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NEW YORK GRAND LODGE FOUNDATION’S
2019 WINTER CHARITY BALL ... HUGE SUCCESS!

The State Membership Committee, under the leadership of State 1st Vice President Anthony Naccarato, instituted the Officer Joseph B. Colello Lodge #2998,
Yonkers, New York. The institution took place on Friday, February 1, 2019 at the Westchester Manor. See pictures and story on page 23.
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FROM

THE

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

I hope your Christmas and New Year holidays were as
pleasant and memorable as ours. The New Year 2019
has indeed begun, and filled with its usual busy schedule
of events and activities. It is hard to believe it is already
March – and the good work of our beloved organization
continues.

On Friday evening, January 25th, more than two hundred
guests attended the 26th Anniversary Winter Charity Ball
hosted by the New York Grand Lodge Foundation. The
charitable event, held at the Chateau Briand in Westbury,
was a social, financial, and fraternal success. Twenty-six
years of giving is indeed a milestone and one to be quite
proud of. Thanks to the outstanding work of Chairladies
Annette Lankewish and Joanne Spera and their entire
committee, it truly was a fantastic evening. It was
ROBERT FERRITO a wonderful event for all in attendance and most
especially the honorees. The Maria Regina
State President
Residence and the Sisters of St. Joseph and Ms.
Grand Lodge of New York Gina Coletti were elated and very touched by our
warm New York welcome. The evening was a
proud moment for me, personally, as President of this great organization. Congratulations
to all!!

On Saturday, January 27th, the Cellini Lodge #2206 of New Hyde Park hosted following the
Charity Ball, the Plenary Session of the Grand Council. Although we were feeling a little tired
from our night of partying at the Winter Charity Ball, much was accomplished as we conducted the business of the Order. Various committee reports and updates were approved.
I encourage you to join us at our Plenary Sessions when they are conveniently held in your
area. You will find the business meeting of the New York Grand Lodge both interesting and
informative. My warmest thanks to President Mark Ventimiglia and the brothers and sisters
of the Cellini Lodge for their warm and always gracious hospitality.
We were delighted to welcome the Officer Joseph B. Colello Lodge #2998 of Yonkers into
our OSIA family on Friday, February 1st. The lodge installed 29 members during a ceremony
at the Westchester Manor located in Hastings-On-Hudson. Officer Joseph Colello was a
dedicated Correction Officer with the Westchester County Department of Corrections.
Everyone in attendance at the Lodge Institution who knew Joseph Colello expressed fond
memories of a young man who adored his family, his community and his country. State 1st
Vice President Anthony Naccarato, Nicholas Mauro, Joseph Rondinelli, Salvatore Lanzilotta
and the entire membership committee are to be congratulated for coordinating such a memorable evening. Very special thanks to the Anthony Maggiacomo Lodge #2320, Le Amiche
Lodge #2550, and the John D. Calandra Lodge #2600 for generously sponsoring this new
lodge that has joined District IV. Also, to those who personally purchased items that are
needed for a new lodge—we thank you. On behalf of the entire New York Grand Lodge, we
wish our newly installed brothers and sisters the best of luck in their future endeavors.

business sessions and many new initiatives and ideas were also considered. I am honored
to serve as the Supreme Cabinet Chairperson and enjoy working closely with sixteen other
State Presidents representing Grand Lodges from across our great country. I assure you that
our Supreme Lodge is working at its highest level to constantly elevate the Order and to make
sure our membership is well informed and continues in a productive manner. President Vera
is doing a great job, and we are proud to be a part of her administration.
With new lodge leaders entering the forefront in March, I want to thank those lodge presidents
who will be leaving office in February for all their past service to our organization. We applaud
those who have served with distinction, and we look forward to welcoming as many new presidents as possible. We encourage our new leaders to be positive, and to “lead by example.”
Most importantly, I ask cooperation between the outgoing and incoming officers. I urge you
to work together on behalf of the lodge, for there is no better way to keep a lodge strong.
Please rely on your district deputy for guidance and direction. They are a part of your lodge
to offer assistance as needed. I look forward to welcoming as many new Presidents as the
schedule will permit during the month of March.

In a few short weeks we will begin the preliminary preparation for our 113th Annual State
Convention, and I welcome those newly elected state delegates, who would like to serve on
committees to get involved. An official notification will go out after March 2019, but please
do volunteer. Convention Chairperson Carol DiTrapani promises another exciting convention
at the Villa Roma Resort. Registration forms for delegates and hotel accommodations are well
underway, with distribution on or about the middle of March.
In the weeks ahead, many of our state activities and respective committees will step into high
gear. Each January to June is our busiest time of the year. Please plan to support our many
important events and fund raising efforts. The success of our fund raising programs is essential to all that we do. Please mark your calendar and be sure to attend the 21st Annual
Cooley’s Anemia Dine-A-Round; the 37th Annual Golden Lion Awards Dinner; the 22nd
Annual Walk-A-Thon, and the 113th Annual State Convention. Our agenda is filled with an
ongoing commitment to keep the New York Grand Lodge on the move!
As I close this message - let us always remember those who are facing life’s most difficult
challenges and that they too need our prayers. We must continue to work for the good of our
Order and the Italian American community. With that mind, I thank you for your dedication,
support, and respect for our extraordinary heritage.
Fraternally,

Robert Ferrito
State President
Grand Lodge of New York

On Sunday, February 24th, I was delighted to attend the 39th Annual CSJ Dinner Dance,
which was a wonderful afternoon at the beautiful Russo’s on the Bay in Howard Beach. With
over 200 guests in attendance our honorees, Carol Sorace Whalen, Ed.D., Carol Delaney,
Ph.D., and Rabbi Joseph Potasnik were lauded for their outstanding work and dedication in
their respective fields of endeavor. Each of our honorees were truly deserving of this very
special tribute. Special thanks to CSJ Chairman John Fratta and the devoted brothers and
sisters of this most important state committee for their persistent efforts in highlighting the
positive contributions of Italian Americans and reaffirming our steadfast goal in promoting
social justice for all.

