty years caring for the elderly, 

this pandemic has greatly affected me. 

Every night I pray for those we lost to this 

terrible disease and their families; espe-

cially since they didn’t get a chance to be 

with them to say goodbye or to grieve prop-

erly. I also pray for the wonderful people 

who are physically caring for the sick and 

for those who are providing us with the daily 

necessities of life, while risking their own 

lives. Let us reflect on how we can contribute 

by observing the medical recommendations 

that will help prevent further spread of this 

epidemic. We also need to perform acts of 

kindness that will make others feel better; 

with a smile; a compliment or a phone call. 

Let us not forget the elderly, the ill, the 

lonely and those with special needs. 

- 1st Lady Mary Naccarato 

Members Lost to COVID-19 
Ann Carbonaro, Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 
Ralpha Nicolosi.(Mother of President Alberta Ippolito),  
Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 
Louis Garcia, Columbus Lodge #2143 
Michael Capagna, Columbus Lodge #2143 
Michael Cuminale, Perry Como Lodge #2846  
Camille Buonanno, Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285 
Vincent Cirelli (aka Vinny Peanuts), Lt. Joseph Petrosino 
Lodge #285 
 

Members’ Family Lost to COVID-19 
Mario Forte - Le Amiche Lodge #2550 brother of Margaret Forte 
4/14. 
 
Brad Spera (58), brother of Arthur Spera, NYS Recording 
Secretary, April 11, 2020. Brad was a former member of the 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 from 1998-2005. 
 
Lt. Joseph Petrosino #285: AnnaMarie Leone sister of Josephine 
Leone & Niece to Rose Leone; Anthony Monfredo brother and 
brother in law to Nick & MaryAnn Monfredo; Bridget Prezioso wife 
of Vincent, Parents of Joann Robertazzi; Helen Considine sister 
and sister in-law to Peggy and Joe Petrosino. 
 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211: Rose Marie Kavanaugh, 5/3, 
Sister of Past Brumidi Auxiliary President Carmel Lamont; 
Roseann Sansone - Goddaughter/Cousin of Past Brumidi Auxiliary 
President Fran Barone. 
 
Frances DeLuca, beloved mother of Elizabeth Laska, President of 
the Andrea Doria Lodge #2201.  
 
Philip Foglia, Esq.  A 2018 Winter Charity Ball honoree, Philip 
Foglia was a true gentleman and leading figure in the Italian 
American community.  Most recently, he successfully campaigned 
to have a statue of Mother Cabrini in Battery Park.  
 
Sister Jennie Viggiano, Past State Trustee, Founder/Past 
Venerable of the Fanfani Ladies Lodge #2128A and the 1995 
Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Award recipient. Jennie was a devoted 
member of the Order and served with great passion and pride,  
always proud of her beloved Italian heritage.  She passed away 

after a short battle with the coronavirus at 101 
"years young."   
  
 

Essential Workers and Volunteers 
from Local Lodges 

 
Caboto Lodge #2372: Tina Pizzullo - 
cashier ShopRite supermarket; Susanne 
Mariorana - Head Start Program Teacher 
& Volunteers to deliver meals to children 
and families. 
 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163: Frank 
Sammartano - Fire Commissioner for 
Jericho Fire District; Michael J. Giuffrida, 
MD - General Surgeon at St. Francis 
Hospital; Anthony Monteleone - truck dri-
ver. 
 
Cellini Lodge #2206: Pasquale Ferrara 
Jr. - Medical Specimen Courier; Jessica 
Calabro - Physical Therapist, Northwell 
Health; Annamarie Hernandez - Nurse 
Manager at LIJ; Maria Irace - Medical 
Receptionist in Infectious Disease for 
Northwell Health; Vincent R. Illuzzi, RPh, 
Pediatric Oncology Pharmacist @ 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center; 
Joseph Pallisco - Town of North 
Hempstead & Volunteer Fire Fighter, 
Franklin Square FD; Danielle Pallisco - 
Croxley's Ale House, curb-side pickup; 
Anthony J. Pallisco - Town of North 
Hempstead & Volunteer EMT, Franklin 
Square FD; Anthony P. Pallisco - 
Costello's Ace Hardware, Garden City 
Park, one of first stores to build a barrier 
between customers and cashiers; Michael 
Dolan, Sr. – volunteer fireman, New Hyde 
Park Fire Department; Frances Dolan - 
Volunteer visitor, Ladies Auxiliary NHP 
Fire Department; Food Volunteers: 
Anthony Calabro and members of lodge; 
Michael Bello - teacher; Janna Andrews - 
teacher; Mark A. Ventimiglia - professor, 
remote college instruction; Ronald Rando 
- chef, food services. 
 
Columbus Lodge #2143: Edward 
Bochynski, Lab. Supervisor Northwell 
Laboratories; Joseph Caparco, Lab. 
Supervisor St. Frances Hospital; Kenneth 
Geick, Nurse Northport Veterans hospital; 
Anthony Capogna, Funeral Director Law 
Funeral home; Gregory Massimi, tlc; 
Bryan Carbone, Nassau County police; 
Anthony Musarra, NYC police; Joseph 
Musarra, NYC police; Antonio Pagan, 
NYC police; Michael Savallo, Homeland 
Security; Charles DePrima, Fire 
Department; Matt Farino, U.S. Postal 
Service; Frank Franchi, U.S. Postal 
Service; David Gulko, U.S. Postal 
Service; Joseph Saladino, Supervisor 
Town of Oyster Bay (TOB); Frank Gatto, 
TOB; Frank Musarra TOB.  
  
Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285: 
FDNY Firefighter Philip Bizzarro; FDNY 
Firefighter Neil Brennan; Joe Ilardi - 
Network System Engineer, New York 
State Courts; Jacqueline DePaso 
McCauley, Registered Nurse (Inova 
Fairfax Hospital) and hand made masks 
volunteer.  
 

Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - Arthur 
Spera - truck driver for JP Express in Deer 
Park; Joseph Spera - Field Operator, 
Suffolk County Water Authority, maintains 
the pump stations and wells to supply 
clean water for Suffolk County.  
 
John Michael Marino Lodge #1389: 
Joseph M. Velotti - Funeral Director and 
owner of Roslyn Heights Funeral Home; 
Lisa Velotti - funeral home; Joseph Velotti, 
Jr., EMT -Tom Giovenco - elevator 
mechanic; Jacqueline Maura - Teacher; 
Peter Prudente - fire department;  Nina 
Coccarelli Rivera - Pathologist Assistant; 
Ellen Dean - Community Chest of Port 
Washington, COVID-19 Helping Hands for 
Seniors Program; Elisa Delaney - 
Community Chest of Port Washington, 
COVID-19 Helping Hands for Seniors 
Program. 
 
Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A: 
Libby Ostrander - King Kullen 
Supermarket in Valley Stream; Christina 
Stathes Rodriguez – Full Time Vault Clerk, 
COSTCO Holbrook; Rosemarie Baffo-
Stathes – Infection Control and 
Prevention Nurse, Beach Terrace Care 
Center, Long Beach; Kristen DeCicco – 
Volunteer administering - COVID -19 
nasal swab and antibody tests, Valley 
Stream;  Mildred Mancusi  - volunteer, 
preparing food and baked goods for the 
Blair Longaro Group to distribute to local 
hospitals and nursing facilities; Leeann 
Balestrieri - Registered Nurse. 
 
Basilone Lodge #2442: Angela Donato - 
volunteer, sewed and donated masks to 
the Hospital. 
 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211: 
Daniel Calise - Trade Unionist, Leader for 
New York State Nurses Association han-
dling Hospitals and Nursing Home in 
Queens, Nassau, and Suffolk,  providing 
leadership, Protective Personal 
Equipment (PPE's) and meals to the 
Direct Care Staff; Sal Mangano – donated 
200 catered meals to St. Catherine’s 
Hospital; Frank Montuori, Danny Cicale, 
Daniel Calise & Karen Lorito served (take-
out) meals to needy members; Susan 
Soldano, Gino Bartalini, Dan Cicale, 
President Carmine Soldano & Karen 
Lorito serve 240 (take-out) meals to the 
community. 
 
Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319: 
Joanne Thomas Grove - Smithtown Fire 
Department; Mario Lanzone - Smithtown 
Fire Department; Jerome Prinzevalli - 
Smithtown Fire Department. 
 
Perry Como Lodge #2846: John 
Simeone - pharmacist working overtime in 
Huntington Hospital and Mt. Sinai 
Hospital. 
 
Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2385: Mark 
Sarro, Town of Hempstead Employee for 
Department of Sanitation in Merrick. 

Members With or Recovered from COVID-19 
Tina Pizzullo - Caboto Lodge #2372.  
 