Brothers and sisters, with the constant challenges facing the Italian American community
towards Christopher Columbus regarding the holiday, his legacy and our heritage, State 1st
Vice President Anthony Naccarato and I had the pleasure of visiting with Massachusetts
State President Anthony Sestito and the Italian American Coalition. We traveled to Natick,
Massachusetts together on February 6th. I had the distinct honor of addressing the Coalition
and explaining what New York is doing to face these growing challenges, and to reinforce
the commitment of the New York Grand Lodge to continue to do whatever it takes to defend,
educate, and aid our brother and sister lodges throughout the country.

Since my last message, our National President, Vera Ferrara Girolami convened a National
OSIA Winter Plenary Session in San Diego, California. I was privileged to attend this important meeting with National 1st Vice President Nancy DiFiore Quinn, National Treasurer Thom
Lupo, National Historian Carolyn Reres, National Past President Joseph DiTrapani, National
Past President Joseph Sciame, National Trustee Joseph Rondinelli, National Foundation
Trustee Carlo Matteucci, National Foundation Trustee Marianne Principe O’Neil, State 1st
Vice President Anthony Naccarato and State Orator Biagio Isgro. Much was discussed at the

February 9, 2019 - State President Robert Ferrito and SIF President Joseph DiTrapani donate
$100,000 from the National SIF to Andrea Bocelli. This donation is being used to rebuild a new
pre-school and elementary school in Muccia by the Andrea Bocelli Foundation.
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FROM YOUR STATE
CHAPLAIN

District
2
7
2
2
4
2

Lodge No.
Loggia Glen Cove #1016
Progresso Lodge #1047
Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2385
Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2385
Antonio Meucci Lodge #213
Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2385

Name of Deceased
Terry Tanzer
Joseph Antelmi
Frank Sarro
Peter Vecchio
Frank Tarrone
John Super

DOD
12/13/18
01/17/19
01/17/19
01/27/19
02/04/19
02/04/19

From the Editor’s Desk!

Happy, healthy New Year to all! Your State and National
Officers will be running all around the state this March to
attend the many planned lodge installations. They really take a tremendous
amount of time out of their personal lives to be with all of you, so please
remember to show them the respect they deserve.
March is also the celebration of St. Joseph and St. Patrick. Many Italian familys celebrate St. Joseph on March 19th with specially prepared foods to commemorate his life. The holiday's roots date back to the middle ages, when
Sicily underwent a major drought that threatened a massive famine. The
locals prayed to their patron saint to bring them relief in the form of rain. In
exchange, they promised to honor St. Joseph with a proper banquet. Sure
enough, he answered their prayers. In return, they feasted on local foods such
as fava beans, which thrived after the rain, as well as many sweets. Since the
feast occurs in the middle of Lent, it is a meatless celebration.
My great grandmother would have a “feast” in her Brooklyn home (in her
large basement) and invite all friends and family to attend. She set up an altar
filled with statues and crosses, flowers, oranges, lemons, rosaries, fava beans
and loaves of bread. Most of this was given away to guests before the table
was broken down. She also had a religious tableau where various members
of the family portrayed the Holy Family. Robes were made out of white sheets
and tied with a gold cord. My mother was St. Ann for many years until I grew
up and was asked to take over her place. I don’t know what happened to the
“costumes” - but I do know that the large picture of St. Joseph was hung in
my Dad’s house for many years after my Great Grandma passed away. My
immediate family still celebrates with special prayers ... rice balls, pasta con
sarde and sfinge. Looking forward to March19th!!
Hope to see many of you at your lodge installation.

Nancy

In Fraternity

We want to express our sincere gratitude to all our
brothers and sisters of the Order who visited,
called, or sent cards to share in the loss of our
beloved son. It is in these moments of sorrow that
the true meaning of fraternity is practiced and
greatly appreciated.
Marge and Sal Moschella
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Faith and Science: twin sisters
or arch-enemies?

Faith and Science: what does the juxtaposition of these terms signify to you?
Are they an oxymoron (words that contradict each other, like a “married bachelor”)? Sadly many people view them
this way, as if we either must believe the
Bible or believe science, but not both.
For example, it is in fact very true that
there were and still are many fights in
the Southern Bible Belt and elsewhere
regarding the teaching of Creation vs.
Evolution. The creationists believe that
the world came to be precisely as the
Book of Genesis tells us, while evolutionists will tell you that God had nothing to do with it, that it all started with
the Big Bang. (Sounds like a TV show
theme song!) We Catholics are often
stuck right in the middle of this neverending conflict. The biggest problem for
Catholics about the whole debate is that
this fight is not ours!