Antonio Pagan - Columbus Lodge #2143. 
 
Cellini Lodge #2206: Anthony Calabro, Colleen 
Ferrara, Pat Ferrara, Luigi Squillante, Kathy 
Kilfolye, Gerry Spahn, Mary Spahn, Sandra Siano, 
Anita Mascioli.  
 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211: Linda 
Maggio, Janet Dickert -  
 
Anthony Donato - Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge 
#285  
 

 Members’ Family With or Recovered from 
COVID-19 

Christopher Balestrieri - husband of Leeann, Per 
Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A. 
 
Violet Sacco, mother of Danny Sacco - Vigiano 
Brothers Lodge #3436. 
 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211: Nicky 
Romanello – Son of Past Brumidi Auxiliary 
President Lucille Romanello; Gina Satiro – daugh-
ter of Brumidi member Jean Simeone;  Bobby Satio 
- Grandson of member Jean Simeone. 

Holy Sonnets: Death, be not proud 
- BY JOHN DONNE 

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee 
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so; 
For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow 
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me. 
From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be, 
Much pleasure; then from thee much more must flow, 
And soonest our best men with thee do go, 
Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery. 
Thou art slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men, 
And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell, 
And poppy or charms can make us sleep as well 
And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then? 
One short sleep past, we wake eternally 
And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die. 
 
- submitted by State President Anthony Naccarato, “This is 
one of my most comforting poems about death for many 
years ...  “death” never wins.

Editor’s Note: It is with deep gratitude that I thank all the staff and writers that enable me to publish the Golden Lion - please see their quotes to you on this page and elsewhere in this issue.  I hope this 
page has made its mark; if you were not recognized or did not submit, subsequent issues of the Golden Lion newspaper will certainly update it for you.  ‘E pluribus unum’   -Mark V.
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Columbus Lodge #2143 - Ziti, meatballs, and chicken dinner for the lab-
oratory workers of Saint Francis Hospital.  First Lady Maria Caparco  per-
sonally prepared, cooked and baked. 

Cellini Lodge #2206 - Ronald Rando cooking for healthcare workers and the military in 
NYC, and his son  Joe driving a video truck past numerous constructions sites, hospitals, 
and neighborhoods to show support during these times.

Mildred Mancusi – Preparing food and baked goods for 
the Blair Longaro Group to distribute to local hospitals 
and nursing facilities –  State Trustee and Past 
President, Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A. 

Christina Stathes Rodriguez – Full Time Vault 
Clerk, COSTCO Holbrook – Per Sempre Ladies 
Lodge #2344A. 

Rosemarie Baffo-Stathes – Infection Control and 
Prevention Nurse, Beach Terrace Care Center, Long 
Beach – President,  Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A. 

Kristen DeCicco – Volunteer administering 
COVID-19 nasal swab and antibody tests at 
a Valley Stream physician’s office - Per 
Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A. 

St. Francis Hospital 

Northshore Hospital with the filial friendliness of Tulip 
Caterers of the America Lodge #2245. 

Long Island Jewish Hospital 

Winthrop Hospital 

John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389, 
Port Washington  

When a request for volunteers was made 
by the Community Chest of Port 
Washington's "Helping Hands for Senior 
Citizens" Program,  Lodge member Elisa 
Delaney immediately answered the call.  
The program entails shopping and delivery 
service for senior citizens and others 
who cannot leave their homes or apart-
ments during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Elisa contacts the senior assigned to her to 
obtain the list of needed weekly groceries 
and arranges the delivery date with the 
senior. Pictured is a beaming Elisa having 
just completed her "helping hands" shop-
ping at a local supermarket. It is people like 
Elisa who make a difference in this world.

Cellini Lodge #2206 -  members helping out the front line.  May 5th delivered lunch to Winthrop Hospital; May 6th 
delivered dinner to North Shore Hospital; May 7th delivered dinner to LIJ and May 8th delivered lunch to St. Francis 
Hospital.  All the hospitals and staff were very grateful.  President Anthony Calabro - “Thank  you to all the mem-
bers who joined me at the hospitals when the food arrived”. (See labeled hospitals in images above).

Pngitem
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Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
The Deer Park lodge, on May 14th, hosted a 
Community Italian Take-Out Food Service to attempt to 
help the lodge financially during this difficult time.  
Customers were given a choice of delicious Italian 
meals such as: Meatballs with Rigatoni, Chicken Cutlet 
Parmigiana with Rigatoni, and Penne ala vodka.  
Orders were place over seven days and customers 
drove up to the lodge between 5:00pm and 7:00pm 
while social distancing.  The lodge may consider host-
ing similar events in the future. Left to Right: Susan 
Soldano, Gino Bartalini, Dan Cicale, President-
Carmine Soldano, Karen Lorito. 

FEED OUR HERO’S AT WINTHROP HOSPITAL 
Vincent Giordano, Immediate Past President of America 
Lodge #2245, proprietor of Tulip Caterers in Franklin 
Square, NY, recently organized a Feed Our Hero’s Go 
Fund. Tulip Caterers together with eleven local businesses 
including: All Island Dermatology; All Island Pest Patrol; 
Bridgeview Mortgage Corp.; E.M.T. Provisions;  Gavalas 
Law; Nick’s Full Force Electric; Rotondi Construction; 
Simon & Company; Thomas Barbaro D.P.M.; Toner Law; 
and V. Guinta & Son Roofing all made contributions to sup-
port the project. On Wednesday April 29, 2020, Dino Fino 
of Tulip Caterers delivered ten Six Foot Hero’s complete 
with salads and cookies to Our Hero’s at Winthrop Hospital 
to show our support for their dedication and efforts for our 
community. 

We have another Frontline Hero 
in the Per Sempre Ladies 
Lodge #2344A. Libby Ostrander 
working everyday at King Kullen 
Supermarket in Valley Stream.

Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163 - Frank Sammartano and daughter Sandee.  Frank is Fire 
Commissioner for Jericho Fire District, a 2 time Ex-Captain of the Guardian Engine 
Company #2.  Sandee is a ER Trauma Nurse at St. Francis Hospital, soon to be at 
Winthrop ER in Mineola and also a Paramedic for the Jericho Fire Department.  Both are 
involved in any rescue or fire calls that come in to their department.   

Basilone Lodge #2442   
“I sewed and donated masks 
to the Hospital.” - Angela 
Donato 

Michael and Frances Dolan, Cellini Lodge #2206 - Mike is a volunteer fire-
man with the New Hyde Park fire department; Frances volunteers visiting 
members for the Ladies Auxiliary NHP Fire Department; their daughter 
Colleen is a NYC police officer.

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - Orator 
Joseph M. Velotti is the owner of Roslyn 
Heights Funeral Home, a licensed Funeral 
Director for over 30 years and has never 
experienced anything like this virus. During 
the pandemic Joe has worked tirelessly help-
ing as many families as possible without 
compromising his standards. 

Vincent R. Illuzzi, RPh, MS Past 
President Cellini Lodge #2206, 
2013-15; Pediatric Oncology 
Pharmacist @ Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center.

FDNY Firefighter Neil Brennan, Treasurer- 
Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285. 

 Lt. Joseph Petrosino 
Lodge #285 

President Joe Ilardi 
Network System 

Engineer New York 
State Courts has been 

on site at Various 
Courthouses setting up 
virtual court rooms to 
keep the NYS Court 

System running. 

FDNY Firefighter Philip Bizzarro (Lodge Member – Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285) 
and brothers FDNY Firefighter Peter Bizzarro FDNY Firefighter and FDNY EMT Patrick 
Bizzarro are sons of Members of Petrosino Lodge Angela & Jerry Bizzarro, and Nephews 
to Joseph Ilardi President of Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge & AnnMarie Ilardi 2nd Vice 
President Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge. We thank the Bizzarro Boys and Neil for the ongo-
ing service and dedication during this trying time. 

Leeann  (Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A) and Christopher 
Balestrieri.  Leeann is daughter of Joan and Past State President 
Joseph Rondinelli  and a Registered Nurse.  See Christopher’s let-
ter to Leeann on page 12.

Registered Nurse 
(Inova Fairfax 

Hospital) Jacqueline 
DePaso McCauley,  

Lt. Joseph 
Petrosino Lodge 

#285 handmade over 
20 masks and mailed 

all the way from 
Virginia for lodge 

members. 