Faith and science do not preclude each
other; in fact, they complement each
other perfectly. The only people who
have problems seeing this are the fundamentalists on both sides, Christians,
for example, who believe the world was
created in seven 24-hour periods, and
that if the Bible doesn’t say it is true, it
isn’t, and atheistically-based scientists
who believe their job is to prove believers wrong about God and to use their
scientific discoveries to prove that God
doesn’t exist. Both sides are wrong.
First, the Bible never claims and never
did claim to be the absolute word on
every bit of knowledge ever to be had. If
that were the case, we could never cook
our food, for we don’t find any recipes in
the Bible to tell us what the proper temperature and time for cooking a 21
pound turkey is! By the same token, figuring out how things work in the world
and how they came about by no means
disproves the existence of God. If you
imagine a very smart person who takes
a piece of chocolate cake, analyzes it,
figures out that all the ingredients
(sugar, chocolate, eggs, etc.) got mixed
together and heated at a certain temperature for a certain time and then got
covered with icing, if he told you his
(correct) conclusion thereby proves
there’s no such thing as a baker, what
would you say? That’s foolishness!
Figuring out how something was made
by no means proves that no one made
it.
I find religiously-minded people who are
afraid that science is going to one day
disprove the existence of God to be terribly naïve and weak in faith. How can
exploring God’s creation possibly prove

REV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA

NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN

he doesn’t exist? Does that make any
sense? At the same time, scientists who
believe that science will one day prove
God does not exist are being very naïve
and in fact unscientific. Just logically
speaking, if you ask me to believe that the
world in all its magnificent array was
merely the perchance result of actions
over time that were not guided by anyone
but just happened that way or that a conscious mind guided it, which is easier?

Scientific people tell us constantly that
the existence God cannot be proved,
therefore, we have to trust only the solid
proof of scientific experimentation. But
the fact of the matter is, scientists place
their faith in others’ writings all the time.
Someone recently wrote on my blog that
he knows science to be true because he
can do the experiment himself and prove
it. Fair enough. But until he does, he’s
putting faith in another’s words. It’s not
feasible as a scientist to say you’d only
believe something once you’ve proven it
for yourself. So scientists trust the evidence of others just as we trust the evidence of faith. Scientists have been
wrong before, and people feel rather foolish who put their trust in their findings,
only to discover they were in error. So
there’s always going to be faith involved,
and neither religion nor science will ever
preclude the other.
We have no problem reconciling belief in
God’s creation with scientific facts. Truth
can’t contradict truth. If a religious truth
and a scientific truth seem at first to contradict each other, all that means is that
there is something about one or the
other, or perhaps both, that we don’t fully
understand. Once we understand them
both completely, they fit hand and glove!

Check out my blog at
www.fathercarrozza.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS DECEMBER 2018

Columbus Lodge #2143 Children’s Christmas Party. Santa gave out 72 presents and a great time
was had by all!

District 3 Christmas Party held at Greis Park in Lynbrook. Honored were: 2018 Dr.
Vincenzo Sellaro Award Recipeint - Anthony Corsello, Presidents Lifetime Achievement
Award Honoree - Tom DeLuca, District 3 Recording Secretary - Rosemarie Baffo Stathes,
District 3 Chairperson - Anna Magliato, District Treasurer - Carl Ciaccio, 2018 Dr.
Vincenzo Sellaro Award Recipient - Eleanor Jobbagy and Outgoing Trustee of District 3
- Ernest Magliato.

District II Christmas Party was held at the Rocky Marciano Lodge #2226, Oceanside, New York.

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 held a Children’s Christmas Party at their lodge hall.

Columbus Lodge #2143 held an Ugly Sweater Contest at their lodge Christmas Party.

A.P. Giannini Lodge #2859 held their Christmas Party at Garguilos Reataurant. A great
time was had by all. Pictured is President Josephine Piazza with lodge members.

The Golden Lion • January - February - March 2019 • 5

NEW YORK OSDIA ON THE MOVE

Newly installed Cavaliere Anthony Naccarato celebrates with his lodge ... Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163 at
the 2018 Annual Ballo di Savoia Gala held at the Metropolitan Club in NYC.

America Lodge #2245 Immediate Past President, Gloria Maffettone, recently had the opportunity to speak with the Multicultural and Italian Clubs of Sacred Heart Academy in
Hempstead. Using the "history in a box" concept Gloria discussed the telephone, denim
fabric, the Declaration of Independence, the US Capitol building, cement and other items of
interest to the group. The presentation ended with a tasting of Panettone and pizzelle.
Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583
in Eastchester/Tuckahoe held a
very successful Tombola night.
It was a sold out crowd and
everyone had a great time.
Tombola is Italian bingo and it is
usually played the week of
Christmas and ends on the
Epiphany Jan. 6th.

Perry Como Lodge #2846 held a 10th Anniversary event at St. Philip Neri Parish
Center on November 10, 2018. Pictured with Perry Como Lodge President Anne
Cajigas are the honorees - Nicholas Mauro, Janice Sibilia and Joseph Vallone.

Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 in Eastchester/Tuckahoe held a very successful
Pasta and Pastry night with a combined lecture on Italian comics in America by Dr.
Primeggia.
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Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212 was very active over Thanksgiving and Christmas, giving
food for dinners to community organizations.Chairman John Capria along with Brothers
Mark Marotta, Florio Campi, Dave Tampkin, Lou Di Mauro, Nick LaBruna and many many
others were able to donate and transport 175 grocery bags for Thanksgiving dinners to
Rockland County Catholic Charities, and an additional 42 grocery bags at Christmas to the
needy of Sacred Heart Parish in Suffern NY.