MILESTONES, LETTERS, PERSPECTIVES & 
QUOTES

v

(continued from p. 10) 
“Our Son (Son-in-Law) Christopher Louis wrote this about Our 
daughter, for those who know NYS Past State President 
Joseph Rondinelli and Past First Lady Joan, our chests are out 
with pride and eyes filled with tears of love for both of our chil-
dren, Leeann (Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A) and 
Christopher Balestrieri. Leeann you are and always will be our 
Special Angel”: 
 
I am sharing this photo (see p. 10) not just because it was one 
of the best days of my life, but because I am proud to call this 
woman my wife and my very own HERO. As I sit home recov-
ering from COVID19 I can't help, but to take notice a day in the 
life of my wife as a student and a hero to many. She starts her 
day with a full morning of classes and then heads to work to 
fulfill her duty, passion, and obligation as a nurse caring for 
elderly family members effected by this viral beast. Like most 
doctors and nurses, she has NO IDEA what she might be 
walking into. Working short staff, possibly having to facetime 
family members to say good bye to their loved ones, not being 
able to eat or even take a bathroom break. I text her to ask her 
how her nights are going or just simply I love you and some-
times to get a response until she's about to clock out to come 
home. She walks through the door tired, sweaty, marks of her 
PPE on her face bc she has been wearing a mask for hours, 

hungry yet has no appetite, takes a shower, and then goes to 
sleep and wakes up the next day to do it all again. I see her 
mentally, emotionally, physically, and overall just beat up and 
broken at times because of this whole experience. I couldn't 
imagine having to watch people die on a daily basis and hav-
ing to facetime their families so they can say their final good-
byes. Her hand is sometimes the last hand that her patient 
holds before they take their last breath, yet she still gets up 
and goes back for more. I do not know how she does it, I do 
not think I could handle going through that everyday. I under-
stand that our medical professionals sign up for this, BUT they 
DID NOT sign up for what were are going through now. It takes 
a special person to do what our doctors and nurses do, espe-
cially during times like this. Leeann, I am not only proud to call 
you my wife, and my partner through this life experience, but 
you're my hero and ANGEL from above. I honor your work 
ethic and passion for what you do along with that special gift 
you have to care for others. I want you to know that I am 
ALWAYS here for you by your side. No matter how tired, 
stressed, or preoccupied I may be with things on my plate I will 
always be there whenever you need me. In a little over 3 
weeks we celebrate 3 years married. It's been a wild ride with 
you and I look forward to the rest of our lives together. I love 
you, unconditionally, with all of my heart! I am so proud of you 
and who you are!! Keep doing what you do!

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Celebrates 100 Years!  
On April 10, 1920, Long Island's first OSIA lodge, Loggia Glen Cove, was formed in the 
City of Glen Cove by Giuseppe A. Nigro. Guiseppe immigrated from Sturno when he 
was a teenager and within a few years time opened a coal and lumber yard in Glen 
Cove. Joining Giuseppe were ten other Italian-Americans: Charles Anzalone, Carmine 
Caggiano, Vincent Gambino, Angelo Genova, Antonio Grazioso, Domenick Izzo, 
Arcangelo Macedonia, Pasquale Nigro, Giuseppe Sanfratello and Giuseppe Trimarchi. 
Instrumental to the inception of the lodge was Carmine Cacchiola who was also active 
in the New York State Grand Lodge and was the OSIA National Deputy for the State of 
New Jersey. The ceremony to officially open the lodge was held in the Orchard House 
and was attended by the Italian ambassador, the Mayor of Glen Cove and other digni-
taries. Members of Loggia Glen Cove have been a catalyst in the formation of other 
OSIA lodges on Long Island and a number of the region's lodges trace their roots back 
to Loggia Glen Cove. From the start Loggia Glen Cove welcomed women into its ranks 
and many of the women in the lodge have held and currently hold leadership positions. 

CONSTANTINO BRUMIDI LODGE  
HOSTED MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM 

& STAYS IN TOUCH WITH ITS  
MEMBERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

(Lodge closed since March 23, 2020…….Flags at Half Staff in honor of Pandemic 
Victims).  Appearing in The Neighbor Newspapers. 

 
The Constantino Brumidi Lodge No. 2211 in Deer Park continues to be committed to 
its membership.  Lodge President, Carmine Soldano states that “Due to the fact that 
our membership’s median age is approx. 65-70, we are sincerely 
concerned about their health and well-being and trying to help them 
stay safe and healthy in any way we can.”  On Wednesday, April 1st, 
the lodge hosted a “Meals on Wheels” program for its members.  
Members were instructed to call the day before and place their meal 
orders.  The following day, each member that placed an order was given a pickup time.  
The member was instructed to drive up to the Lodge’s exterior kitchen door.  They were 
then given the number of hot meals they ordered and would then drive off.  The pro-
gram was well received by members who were unable to cook or shop for themselves. 
The lodge has also increased its communication methods.  Members are sent frequent 
emails both informative and entertaining at times to keep them sane during long periods 
of isolation.  They have also been instructed numerous times to monitor the lodge web-
site, Lodge facebook page, and listen to automated voice phone tree messages from 
officers of the lodge.  Most importantly, they have been instructed to call one of the 
lodge officers should they have any problems or need anything during these unprece-
dented times. Trustees and Directors meetings have been held by means of Video 
Conferencing which started in the month of April.  The lodge is attempting to keep 
things as normal as possible.  However, it is a big challenge in tough times.     
The officers and members of the Constantino Brumidi Lodge send their prayers and 
best wishes to all our Brothers and Sisters and their families in New York State and 
around the Country.   Our members hope everyone stays safe and healthy during this 
pandemic. 

As the last 2 months have been nothing short of surreal with having to stay home with our families, that has not really been the 
case for mine. My husband Joseph Rondinelli who is a Sergeant in the Public Safety Division with the Town of Oyster Bay has 
been out there on the front lines along with his co-workers making sure our residents are abiding by the rules to help keep each 
other safe during this Pandemic. So, when he walks through the door I think I can sigh a breath of relief that he is now home in 
our safe haven, NO that is not the case.  Joey’s radio soon sounds off and he continues risking himself as a VOLUNTEER EMT 
with the Massapequa Fire Department. He is one of the most selfless men I have ever known and in so many ways and for that 
we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  THANK YOU JOEY!! 
I would  like to thank my son Joseph who has also remained out on the front lines working for the NYC DEP on a daily basis 
keeping everyone safe.  I need to thank our daughter Leeann who is a nurse and continues to report to her frontline job every 
day. There are not enough words to express to her at this time. To my son-in-law Christopher who is a Federal Customs Agent 
at JFK Airport.  Chris tested positive for this deadly virus and is healing with the help of medications.  I’m happy to say that he 
went back on the front lines.  Thank you one and all for continuing to keep us safe. 

        - Joan Rondinelli (Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A) 

There is a famous quote by Fred Rogers: “When I was a boy 
and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would 
say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people 
who are helping.’”  

Perspective of the COVID19 pandemic in early March. My first 
thoughts were about what small way I could help, as a (some-
what) young, healthy adult. My thoughts brought me back to 
my beloved Vincent Lombardi Lodge. It’s a lodge in which I am 
one of the youngest members, and where we have many 
members who are older and have health risks. So I contacted 
our acting President, and asked if it was okay for me to use our 
communications to reach out to members and offer my assis-
tance with groceries and other emergency needs for those who 
couldn’t or shouldn’t be out in public during this time. She not 
only said for me to go ahead, but asked me to offer her assis-
tance as well. So I simply sent a note to our members, letting 
them know that she and I could help and to please reach out 
to us if needed. In return I was overwhelmed with responses 
from others who wanted to help and be of service to their fellow 
brothers and sisters. I wasn’t surprised though, because this is 
what OSDIA is all about.  
But we are certainly not the only ones. As the days, weeks, and 
now months have passed, I’m once again blown away by all of 
the helpers. Neighbors are reaching out to neighbors to offer 
help with groceries and other needs and sending food and 
treats to our frontline workers. More dogs and cats than ever 
are being adopted out of local animal shelters. Well-wishers 
are “adopting” high school seniors, decorating their porches 
and sending cards and gifts and most of all words of under-

standing and encouragement. And have you seen all the 
stuffed bears that are appearing in windows so that parents 
can take their little ones out for a “bear hunt”? Local restau-
rants are offering free meals to the community and businesses 
have modified their production lines to make essential PPE. 
Distilleries and wineries have stopped their production to make 
hand sanitizer and local police and fire departments are creat-
ing drive by parades to celebrate people’s milestones. 
Teachers are driving by their students houses to wave and 
show their love. So many artists have utilized social media to 
perform for fans for free and museums and zoos are creating 
free online virtual tours. Celebrities are giving online gradua-
tion speeches or creating podcasts to highlight the good that 
others are doing. And of course, New Yorkers coming together 
while remaining “socially distanced” every night at 7pm to 
cheer on our amazing healthcare workers. The list just goes on 
and on.  

This is what this country is supposed to be about, and this is 
definitely what our organization is about. I am so proud and 
humbled to be a part of it.  

“Do your little bit of good where you are. It is those little bits 
of good put all together that overwhelm the world.” ~ 
Desmund Tutu  
 
Marisa Rubé Przepiora  
 
Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270  

By prevailing over all 
obstacles and distractions,one 
may unfailingly arrive at his 
chosen goal or destination.  
-Christopher Columbus 

 

 

brainyquote.com
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MICHAEL CUMINALE (Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Sentinel) Sadly, on April 5th (Palm Sunday) Michael passed from COVID-
19. He leaves behind the joy of his life Michaline Andrusko Cuminale. Mike was a sweet man a joy to be around and an out-
standing and proud Council member. He was always willing to lend a hand at our events and ready to sing doo op with the 
gang. He will be greatly missed.   
 

Noting the passing of Frank Grillo, Husband of Stella Grillo, Past CSJ President. 

PERSPECTIVES  

Did You Know?   
- There is another version of The Paradoxical Commandments (above) 
that is similar called Anyway or Do It Anyway that is attributed to Mother 
Teresa.  The version found was written on the wall in Mother Teresa's 
home for children in Calcutta. 
 
- The purple aster is the official flower of the Order Sons & Daughters of 
Italy in America.  Purple asters symbolize wisdom and royalty, and are 

the most popular color - see the back page for a colorful photo. 

The Paradoxical Commandments 
 
by Dr. Kent M. Keith 
 
People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered. 
Love them anyway. 
If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. 
Do good anyway. 
If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. 
Succeed anyway. 
The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. 
Do good anyway. 
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. 
Be honest and frank anyway. 
The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas can be shot 
down by the smallest men and women with the smallest minds. 
Think big anyway. 
People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs. 
Fight for a few underdogs anyway. 
What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. 
Build anyway. 
People really need help but may attack you if you do help them. 
Help people anyway. 
Give the world the best you have and you'll get kicked in the teeth. 
Give the world the best you have anyway. 
© 1968, 2001 Kent M. Keith 
 
"The Paradoxical Commandments" were written by Kent M. Keith 
in 1968 as part of a booklet for student leaders.
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Special thanks: "From Natural History, September 2017, copyright © Natural History Magazine, Inc., 2017."

While most of us were not alive, a hundred years ago the Spanish flu was in its end stages. It ran from 
January 1918 - December 1920.  Perhaps that and the Depression had many of our parents or grandpar-
ents teaching us the value of the dollar and how to wash hands. My Mom was named after a relative that 
succumbed to Spanish flu.  Did we forget, were we ready - that has been the individual debate going on in 
our households.  Will we get a vaccine, will certain therapeutics work; time and science will tell.  But, it 
should be noted that this virus, 100 years ago, was much worse than what we are experiencing today. And 
what is interesting is the similarities of response (see article to left). For example, social distancing (though 
not by that phrase was practiced) and masks were worn.  One of the differences was that young people 
were the ones affected, not the elderly, and it helped hasten the end and caused more deaths than WWI. 
This flu did not originate in Spain, however since it was a neutral country during the Great War it lacked 
incentive to censor its news and the word was out.  In New York, Green-Wood Cemetery would have grave 
stones stating, “Said to Be” since the hospitals couldn’t know for sure who the person was with so many 
deaths. We didn’t even know what a flu virus was until 1933.   
The Spanish flu, also known as the 1918 flu pandemic, was an unusually deadly influenza pandemic 
caused by the H1N1 influenza A virus.  It infected 500 million people – about a third of the world's popula-
tion at the time. Number of deaths: no one knows for sure but it is estimated to be between 50-100 million 
and representing 2.8% to 5.7% of the world population. 
So, while we worry and are saddened by deaths of loved ones, as a country we will get through this and 
hopefully learn from it so that maybe we won’t have another for 100 years and if we do we will be ready to 
stop it in it tracks.  We took down smallpox and polio, we can take this monster down too. 

       - Mark V. - Editor 
Sources: Natural History Magazine, Inc. and Wikipedia

The Italian's motto "Tutto Andra Bene" is hopeful and uplifting for us also. 

Stay strong.- Florence Gatto

Dear OSDIA, When you think of what our par-

ents and grandparents went through: poverty, 

discrimination, the Spanish flu, and often horri-

ble working and living conditions.  You wonder 

how they did it?  We come from tough stock! In 

Italy singing, talking or playing cards on their 

balconies during the coronavirus they have been an 

inspiration.  Stay strong and keep the faith, this 

too will pass.  - Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo  

Words from Mike Cutillo …Dear OSDIA 

members and Golden Lion readers: Throughout 

world history, Italians and Italian-Americans 

have been among the most resilient people on the 

globe. So as we all face our latest challenge, 

this insidious coronavirus, remember these words: 

Anche questo deve passare … This too shall 

pass! See you all soon. 

“as our lives seem distant and disjointed, we 

remember that God is always close and in this 

divine closeness we are one no matter where we 

sit.” Stay safe and most of all happy. 

 - Lina Ferrito

The best and most beautiful things in the world 

cannot be seen or even touched.  They must be 

felt with the heart.  ~Helen Keller~   

- Anita Rosato 

"When I become alone, between the sea and sky, even beyond that, I embrace faith and hope 

and engage my spirit to guide me through the vortex of uncertainty." - Robert Savino, Suffolk 

County Poet Laureate 2015-2017 

In this unprecedented time of COVID-19. We 

hope for healing of those who have been affected by 

the global coronavirus pandemic, we hope that 

those who are healthy will remain so, we hope that 

this crisis will end and that lives and livelihoods 

will be spared, and most especially, we hope to be 

back together again soon!  - National/State Past 

First Lady Carol DiTrapani

Here are some other essential workers that are not members that were sent in.  Given will be their name, work and local lodge they 
are related to.  Thanking you for your sacrifices: 
Michael Tursi - Master Control & Robotics Camera Operator & Studio Production Assistant for News 12 LI - Caboto Lodge #2372;  FDNY 
Firefighter Peter Bizzarro, FDNY EMT Patrick Bizzarro - Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285; Brian Dolan - Sheriff Department of Nassau 
County, Colleen Dolan - NYPD, Michael Dolan - FDNY, Joe Rando  driving a video truck to show support; - Cellini Lodge #2206; Anthony 
Donaldson – policeman; Lauren Donaldson – nurse; Thomas Russo – policeman; Dominick Russo – pharmacist assistant; Elizabeth Dillon 
– medical worker, Michael Dillon – Stonybrook Hospital worker, Lynn Trupiano Okeefe - a frontline nuclear med specialist has continued dur-
ing our viral crisis to do cardio stress tests for NYU Langone every day! - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211; Nick Guele - NYPD SRG 
(Special Response Group), John Rotert - Forklift Operator for Costco Wholesale in Commack, Lisa Rotert administrator for Costco 
Wholesale in Commack - Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2385; Adriana Capozzo - working in the Emergency Room at NYU Langone in Garden 
City and also at Winthrop Hospital, Alyssa Simeone - Alyssa is a radiologist working overtime since the pandemic began at Mass. General 
Hospital - Sellaro Lodge #2319; Sandee Sammartano - ER Trauma Nurse and Paramedic - Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163. 

Notes for the Deceased:



THE REGIONS OF OUR ROOTS  
(WILL CONTINUE IN THE NEXT ISSUE) 

 
By Past First Lady Rae Lanzilotta & Past President of the Donatello Lodge #2559 

Due to the 
world-wide situ-
ation regarding 
coronavirus and 
the attack on our 
beloved Italy 
and the world, 
we are going to 
devote our col-
umn to prayer, 
which is so 

badly needed throughout the world.   
The patron saint of the sick in Italy is St. Camil-
lus de Lellis.  He was born in Abruzzo in the 
kingdom of Naples.  Leaving his home town, he 
went to Rome and served the sick and dying.  
Humbly speaking, Camillus was not a likely 
candidate for sainthood.  His mother died when 
he was a young child.  His father neglected him 
and he grew up with an excessive love for gam-
bling.  At seventeen he was afflicted with a dis-
ease of his leg that remained with him for life.  
When he was 24, Camillus gambled away 
everything he had.  He accepted work at the 
Capuchin Friary and began a conversion that 
changed his life.  He entered the Capuchin 
Novitiate but because of his incurable leg, he 
was dismissed.  He then was sent back to San 
Giacomo, Abruzzo.  He was made Superinten-
dent.  Camillus dedicated his life to caring for 
the sick.  The members of his community bound 
themselves to serve prisoners and persons 
infected by the plague as well as those dying in 
private homes.   
Camillus has been named patron saint of hos-
pitals, nurses and the sick.  We must remem-
ber, saints are created by God!  Today, our doc-
tors, nurses, aides and all those who are help-
ing patients with Coronavirus, are following the 
wishes of St. Camillus.  His wishes have 
become your dedication to all who suffer this 
terrible disease that the world is trying 
to fight! 