NEW YORK OSDIA IN THE NEWS

Arturo Toscanini Lodge #2107, St. Matthew RC Church, Dix Hills. On Wednesday, December
12th at their lodge meeting, new members Grace & Gerald Rapuano with sponsor Jennie
Zicaro listen to Lodge President Diana Grauer instructing VP Josephine Mannino to explain
“Our Concept of Equality” to the new members.

Members of the Gift of Sight Committee visited the visually impaired veterans at the
Northport Veterans Hospital for their annual Holiday Party and donated Italian cookies for
the event. In attendance were Bill and Carmel Lamont, Christine Breyer, Director of VIST
program for visually impaired veterans (in the middle), Mary Naccarato (Gift of Sight Chair)
, Tony Naccarato, Al DiBlasio along with two staff members.

Le Amiche Lodge #2550, Yonkers, NY installed 8 new members at the last general membership meeting. State President Robert Ferrito and State Deputy Keith Wilson were in
attendance.
The Columbia County Lodge #659, held their 2019 Positive Image Award Ceremony
at their lodge. The award recipients are Jo Ann Del Forno Lewicki (L) and current
Columbia County Lodge #659 President, Guy Apicella (R) and the gentleman in the
middle is Phil Abitabile, Positive Image Award Chairman.

So proud of our newly installed Cavaliere/Knight Anthony Naccarato, Thom Lupo,
Cavaliere Ufficiale/Knight Officer, Carl Morelli, American Delegate for the House of
Savoy. Joseph Sciame, Cavaliere di Gran Croce/Knight Grand Cross and Joseph
DiTrapani, Cavaliere Ufficiale/Knight Officer. Induction took place at Church of St.Jean
Baptiste, New York City at East 76th and Lexington Avenue.

Loggia Glen Cove 1016 celebrated the 101st birthday of member Angeline Troffa.
Angeline has been a member of the Lodge since 1966. She is the oldest living member
of the lodge and her and her husband John were very devoted members. Angeline, Happy
Birthday! May God continue to Bless you with good health.
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COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

First of all, I would like to wish all our
Brothers and Sisters a very Happy and
Healthy New Year!

CSJ Luncheon
This year’s luncheon, which was held
on February 24th at Russo’s on the
Bay in Howard Beach, was a wonderful event - a good time was had by all.
Our honorees were: Carol Sorace
Whalen; the grandniece of Dr.
Vincenzo Sellaro; Carol Delaney; noted
author of Columbus and the Quest for
Jerusalem; and Rabbi Joseph
Potasnik; a man that has been fighting
social justice issues for many years.
I want to extend my sincere thanks to
each of you who attended, took a journal ad, or donated a gift for our raffle
table.
A special thank you to
Josephine Morici Cohen, who has
been coordinating this event for thirtyeight years.

Update on our efforts to preserve
Columbus Day and our Statue
The fight continues to defend and preserve our Columbus holiday. We continue to be under attack by those that
have very little knowledge of
Columbus and his great voyage. One
of those now in attack mode, is the
newly elected Congresswoman from
Queens and the Bronx, Alexandra
Ocasio Cortez. She has an online petition to remove Columbus as a holiday
and make Election Day a paid holiday.
She is also going to present a bill in
congress regarding this issue. We
already sent her a letter and received
no response. I will be attempting to
make an appointment with her to
speak to her directly regarding the
importance of Columbus to our Italian
American community.

In Southampton, we continue to work
with the residents to overturn the
school board’s decision to change
Columbus Day to Indigenous People’s
Day. Once again, CSJ took out a fullpage ad in the Southampton Press
informing the community of this position and demanding that it be reversed.
The Southampton community, under
the leadership of Rocco Corriero, is
seeking candidates to run for the
school board in May that support
Columbus Day. We need to win just
one more seat to be able to reverse this
decision.
Also, the city of Rochester decided to
remove Columbus Day from the calendar. The Vincent Lombardi Lodge has
been in the forefront fighting this decision. CSJ did send a letter to Mayor
Lovely Warren objecting to the removal
of Columbus Day. I received a letter
back from the Mayor stating that they
still have Columbus Day on their calendar. We are following-up with the
Vincent Lombardi Lodge to find out
what the final decision was.
CSJ is continuing to demand that any
attacks on Columbus statues should be
considered a hate crime. I have spoken
to National CSJ President Kevin Caira
and asked him to write to the Attorney
General to make these crimes hate
crimes across the Country. I am waiting to hear back from him.

Shame on Notre Dame University
We were notified that Rev. John
Jenkins, President of Notre Dame
University made a decision to cover the
beautiful murals depicting Christopher
Columbus' voyage to the new world.
For over 100 years, these murals created by Luigi Gregori have been in the
main hall of the University. They were
placed there to convey the spirit of
exploration to new students at Notre
Dame. Rev Jenkins shamefully has
acquiesced to the politically correct
movement to rewrite history. CSJ has
sent a letter to Rev. Jenkins with no
response. Shame on him and Notre
Dame University!

Columbus, as Taught in the Schools
We are beginning to investigate the
false narrative taught in the public
schools regarding Columbus. I set-up
a sub-committee chaired by Lou Gallo
to look in to this situation. We are look-
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ing to schedule meetings with the
State Council of History Teachers, the
Bureau of Social Studies, the Board of
Regents, the State Council of School
Superintendents and the school textbook publishers. We are also looking
into setting up booths at Social
Studies Conferences and locate supportive journalists of our cause.