PRAYER OF THE SICK TO ST. 
CAMILLUS DE LELLIS 

 
Glorious St. Camillus, turn your merciful eyes 
upon those who suffer and those who care for 
them. 
Grant to the sick Christian resignation and trust 
in the goodness and power of God. 
Make those who take care of the sick be gener-
ous and lovingly dedicated. 
Help me to understand the mystery of suffering 
as a means of redemption and the way to God. 
May your protection comfort the sick and their 
families and encourage them to live together in 
love. 
Bless those who dedicate themselves to the 
infirm. And may the good God grant peace and 
hope to all. 
Lord, I come before You in prayer. I know that 
You hear me, You know me. I know that I am in 
You and that Your strength is in me. 
Look at my body racked with infirmity. You 
know, Lord, how much it hurts me to suffer. I 
know that You are not pleased with the suffering 
of Your children. 
Give me, Lord, the strength and courage to 
overcome moments of desperation and exhaus-
tion. 
Make me patient and understanding. I offer up 
my worries, anxiety and suffering to be more 
worthy of You. 
Let me, Lord, unite my sufferings with those of 
Your Son Jesus who for love of men gave His 
life on the Cross. 
Furthermore, I ask You, Lord: Help doctors and 
nurses take care of the sick 
with the same dedication 
and love that St. Camillus 
had. 
 
Amen 

Italian American Heroes 

Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients 

David G. Bellavia 
Born November 10, 1975 – Buffalo, NY 

Rank and Organization: Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, 1st 
Infantry Division. Place and Date of action – 2nd battle of Fallujah, Iraq November 10, 2004. Entered 
service in 1999. 

Citation: Staff Sergeant David G. Bellavia distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity 
above and beyond the call of duty on November 10, 2004, while serving as squad leader in support of 

Operation Phantom Fury in Fallujah, Iraq. 

While clearing a house, a squad from Staff Sergeant Bellavia’s platoon 
became trapped within a room by intense enemy fire coming from a fortified 
position under the stairs leading to the second floor. Recognizing the imme-
diate severity of the situation, and with disregard for his own safety, Staff 
Sergeant Bellavia retrieved an automatic weapon and entered the doorway 
of the house to engage the insurgents. 

With enemy rounds impacting around him, Staff Sergeant Bellavia fired at 
the enemy position at a cyclic rate, providing covering fire that allowed the 

squad to break contact and exit the house. 

A Bradley Fighting Vehicle was brought forward to suppress the enemy; however, due to high walls sur-
rounding the house, it could not fire directly at the enemy position. Staff Sergeant Bellavia then re-
entered the house and again came under intense enemy fire. He observed an enemy insurgent prepar-
ing to launch a rocket-propelled grenade at his platoon. Recognizing the grave danger, the grenade 
posed to his fellow soldiers, Staff Sergeant Bellavia assaulted the enemy position, killing one insurgent 
and wounding another who ran to a different part of the house. 

Staff Sergeant Bellavia, realizing he had an un-cleared, darkened room to his back, moved to clear it. 
As he entered, an insurgent came down the stairs firing at him. Simultaneously, the previously wound-
ed insurgent reemerged and engaged Staff Sergeant Bellavia. Staff Sergeant Bellavia, entering further 
into the darkened room, returned fire and eliminated both insurgents. Staff Sergeant Bellavia then 
received enemy fire from another insurgent emerging from a closet in the darkened room. 

Exchanging gunfire, Staff Sergeant Bellavia pursued the enemy up the stairs and eliminated him. Now 
on the second floor, Staff Sergeant Bellavia moved to a door that opened onto the roof. At this point, a 
fifth insurgent leapt from the third-floor roof onto the second-floor roof. Staff Sergeant Bellavia engaged 
the insurgent through a window, wounding him in the back and legs, and caused him to fall off the roof. 

Acting on instinct to save the members of his platoon from an imminent threat, Staff Sergeant Bellavia 
ultimately cleared an entire enemy-filled house, destroyed four insurgents, and badly wounded a fifth. 
Staff Sergeant Bellavia’s bravery, complete disregard for his own safety, and unselfish and courageous 
actions are in keeping with the finest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United States Army. 

David G. Bellavia, was born in Buffalo, NY, on November 10, 1975, to a proud Italian American family. The youngest of four boys, David attended Lyndonville Central High School and Houghton Academy. 
After graduating from high school in 1994, he attended Franklin Pierce University in Ridge, New Hampshire, and the University at Buffalo. Bellavia was actively involved in sports at Houghton Academy 
and Lyndonville, and he also played music and was active in the arts and theater. 

In 1999, he enlisted in the United States Army as an infantryman. For four years, he served in various positions and posts in the U.S. and overseas, while moving up in ranks to staff sergeant. After 
witnessing the devastation caused by the September 11 terrorist attacks, his desire to fight for his country was stronger than ever. Eventually he was deployed to the Iraq War Zone.  

On his 29th birthday, Bellavia’s company was tasked with going house to house to search for Iraqi insurgents that had been attacking American troops. After three fellow soldiers were wounded, Bellavia 
stormed the house and fatally shot an insurgent preparing to load a rocket-propelled grenade. A second insurgent fired at him, and Bellavia wounded him in the shoulder. When Bellavia entered a bedroom, 
the wounded insurgent followed, forcing Bellavia to kill him. When another insurgent began firing from upstairs, Bellavia returned fire and killed him. A fourth insurgent then jumped out of a closet in the 
bedroom, yelling and firing his weapon as he leaped over a bed trying to reach Bellavia. The insurgent tripped and Bellavia wounded him. Bellavia chased the insurgent when he ran upstairs. He followed 
the wounded insurgent’s bloody footprints to a room on the left and threw in a fragmentation grenade. Upon entering the room, Bellavia discovered it was filled with propane tanks and plastic explosives. 
He did not fire his weapon for fear of setting off an explosion and instead then engaged in hand-to-hand combat with the insurgent, which led to Bellavia killing the insurgent by stabbing him. He attacked 
and killed five other insurgents - one with a knife in a room full of explosives that made it too risky to fire his weapon. His acts of extreme leadership and bravery saved the lives of his comrades. For this 
act of heroism, Bellavia was originally awarded the Distinguished Service Cross Bronze (the second highest armed forces medal), but 15 years later in 2019, it was upgraded to a Congressional Medal of 
Honor and awarded to him by President Trump at a White House Ceremony. As of 2019, Bellavia is the first living serviceman to receive the Medal of Honor for his service in the Iraq War. 

After 6 years of service to his country Bellavia ultimately left the Army in August 2005 and co-founded  Vets for Freedom, a veteran advocacy organization that sought to separate politics from the warriors 
who fight in the field. He also founded the Deuce-Deuce Relief Fund, to support soldiers and their families who are experiencing hardship or require other assistance. He still maintains a prominent public 
profile for the rights of military personnel. Bellavia currently lives in western New York State with his wife Deanna and their three children. 

Researched and prepared by Sal Moschella – former member of the NYOSIA Commission for Social Justice Executive Committee. 

Sal Moschella is Golden Lion Editor Emeritus; a Past Editor of the Golden Lion (1997-2017); and a member of Columbus Lodge #2143 of Farmingdale, since 1978.
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 IT IS AMAZING! 
by Prof./Cav. Phillip J. DiNovo 

It is amazing to realize that about 80 million people of Italian origin 
live outside Europe, primarily in the Americas. A very large number 
of people of Italian descent are found in Brazil (25 million) and 
Argentina (18 million), and it is estimated that between 16-26 mil-
lion are living in the United States. A large number of people of 
Italian heritage live in Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Israel, 
Malta, Morocco, Spain, Turkey, and South Africa. Also, waves of 
Italians went to Germany, Austria, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, 
and the United Kingdom. Of course there are other countries that 
come to mind: Canada and Australia. There is a long history of Italians working and 
living outside the Italian peninsula. 

Another amazing thing that I discovered in my research was the number of noted indi-
viduals of Italian heritage living in these countries. Gary Valenciano, musician, gospel 
singer and actor; Maria Assunta DeRossi and Nancy Castiglions are actresses; 
Robert Zabala, senator, and Carla Humphrie, actress, are just a few of the outstand-
ing Italian Filipinos. 