New Orleans Lynching’s Effort
We are continuing to work with the
Mayor’s Office in New Orleans to have
a public apology made regarding the
1891 New Orleans lynching’s. So far,
we are getting very positive responses
from the Mayor’s Office. We have sent
verbiage of an apology that we would
like her to make and her office sent it
back with some changes. Mike Santo
is going to New Orleans the end of
January to meet with the City Officials
to finalize this initiative. He will also be
meeting with community leaders
there, as well as city officials, to site
an area where a memorial can be
placed. We are very pleased with the
results and remain optimistic that an
apology will be made towards the end
of March. We were hoping to have it
for the anniversary, March 14th, but
due to events in New Orleans with
Mardi Gras, it would be difficult. I
want to publicly thank Mike for all the
hard work he has done on this issue.

Attacks on New York Chief Judge
Janet DiFiore
On October 23, 2018, at a Hispanic
Celebration, the unions representing
the Court Officers and court employees had their members demonstrate
against Judge DiFiore. They wore tee
shirts with the words Organized Crime
Association. I want to make it clear,
we are not getting involved in their
labor management issue; the only
issue we are dealing with is their use
of the term Organized Crime
Association against an Italian
American. We did send a letter to both
union heads objecting to this tactic
but have not received a response.
The CSJ complaint report and directory have been updated. This new form
was sent to all lodge presidents to be
copied and given to all members. We
are asking our members to use this
form when notifying us of issues.

Positive Image
John Dabbene Immigrant Contest
We have received 21 essays from six
of the eight districts across the State.
The committee will review the essays;
select the recipients so that the
awards can be distributed in March.
We are urging all lodge presidents to
inform both myself and President
Ferrito of the date that you will be presenting the award. I want to thank
Charlie Lucie for taking the lead in
implementing this program.
La Bella Lingua Award
Every district across the state was
notified in January and given the
applications for the La Bella Lingua
program. Many of the districts have
already sent this information to the
schools in their district that teach the
Italian language. The Grand Lodge
underwrites this award with a $500.00
check for each winner in each district.
A $50.00 check will also be given to
each district to pay for the mailing and
photocopying of the forms and information.

In addition, the CSJ will provide a subsidy of up to $150.00 to each district
to help defray the cost of the award
ceremony. I want to thank Mary Ann
Rispoli and Jean Gagliardo for all they
do in coordinating this program.

In closing, I am urging all to stay united and involved in our fight to defend
our heritage. If you hear of any issues
that negatively affect our heritage,
please advise us ASAP.
Our CSJ is only as great as the brothers and sisters on our executive board
and our lodge liaisons. Each of them is
totally committed to defending and
promoting a positive image of our heritage. I thank each of them.

Brothers and Sisters, I want to thank
you for the ongoing support you provide the New York Grand Lodge,
Commission for Social Justice.
Fraternally,

John A. Fratta
Chairman

℘℘℘

MUSEUM HAPPENINGS
GARIBALDI-MEUCCI MUSEUM
420 Tompkins Avenue
Staten Island, New York
718-442-1608
garibaldimeuccimuseum.org
By: Carl J. Ciaccio, Commissioner

Is spring in the air or is Punxsutawney Phil dazed and confused? I believe
the latter is true, given the polar-opposite temperatures we have sustained
during the past couple of months. Speaking of polar, Antarctica has lost
250 billion tons of ice each year since 2009. Is anyone interested in buying some near-future ocean front property in the Poconos?

Venice-New York:
The GMM continues, in full force, its efforts to bring to the grounds of
the GMM the permanent installation of the majestic bell tower created by
Venetian Sculptor, Giorgio Bortoli. A work of art that would bring a bit of
the New York Skyline to Staten Island and stand tall as a luminous beacon that draws attention to the GMM, the Rosebank community, and
Staten Island. Stay tuned for more.
Thank you for your unwavering, generous devotion to the GMM!

On behalf of the GMM, I wish you a Happy Valentine’s Day, a Blessed St.
Joseph’s Day, and a Happy Easter! Sempre Avanti!

None the less, our GMM continues to thrive with warm receptions and
innovative cultural, artistic and educational programs:

The Fashion and Faces of Italy:
On January 20th, a well-attended and received Exhibit Opening Ceremony
was hosted by our vivacious GMM Chairperson, Madeline Matteucci and
our all-encompassing CEO, Joseph Sciame. An exposition of regional costumes from Campania, Abruzzo, Le Marche and Lombardia, accompanied
by a collection of portraits and the respective brief biographies of some of
the famous sons and daughters of each region, exemplified sartorial
splendor and the gifted and talented works of artist, William J. Castello
and accomplished author, Marianna Biazzo Randazzo, (see photos). All
that, and much, much more to come, as there are so many more Italian
Regions to exhibit with pride, which makes your visit to the GMM, sooner
or later, a must.
Calling All Young Inventors:
The GMM is again calling all young inventors and encouraging their
involvement in perpetuating the legacy of inventor Antonio Meucci by participating in the 2019 Antonio Meucci Young Inventors’ Competition. The
Final Competition is scheduled on Sunday, April 28, 2019. Inventions will
be judged at Staten Island Technical High School. To request additional
information, rules and applications, please contact Museum
Administrator/ Program Coordinator, Stephanie Lundegard via email:
slundegard@garibaldimeuccimuseum.org or call (718) 422-1608.

New School Programs and Workshops:
The GMM is now featuring new and exciting hands-on, visual arts, theatre,
language programs highlighting Italian culture and history. Featuring:
Journey to Ellis Island, Pompeii…Buried Alive!, The Adventures of
Pinocchio. In addition, our new Telephone Through the Ages Program
explores the inventive genius of Antonio Meucci. After all, he was much,
much more than the true inventor of the telephone. For more information
and/or to book a field trip or a visit, contact our dynamic Educational
Programs Coordinator, Bridgette Lowerre: blowerre@garibaldimeuccimuseum.org or call (718)422-1608.

Italian Opera: A Reflection of Life!
Renowned opera aficionado, Professor Lou Barrella, is calling on all opera
lovers and new-comers to enroll in his Spring Term Class, at the GMM, to
“gain further insight into the minds and souls of the composers whose
works still affect us today.” Spring Term begins April 10th and ends May
22nd. The class will also offer an optional trip to see “Il Trovatore” at the
Regina Opera Company in Brooklyn, on Saturday, May 11th. So, join
Professor Barrella “for an experience of intellectual stimulation and musical pleasure.” So, don’t hesitate to call the GMM, now!
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CELEBRATING CULTURE & HERITAGE
THE REGIONS OF OUR ROOTS
Traveling Italia Via the Regions
Part V

Let’s take a look at the Lazio Region that has a famous province, the city of Rome.
Of course, if you travel to Italy, you may want to consider a stop over at the Lazio
Region and Rome. There is much to see and enjoy.

LAZIO REGION-Population 5,888,472-Capital is Rome
The Provinces of Lazio are: Viterbo, Rieti, Rome, Latina and Forsinone. Lazio is
certainly in the running as Italy’s most underrated region. Oh, how can we possibly count the many compelling towns, villages and archaeological sites? You
could spend a year wandering the 6,655 square miles of Lazio without a hint of
boredom.
Province of Viterbo – this is the homeland of the great Etruscan civilization and
the zone is still full of tombs. Spend some time there and you will slowly unearth
a sweet, rich and sensual land that deserves exploration with a history book in
your hand.
Province of Rieti – St. Francis of Assisi was known to wander this way. There are
lots of opportunities for excursions to natural castles, fortresses and Franciscan
sanctuaries. Fara Sabina makes a good starting point for visiting the medieval
towns, castles parks and wineries of the Sabina Hills where olive oil has been produced for at least 2000 years. Good red and white wine is produced here in several small wineries.

Province of Rome – The Culture of Rome refers to the arts, high culture language,
religion, politics, libraries, cuisine, architecture and fashion. Rome was supposedly founded in 753 BC and ever since has been the capital of the Roman Empire,
one of the main centers of Christianity, the home of the Roman Catholic Church
and the seat of the Italian Republic. Due to the historical and social importance,
Rome is often nicknamed the Caput Mundi or “capital of the world.” There are
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hundreds of galleries, museums, castles, villas, museum of art in Rome. Of
course there is the Vatican, the home of our Pope Francis and all past popes. A
good time of year to go is the fall season when the weather is perfect and the
figs are growing on trees that you can pick as you travel through the towns in
the outskirts. Make note that Vatican City is an independent country situated
inside Rome. A place to visit that will leave you with lasting memories.

Province of Latina – Latino was founded by Benito Mussolini in 1932 as Littoria,
named for the fascio littorio. After WW II the town was renamed Latina in 1946.
The city coat of arms is a blue shield with a stylized drawing of the City Hall
Clock Tower in the middle, standing on a field of greens and flanked by two
stalks of wheat tied at the base with a red ribbon engraved with the motto “LATINA OLIM PALUS” (Latina once a swamp) in Latin. The arms combine the three
colors of the Flag of Italy (red white and green) with the black of the Fascism
and the “Azzurro Savoia” (the blue of the House of Savoy.)

Province of Frosinone – Forsinone sits on top of a hill that overlooks the valley
surrounding the Sacro River. It is neither a well known city nor one, which is
much visited by tourists but has a nice mix of some interesting historical buildings. Cassino is best known for being the site of the fierce Battle of Monte
Cassino during World War II. After the fall of the Western Roman Empire,
Frosinone was destroyed several times by foreign invaders. In 1350, it was damaged by an earthquake. After the Sack of Rome (1527), Frosinone was also ravaged by German, Florentine and French troops and again, in 1556, by Spanish
troops fighting against Pope Paul IV. The following year it became the official
seat of the papal governor of the province of Campagna and Marittima.
We hope you enjoyed reading about the various provinces and their history.
Perhaps in the next writing we will be covering the region where your ancestry
was created.

###

SOUTH OF THE BORDER
By Salvatore Moschella

It is a common misconception that in the past few centuries, all Italians that migrated from
Italy went to North America, but the pattern of migration from Italy had different points of
destination. Traditionally, Italian immigrants, consisting mostly of northern Italian artisans
and craftsmen, emigrated mostly within the confines of Europe. By the seventeenth century, these skilled Italian artisans were beginning to venture farther abroad. Some went all
the way to North and some to South America. However, when the mass exodus, also
known as the “Atlantic Migration,” began in the 1870s, the flow first went to South
America, mostly to Argentina and Brazil, and then to the North American continent.
Once they arrived on the shores of these two continents however, their fate followed a
somewhat different road. While in the United States, the Italian immigrant found discrimination and outright hatred, that prevented him from economically and socially establishing himself in society. In South America, generally, the welcome mat was, by far, more
friendly. All that one needed was the will to work hard, and one was warmly welcomed.
This friendlier atmosphere provided the opportunity for the Italians to flourish in this new
land more readily than for those in North America. The talents and skills of the newcomers
were more productively utilized, so that it would ultimately benefit both the Italians and the
host country, and have a lasting positive social and political impact upon that continent.
The reasons for accepting the Italians were as varied as the country they emigrated to. In
the mid-19th century, Brazil, Argentina, and other South American countries urgently
required workers to develop their economies. The native Indian populations had been driven off their lands, and the governments now wanted to open up the land for coffee, sugar,
wheat, and cattle production. Much of South America was rich in minerals like bauxite, silver, tin, and copper, and workers were needed for its mines and heavy industries.