In the 1900’s there were 30,000 Italian Mexicans living in the original 8 Italian commu-
nities. There are many more today and many live in Mexico City. The following are a 
few of Italian Mexicans of note: Jared Borgetti – football, Caesar Cardini – inventor of 
Caesar Salad, Betty Zanolli Fablia – pianist, Umberto Zanolli – composer and writer, 
and Manuel Neri – artist. Yes, the following are outstanding Italian Peruvians: Ricardo 
Cassinelli – Mayor of Lima (1990-1995), Louis Giampietri – vice president in 2006, 
Guido Lombardi – represented Lima in their congress, and there are several others. 

There are about 1.3 million Canadians of Italian descent which is about 4.33% of the 
total population. They are the 6th largest ethnic group in the nation. There are so 
many Italian Canadians in the arts, government, business, and in the professions that 
the number is too large to list by name. 

Now let us look at Chile. The following Italian Chileans have made their mark: Arturo 
Fortunato Alessandri Palma - served twice as president of the nation; Eduardo Gotti - 
singer and songwriter; Beatriz Marinello - chess player and teacher, Leonor Varela – 
actress; and Cecilia Balacco Fonk – former Miss Universe. I also found a few Italian 
Japanese of note. There were 3,337 people of Italian heritage living in Romania in 
2002. The founder of public transportation in Ireland was Charles Bianconi who died 
in 1875. There is a book on the market about the Italian Irish. Italian Britons in 2001 
were around 102,002. There were 38,694 residing in London. The list of Italian Scots 
was so large it would take another article. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Glasgow is just a start. 

Brazil and Argentina, both with such large populations of people of Italian descent, 
had an amazing list of outstanding citizens of Italian heritage from presidents to 
almost every field of endeavor. Leaving one’s country is never easy, but Italians have 
been very successful wherever they went and were always loyal citizens. Their con-
tributions are amazing!  

 
Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York 
dedicates his time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S.     

Grace 
 

Growing up in my home 
meals were preceded by prayer. 
 
Dad would begin . . . 
In the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Ghost. 
 
I’d get he was the father. 
I knew I was the son. 
 
So I would pray to the Holy Ghost 
for the miracle of vanishing 
vegetables. 

Robert  Savino 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 

Grazia 
 

Quando ero piccolo a casa mia,  
i pasti erano preceduti dalla preghiera. 
 
Papà iniziava ... 
Nel nome del Padre  
del Figlio e dello Spirito Santo. 
 
Compresi che lui era il padre. 
Sapevo che io ero il figlio. 
 
Quindi pregavo lo Spirito Santo  
nel miracolo della sparizione delle ver-
dure 
 

Translation: Rosa Vento, AIAE – 
International Gualdo Tadino, Perugia, 
Umbria 

Poetry Poesia

 

 

Robert Savino 
Constantino Brumidi 
Lodge #2211 

 

It’s Time 

It arrived uninvited without any blueprint 
and suddenly there evolved a new beginning, 

a mad mystery unseen and unheard, 

silent, with an arduous appetite, 
no reason to rush anywhere for anything, 

time for in-home compassion & power of prayer. 

It’s time for courage, to be alone, 
considerate of one-another, protective against 

this infectious influence and intolerable torment. 

It’s time to comfort heartfelt agony  
from the absent embrace of affection, 

the outstretched emptiness of separation. 

It’s time to share in the treasure of friendship, 
engage in conversation stoop-to-street 

over driveways’ chalked messages of children. 

It’s time to turn back the clock to simpler days, 
fill pages with newfound experience 

and ride the uncharted wave of change. 

If only there were a deep sea of safe water, 
I would dive in. 
I would dive in.   
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If you can’t feed 100 people, 
then feed just one. 

- Mother Teresa
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Mike Cutillo is a proud Past President of Geneva Lodge 2397 in Upstate NY. You can contact

him at 

Portables and Submarine Races: My Italian-American Life,” on Amazon.com.

 T I M E  F O R  M E M O R I E S  
by Mike Cutillo 

T H E  S T A T U E S  
 by Florence Gatto

Florence is a Founding member & Past President of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372.  Flo is the author 
of  The Scent of Jasmine - Vignettes from a Sicilian Heritage (Pub. Legas).  Flo studied in Perugia and 
Siena Italy under National Fulbright and NYS teacher grants.  

As Americans — and most of the world — are hunkered down to fend 
off the novel coronavirus, many of us have had a lot of extra time to 
reflect on the things that are meaningful. So, I am not going to write 
about that pandemic (sorry, if you were expecting me to) but rather on 
some of my experiences in our beloved Italy that make it so special. 

• Like the first time I visited my father’s village of San Salvatore 
Telesino in 1974, and my grandmother Teresa, realizing that I liked 
Italian prune plums, those purplish, egg-shaped plums with yellow or 
greenish flesh, would make sure there was a basket of fresh ones on 
the dinner table every time we sat down.  

I don’t have a lot of memories of her because I only saw her twice in my life — once in America and 
that time in Italy — before she died in 1980. So, that’s a special one. 

• Or, speaking of fruit, when I first took my daughter, 10 years old at the time, to Italy in 1996, and she 
fell in love with fresh, juicy apricots warmed by the sun that my uncle plucked off his trees and brought 
directly to the table.  

A few days after coming back to the States, we were grocery shopping, and she spotted some apri-
cots and excitedly asked me to buy some. She bit into one right away, scrunched up her nose, and 
said, “Dad, these are sour, I don’t like them.”  

A woman overheard that and said to me, “You know, most kids don’t like apricots.” I said, “Oh my 
daughter loves them, only they have to be the super-juicy, super-sweet ones that grow on my uncle’s 
trees in Italy. We were just there.” I wasn’t scolding her, but she got a bit huffy and said, “Oh, I’ve never 
been.” 

• And speaking of my daughter, on that same trip, she had been learning some Italian phrases and 
was doing quite well, so when we were in the beautiful Umbrian town of Orvieto eating lunch on the 
patio at a restaurant, she said she needed to use the bathroom. I said, “You know how to ask for the 
bathroom in Italian, honey, so why don’t you go in and ask the nice waitress.” 

She did, and she came out just a minute or so later with tears rolling down her cheeks and the wait-
ress following her. 

The problem was, she had said, “dov’è il bagno,” so well and with such a lovely Italian accent, that 
the waitress answered her in Italian. Which our daughter could not understand. The waitress 
explained this to us, and we had a little chuckle, comforted our daughter and told her, in English, 
where the bathroom was. 

• Then there was the time that we were at the home of Antonio, one of my dad’s best friends in his 
village, and they were talking about when Antonio and his family took care of my grandfather over the 
final few months of his life so that he wouldn’t have to go into a nursing home. My dad lived in 
America, and my uncle — the only other sibling — lived in a city an hour away from nonno’s village, 
so Antonio happily took him in. 

He was reminiscing about how they used to play cards every night, a favorite pastime of my grandpa, 
but when they first started playing, the arms on my grandfather’s wheelchair butted against the table 
and didn’t allow him to get close enough to handle his cards comfortably. 

Not a problem for Antonio. Using a saw, he cut out a semi-circular piece of his beautiful, wooden table 
so that my grandfather could pull up in there nicely and be closer to the table. 

I could not believe that story, especially that Antonio — not even a relative — would deface a piece 
of the family’s furniture to accommodate my nonno. 

“You don’t believe me?” Antonio said. “Follow me.” 

I went with him to another room that had a long dining table that was covered by a tablecloth. Antonio 
showed me where my grandfather used to sit for their card games. Then he lifted that tablecloth to 
expose the notched-out semicircle he had sawed out for him. 

Whew. The tears flowed at that point. And so did the glasses of wine as we relived that story the rest 
of the night. 

So, those are the kinds of things — just a handful of them, by the way — that remind me of Italy and 
her beautiful people. COVID-19, as we all know, has had a profound impact on Italy, just as it has here 
in America, but no virus can take away memories like these. 

And I know you have many similar ones, too. Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay connected to your 
beautiful Italian roots. 

Many  people  have religious statues in their  homes. I 
remember my  grandmother asking her  saints for  favors 
and  even  scolding them if not granted.  Of course our 
churches  are adorned with representatives of heaven in 
different sizes. I was used to those holy figures but on my 
trips to Italy I noticed that many piazzas had a statue that 
the townspeople revered. I often wondered who they were 
and read the plaques on the footing.  Some were historical 

patriots, local heroes cultural artists or even mythological characters.    

A memorable one for me was the life size seated figure of Giacomo Puccini, com-
poser of the operas LaBoheme and Tosca. The statue in the piazza in Lucca, his 
Tuscany hometown, seems  to lure  tourists to sit and sing with him. I laughed as 
children climbed into his lap for photos. I opted to sit on his cushioned piano bench 
in the museum nearby.  