The Brazilian government was cognizant that central to all Italian life is the tradition of the
family as a guiding force and focus of loyalty, thus it encouraged Italians to come as families rather than as single men. It recruited many peasants by offering to pay their travel
costs from Italy, to provide them with implements and seed, and to allow them to purchase their new farms gradually, with payments spread over a ten year period. In other
South American countries, the chances of establishing a steady income were just as certain, and the immigrants sent for their wives and children to join them. The government
encouraged unmarried men to have their parents choose a wife for them from their village
and send her out to them, rather than have the man return to Italy and possibly never
come back.
The immigrants that preceded the Italians to South America were mostly Spaniards and
Portuguese. This provided a cultural tie with these other immigrants for the new arrivals,
thus it was much easier for Italian immigrants to become part of the South American society. Close to 50 percent of Argentina’s immigrants were from Italy, followed by the
Spaniards with 33 percent. As of the mid 1990s, more than 50% of Argentina’s population
can trace their roots to Italy. The new Italian arrivals found it relatively easy to pick up the
new languages of Spanish and Portuguese, both of which have the same roots as Italian.
In fact, the Italians not only integrated well into the culture of South America, they even
influenced it. Sociologists have labeled this process the "Italianizing" of South America.
Today the common spoken language of Argentina is a unique blend of Argentine-Spanish
and Italian. It must be understood, that when integration or assimilation into the culture is
mentioned, it is more to describe the sharing of Italian culture with the at-large society,
rather than surrendering the Italian identity to the host society.

Religion played another part in the integration process. Italians shared the Roman Catholic
religion with the South Americans. This enabled intermarriage between the two cultures,
which helped the Italians to mix with local families and local culture and not be segregated
in Italian-only suburbs or ghettos away from mainstream society.

The success of Italians in business and industry put them in a financial position whereby they
were able to assist many poorer Italians to start businesses. With the help of mutual aid societies, which functioned like private banks, successful Italians and other immigrants pooled
their money to provide each other with loans and insurance policies. The societies also
helped to fund schools, medical clinics, pharmacies, restaurants, and even job-placement
services. They were crucial in helping Italian immigrants establish themselves as respectable,
well-educated members of South American society. (Very much like what the OSIA did in the
United States).

Not everything has been a bed of roses. Anti-Italian discrimination and hostility were in evidence, but more as an exception rather than as a rule as it was in the United States. Although
laws and programs were instituted, especially in Argentina, detrimental to Italian immigrants,
because of the sheer percentage of Italians in those countries and of their influence in society, these laws were quickly rescinded. Italians were not only able to maintain their ethnic
identity, but became the movers and shakers in the middle class and to a certain extent, in
the upper class of the South American society.

Italian immigration to South America peaked around the turn of the 20th century, due to economic depression in the coffee industry and a shortage of new farmland, thus shifting the
main destination of Italian immigrants to the United States. But nevertheless, Italians continued to migrate to South America. In the early 20th century, up to one million Italians immigrated to that continent, even taking into account that during the fascist regime in Italy in the
1920s and 30s, emigration to other than Italian territories was very restrictive due mostly to
political pride. After WW II, another 3/4 million Italians arrived in South America, again primarily in Argentina and Brazil. Some used South America as a stepping stone, to eventually
migrate to the United States. This process continued up to the 1960s, when emigration from
Italy virtually dried up because of the economic revival in Italy.
While Italian migration has virtually ceased in the 21st century, the Italian influence has had
a significant and lasting impact that has greatly altered the culture of these hosting countries,
especially Argentina. According to the latest census Italians are one of the largest ethnic
composition of its population. It is estimated that up to 25 million or 62.5% Argentineans
have some degree of Italian descent. Over 1,500,000 of them speak standard Italian which
makes it the second most spoken language in the nation as a native tongue.

But the standard Italian language never took hold as the primary language of Argentina, in
part because the great majority of Italians immigrants spoke specifically their regional
dialects and not much of the standard Italian language. This prevented any expansion of the
use of the Italian language as a primary language in Argentina. A lost opportunity.
Nevertheless, the similarity of the Italian dialects with Spanish enabled the immigrants to
assimilate, by using the Spanish language, with relative ease. Nevertheless these regional
dialects made a lasting and significant impact on the intonation of Argentina's vernacular
Spanish. Research has shown that Spanish (the primary language of Argentina, has intonation patterns that resemble those of Italian dialects (especially Neapolitan) and differ markedly from the patterns of other forms of Spanish.
To our Italian brothers and sisters in Argentina, Sempre Avanti in advancing the Italian culture and heritage!
Material derived from various international web sites.

Sal is a past editor of the Golden Lion (1997-2017) and a member of Columbus Lodge #2143
of Farmingdale, since 1978.

The importance of a more expeditious integration, either because of culture, language, religion, or climate, provided beneficial opportunities to the Italians, which were not available
to their North American counterparts. Being a part of the community, Italians became successful in business ventures. In Peru, there were only about 15,000 to 20,000 Italians,
mainly from Liguria, living there. Many had had some experience in Italy of small businesses, such as fishing ventures, and between 1890 and 1930 they developed much of
Peru's oil, sugar, and textile industries. By 1930, Italians controlled over half of Peru’s
banks and much of its insurance industry and owned a majority of factories.