Another of my favorite statues is atop the Campdoglio (Capitol Hill) overlooking The 
Forum in Rome. It is of Emperor Marcus Aurelius on horseback.  Although his horse 
is positioned with one leg in the air ready to gallop through Rome, he wasn’t going 
anywhere because the symbolism of three hooves on the ground indicates a not so 
good battle encounter for the warrior.  Monument designers follow a code.  The 
horse’s one hoof in the air indicates the emperor was hurt and died from wounds. 
Two front feet in air would imply his demise was at the battleground and all four of 
the steed’s feet on the ground would mean he survived and probably died in the 
comfort of his villa in 180 AD!                                                           

New York has statues too.  Our Statue of Liberty, symbol of freedom to the world, is 
visible in our harbor.  Atlas, at Rockefeller center, the whimsical Fearless girl con-
fronting the Bull on Wall street, Garibaldi, in Washington Square, Patience and 
Fortitude, the lions “guarding” the books at the Public Library, also identify NYC.                                                                                                                                  

Most important to NY Italian Americans is the statue of Christopher Columbus in 
Columbus Circle.  Italian immigrants in 1892, were proud to fund the monument to 
honor the historic discovery of the new land by a Genoa born navigator.  Now, 
despite controversy about the removal of the landmark CSJ/OSDIA triumphed and 
Columbus continues to stand proud with  distinction in midtown Manhattan’s presti-
gious busy traffic circle.                              

Saint Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini will soon get her due respect .  Her missionary 
work with immigrants from all ethnicities, establishing orphanages, schools, and 
founding NY Columbus and Italian Hospitals, deserves the tribute.  As the Patron 
Saint of Immigrants, her statue will be dedicated in Battery Park facing Lady Liberty.  
She was the first naturalized citizen canonized for her humanitarian and charitable 
work. Years ago, I visited  her  shrine in Manhattan where the Saint’s holy relics are 
preserved.             

After the COVID-19  pandemic subsides certainly  there  should  be statues honoring 
the Health Care Heroes  as well as a memorial to victims of coronavirus in America 
and Italy.         
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WHY THESE ITALIAN 
LANGUAGE STUDIES 

TEACHERS ELECTED TO 
TEACH ITALIAN 

- by Marianne Bortone Prince 
. 
I have always had a deep respect and appreciation for 
those who chose the teaching profession as their career 
path.  The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in school closings 
and made “home schooling” a necessity.  Teachers have 

performed admirably by quickly utilizing modern technology to bring “the classroom to 
the student.” As I thought more about the teaching profession, I was reminded of an 
unforgettable opportunity afforded to me several years ago when I was invited as 
guest speaker at a Nassau County Italian Language Teachers Symposium.  Upon 
completing my presentation, which included numerous OSDIA related topics, I asked 
several teachers to share what motivated them to select Italian Language Studies as 
their subject.  I hope you will find their comments uplifting and heartwarming. I have 
included a photograph of the Italian Language Studies teachers who attended the 
symposium.  
M.R.M. -  

I am an AP®, Pre-AP® and Level II Italian Language Studies teacher. My passion for 
the language developed at an early age.  It stemmed  from my father, born and raised 
in Italy for the first twenty years of his life.  He immigrated to the United States in 
search of opportunity.  His five siblings and father remained in Italy and throughout my 
childhood I was blessed with the opportunity to go back to Italy and visit my cousins, 
aunts, uncles, and nonno.  Unfortunately,  my mother did not speak Italian and English 
was the language of choice at home.  I struggled to communicate with my Italian 
speaking relatives.  The older I became, the stronger my desire grew to communicate 
with my Italian relatives.  My interest in everything Italian was sparked and when the 
opportunity arrived to study the language in middle school and high school, I did not 
hesitate.  As a high school student, I was introduced to an Italian teacher who changed 
my life.  She was a mirror for me; a positive, strong, independent, educated, poised, 
articulate, first generation Italian American role model.  While studying Italian at the 
university level, I had the opportunity to live in Italy for several months with Italian stu-
dents that were my age.  It was a life-changing experience and I remember visiting my 
relatives after those few months and the look on their faces when I was able to speak 
and understand them in Italian with ease.  It was incredibly moving and a moment I will 
never forget.  Without my father’s proud sense of Italian heritage and my high school 
teacher’s guidance and support, I would have never considered becoming an Italian 
Language teacher.  They have instilled in me a passion, a lifestyle, a community, a 
career, and a mentality that I will forever be grateful.  I try to live my life through the 
principles that the Italian culture has instilled in me: famiglia (family), fare bella figura 
(to make a good impression), mangiare all’italiana (Italian food traditions).  Every day 
I wake up and cannot believe that my job is to share my passion with others.  Evviva 
Italia!   
C.C. -  

I decided to become an Italian Language Studies teacher thanks to my cousins, who 
introduced me to the blackboard at a young age, and because of my love for my lan-
guage and culture. By age ten, I was “teaching” my sister and friends how to use the 
computer and do math problems. They had to take well-organized notes and complete 
class activities. They were given graded tests! I coupled this love for teaching with the 
passion I have for Italian culture. When speaking to friends when I was younger, they 
had no idea what I was saying when I would ask them“come stai?”  My goal is to share 
all that I have experienced in Italy with my students, from young children to adults, and 
to instill in them a similar love and passion for Italian.  
  
T.P. - 

Born into an Italian American family, I grew up learning some of the common Italian tra-
ditions and cultural experiences.  When I started to learn a foreign language, I chose  
Spanish.  Blessed with the language-learning gene, I decided that I wanted to add 

Italian to my schedule.  I am SO thankful that I did.  I continued to study both lan-
guages, graduating with a Bachelor’s degree in Italian and Spanish.  My Master’s 
degree is in Italian, which gave me the opportunity to teach in Italy through the summer 
program at a local university. Studying, traveling, and teaching in Italy have been one 
of the great highlights of my life. I have spent a great deal of time there and feel that 
my life is completely split ~ the teacher living in NY and the teacher in Italy.     
 
The fact that I can share this passion with my students year after year is a way that I 
get to relive that time.  I think that I was born to teach, and I cannot imagine doing 
something different. I love children and watching the learning blossom.  To combine 
two great loves is truly “La dolce vita”!  
C.P. -  

I always knew that I wanted to work with children, but never would have pictured 
myself as a teacher. I hated being in the spotlight, but I loved learning. I hated waking 
up early because I was a night owl. Over time, I realized sharing a passion for Italian 
language and culture with children would become my way of life. 
 
I grew up hearing expressions in a language that I didn’t even know was a language. 
My parents and grandparents used words from different dialects and I grew up not 
knowing how to speak them. As I grew older and realized that they were Italian 
dialects, I became more interested in learning the Italian language. 
 
My greatest motivation for going to school was attending Italian class. By senior year, 
I took on a schedule with four languages but my heart was always with Italian. As an 
adult, I realized I needed to share the enthusiasm for the Italian language and culture. 
Now I am living the dream - married to an Italian, teaching in a wonderful school dis-
trict, and constantly working on ways to spread love through Italian.  
G.V. -  

Marianne, I share your love of the Italian culture and language. I have no Italian her-
itage, but I am convinced that I am Italian in my soul! After more than two decades 
teaching Spanish, I began studying Italian and fell in love with the language. I currently 
teach Italian full time at the high school level and it has opened so many possibilities 
for me as a teacher. My teaching has been energized and I have learned so much 
about music, art, food, and history. 
 
A.M. - 

I teach Italian and French at the high school level.  As a child, I longed to understand 
my grandfather better. He was a prisoner in World War II and never learned to speak 
English. I ended up going to Italy one summer and met some of his siblings.  That is 
when I decided to study Italian more intensively. I ended up having a close relationship 
with my beloved grandfather, which has become a very meaningful aspect of my life.  

October 2017 - Teachers in attendance at the Nassau County Italian Language Teachers Symposium held 
at Manhasset High School. 

The Golden Lion • April - May - June 2020 • 17



by Sal Moschella  - Golden Lion Editor Emeritus 
 

In my last column, I covered the role Italians played in the turbu-
lent 16th century religious and political issues of English and 
Scottish history. But they were not the first Italians to shape the 

history of those countries. Way before that time, Romans from Italy 
governed almost the whole of England and Wales and, for a short 
period, southern Scotland as well, on and off from 43 to 410 AD, a 
period of close to 400 years. (Julius Caesar was there in 55 BC for a 
short period of time). It has been calculated that during this period of 
Roman presence more than 50,000 Roman soldiers moved to live 
permanently in Roman Britain. These later Romans built towns, and 
roads to connect them. Along these roads new towns and villages 

sprang up. Great tracts of forest were cleared, swamps were drained, and agriculture took their 
place. In short, they brought civilization to a land that, prior to the Romans, can be best 
described as barbaric.  

After the Romans left the British Island and the eventual fall of the Roman Empire, there wasn’t 
much of population shifts in Europe, except for war and conquest until the dawn of the middle 
ages. After the resurgent social and intellectual thinking in Italy, resourceful Italians began to 
export their skills and talent to England. In the 15th century there was a small but influential 
community of Italians that took shape in England, initially consisting of artisans, renaissance 
humanists, merchants, bankers, and artists. It then included educators that were mainly 
employed by the royalty and nobles to privately educate their children, including future kings 
and queens. They planted Italian arts and sciences into the British culture and were viewed 
with admiration and respect for their skills and mastery of the arts they brought with them. 

When the unification of Italy was realized in 1861, there was a great exodus from parts of 
southern Italy. We are familiar with the immigration to North America, but many also migrated 
to England. The same discrimination pattern that met the Italians in the United States was 
much in evidence in Britain. Mostly poor and uneducated, they were relegated to manual work. 
They fought all the negative stereotypes, and in time, the Italian community became well estab-
lished in London and other areas of the British Isles, when, by 1915, nearly 20,000 Italians 
lived in the United Kingdom. Despite all the adversity imposed on them, they advanced to 
become professional businesspeople, shopkeepers, and white-collar workers bringing pride to 
their Italian background. The young males served with pride in the British army during the First 
World War with some decorated for valor. 

By the time that WWII erupted in 1940, the Italians had built a respected community through 
their hard work and sacrifice. The successful social and business lives that they had gained 
and enjoyed up to this time, was soon to come to an abrupt ending. It was a period of time that 
has been obliterated from British history and has never been included in any films or books. 

When the Second World War erupted between Italy and England on June 10, 1940, the Italians 
in England were erroneously perceived as a national security threat. That same night, the anti-
Italian feeling led to a night of nationwide riots against the Italian communities. The authorities 
turned a blind eye as the mob looted and destroyed their homes and shops. Publicly, the then 
PM, Winston Churchill, told the police to “collar the lot!” He decreed that all Italian men 
between the ages of 17 and 60, without proof of wrongdoing, were to be arrested and sent to 
detention centers. Indiscriminately, thousands were arrested after his speech, they were 
“rounded up” in the middle of the night, forcibly taken away from their families who (in many 
cases spoke little English), their businesses destroyed, and transported to camps across 
England. Employers began to sack all foreigners; some lost their jobs merely because they had 
Italian ancestors. The conditions in these internment camps were often appalling. In some 
camps refugees and foreign aliens were housed in tents without mattresses. Men and women 
were sent to different camps and so husband and wives were separated and not to be reunited 
for years. This horror story also occurred in other dominions of the British Empire. 

Relying back to 17th century British practices of sending undesirables to their overseas domin-
ions, so it was in the 20th century, to send the “undesirable” British Italians to be interned to 
the colonies. Immediately after June 10th, by a decision of the War Cabinet, to export these 
internees to Canada and Australia was approved. 

A total of 7,500 men were initially selected to be moved. Slightly less than a month from the 
beginning of the war, the Duchess of York, the first to sail packed with 2,500 internees to 
Canada, made a successful crossing. On 2nd July 1940, the second of these ships, the 
Arandora Star, also carrying Italian internees to Canada, was torpedoed, and sunk off the west 
coast of Ireland, with the loss of 682 lives. Italians forever lost to their families. The Italians 
became victims of Britain’s “Darkest Hour.”  No other Italian community in the world had suf-
fered such a tragic blow. 

Despite the devastating effect on their lives and all the evils imposed on them by an unforgiving 
regime for over 3 years, the resilient British Italians, confident in their ability to forgive and to 
succeed, pulled themselves up by their boot straps and restored their reputations for honesty 
and hard work. As of today, the British Italians are again a great asset to the British Isles, and 
they are affectionally and colloquially referred to as Britalians. By continuing to make their con-
tributions, they are again an integral part of the British social fabric. Their Italian culture and 
their Italian sense of identity remain strong. 

Researched through various websites. 

Sal Moschella is a Past Editor of the Golden Lion (1997-2017); and a member of Columbus 
Lodge #2143 of Farmingdale, since 1978. 

 

 

Welcome back 
 
 I hope that you are all staying safe 
and healthy during this uncertain 
time we are currently living in. It real-
ly does make you realize what is 
most important in life…To me, it 
always has and always will be my 
family and those who are family but 
may not be blood. One of the most 
important people in my life was my 
grandfather, Peter P. Sarandrea Sr. 

He was my best friend, my hero and 
one of my biggest supporters. I like to 
think I get my passion for cooking from 
him. I treasure all of his recipes - espe-
cially the handwritten ones.  I have all 
of these books and binders with so 
many of his recipes in them. This one 
has become something that so many 
people request for me to make. I don’t 
share this recipe with just anyone but I 
decided to share it with all of you.  
 
PAWPEE’S CRUMB CAKE  
12x15 Greased Pan  
1 pkg of Yellow Cake Mix prepared 
according to directions 

Bake for approximately 20 minutes or 
until toothpick comes out clean. Once 
the cake is cooked remove from the 
oven, place crumbs on top and bake 
for another 10-20 minutes. 
 
Crumbs-  
2C Flour 
2/3C Sugar 
2 sticks (1/2lb) Softened Margarine 
1tsp Vanilla 
1/4tsp Nutmeg 
1/4tsp Ginger  
1tbsp Cinnamon 
Blend together to make crumbs.  
Once it is cooled sprinkle with con-

fectioners sugar.  
 
I have made this recipe in a 9x12 alu-
minum tin. I normally use 2 boxes of 
cake mix split between 3 tins and I 
quadruple the crumbs because I can 
never make just one!!   
Buon Appetito  

 
 
 
 
 

Michele Sewitch is Immediate President of 
Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 in Hicksville. 
 

`tÇz|tAAA 
... with Michele Sewitch 

BRITALIANS
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The Golden Lion 
is seeking new advertisers  -or former advertisers to return! We are asking businesses to take a chance on advertising. 

Call our office at 1-800-322-6742 for further information

Pasquale “Pat” Scida is
Immediate Past President of
The Frank A Gulotta Lodge #2180
East Rockaway-Lynbrook New York

A plain spoken account of a journey through the back and front 
offices of Wall from lowly clerk to Vice President transacting tens 

of millions every day

Wall Street comes alive for readers through this first generation 
Italian-Americans entry into Wall Street and Corporate America 

Available at All Online retailers

My friend on the left is Occhi and his friend on his left is Luce. The Gift of 
Sight Committee, my lovely wife being the chairwoman, donated $6,000 for 
each dog and a contest was held to name the dogs. Occhi, which means 
eyes, was named by the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372  and Luce 
which means light, was named by Loggia Glen Cove #1016. 
 
- State President Anthony Naccarato

A Thank You For What We Do Keeping Their Watch 
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The Lion’s Pride  
OSDIA Pride 

The Golden Lion, symbol of the 
 Sons and Daughters of Italy. in America  
signifying strength of the Order.   
 
This time will be remembered for the 
strength, resilience and mutual aid 
amongst our devoted members. 

-EditorReddit Inc.
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in 
Order to form a more 

perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general 

Welfare, and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and our 

Posterity, do ordain and 
establish. 

W
e 

th

e 
peo

ple of the United States

As I take a cautious walk, 
Can’t really hear them talk. 
And when I do I found, 
Only a muffled sound. 
No expression can be seen, 
Just an ethereal material screen. 
Masked nose, mouth donned not to contract 
Fingers and palms gloved for no handy contact. 
The face obscured, 
And hope of many to be cured. 
Only through the eyes, the eyes can I read the countenance, 
Perhaps by an askance glance  
Or a widening and then, a furrow of the brow, 
Still now,  
No affect; I see neither smile nor sneer, 

Only a ubiquitous overarching fear, 
As we mostly shelter from those we hold so dear. 
 
There is a 2nd mask - not one of material, 
Invisible, imperceptible, infinitesimal. 
So miniscule the enemy, so insidious the foe, 
So difficult to see to land a harmful blow. 
Builds a home in the kidney, in the heart or the lung, 
An eviction notice needed to halt the damage sprung. 
Through the proteins and lipids of the RNA, 
We will unmask this trespasser that frightens us today.  
To see a smile, shake a hand, give a hearty hug, 
Clearly we are working to stop this evil bug. 
 
-  Karma V. 

TWO MASKS

Editor’s End Note: This issue dedicated all those of who suffered and had their daily life changed in our wonderful country.  
However, in addition I empathize with those around the world and to those friends and family in our ancestral Italy. v  v  v

v  v  v
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