In the Brazilian city of Sao Paulo and in the Argentine city of Buenos Aires, Italians, both
workers and bosses, formed big communities in those cities. By 1890, one in every three
people living in Buenos Aires was an Italian. Italians made up over half the city’s factory
workers, and richer Italians owned half the city’s factories. They were so great in numbers,
that they were able to form strong trade unions and ensure that they earned good wages.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ………… FEBRUARY 2019

NEW YORK GRAND LODGE FOUNDATION, INC.
ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNIVERSARY WINTER CHARITY BALL A GREAT SUCCESS
ROBERT M. FERRITO, STATE PRESIDENT, GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK
MARIA REGINA RESIDENCE & SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH,
SPECIAL HUMANITARIAN AWARD
GINA COLETTI, SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
HONORED

Bellmore, New York - The New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc., Order
Sons of Italy in America was proud and privileged to honor the following outstanding individuals at the 2019 Winter Charity Ball - our own State President
Robert Ferrito, the Maria Regina Residence of Brentwood, Long Island and the
Sisters of St. Joseph, and Ms. Gina Coletti.

The Winter Charity Ball has become one of OSIA’s premier events. This year’s
honorees were wonderful and we have added each of their names to our long
list of past Charity Ball honorees. The room was filled with over 200 guests
who enjoyed a heartwarming program, delicious food and great company.

GIFT OF SIGHT INFORMATION ON OUR GUIDE DOG “OCCHI”
Dear Brothers and Sisters of OSDIA,

I thought that you might like to see what your generous contributions at our
annual luncheon and our convention has allowed us to do once again. Attached
you will see the puppy that our donations to the "Guide Dog/VetDogs
Foundations, has enabled us to help purchase and name this puppy that will
eventually go to a disabled veteran.
His name is "Occhi" which means "eyes" in Italian. The winning entry was made
by the Caboto Lodge. Kindly share this picture with your lodge members or with
a local newspaper for positive image for OSDIA. Please contact me if you need
any further information.
Fraternally,
Mary Naccarato, Gift of Sight, Chairperson

During the evening, Foundation President Robert Ferrito presented a donation
of $1,000 to the Make-A-Wish Foundation – an organization founded in the
United States that arranges experiences described as “wishes” to children diagnosed with critical illnesses. In addition, President Ferrito presented a donation
of $2,000 to the Maria Regina Residence – a five-star skilled nursing facility
offering long-term residence, short-term rehabilitation, and adult care health
services. Maria Regina has consistently earned New York State’s highest ratings as a health care facility, offering the best patient care and clinical services
while providing hope, healing, and hospitality. The ministry of the Sisters of St.
Joseph provides a warm and welcoming environment.

We must take this opportunity to thank Charity Ball Chairlady Annette
Lankewish and Co-chair Joanne Spera, along with the entire Winter Charity Ball
and Journal committee. The commemorative journal was beautiful and the
entire affair was a great success. In expressing appreciation to the guests that
evening, Foundation President Ferrito stated: “We are pleased this evening to
salute such wonderful honorees at our annual Charity Ball. Each of our honorees so richly deserves our praise and admiration. The funds raised here will
assist the New York OSIA charities to a greater extent and fulfill the goals of our
Foundation.”

The objective of the NYSOSIA Winter Charity Ball is to help provide funds for
various charitable endeavors. Support of this annual event enables the
Foundation to continue its philanthropic mission in supporting charitable causes as in past years.
######
Charity Ball pictures follow on pages 13 & 14

This article appeared in Sisters of St. Joseph January Mission Moments:
Maria Regina Residence and Sisters of St. Joseph
Honored at Winter Charity Ball

“On January 25, 2019, Maria Regina Residence and Sisters of St. Joseph
were honored with the Special Humanitarian Award by the New York State
Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc., Order Sons of Italy in America at their
Twenty-Sixth Anniversary Winter Charity Ball. As stated at the event: The
New York Grand Lodge Foundation takes great pride in hailing the extraordinary care that the Maria Regina Residence provides to those in need.
The Sisters of St. Joseph live and work so that all people may be united
with God and with one another. They continue to advocate for the poor and
oppressed and to work for the care of the earth and all creation.”
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I know that being of Italian Ancestry ... St. Joseph’s Day is my March holiday. But, my
husband John is of Irish ancestry and he has always been proud of his heritage ... along
with his “married” Italian heritage. Here is a corned beef and cabbage recipe you might
enjoy on St. Patrick’s Day! Nancy
1 corned beef brisket (about 4 pounds) with spice packet
2 tablespoons brown sugar - 2 bay leaves
3-1/2 pounds small potatoes (10-15), peeled - 8 medium carrots, halved crosswise
1 medium head cabbage, cut into wedges
HORSERADISH SAUCE:
3 tablespoons butter - 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 to 1-1/2 cups reserved cooking juices from corned beef
1 tablespoon sugar - 1 tablespoon cider vinegar - 1/4 cup horseradish

Place brisket, contents of seasoning packet, brown sugar and bay leaves in a large Dutch
oven or stockpot; cover with water. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, covered, 2
hours.

Add potatoes and carrots; return to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, covered, just until beef
and vegetables are tender, 30-40 minutes. (If pot is full, remove potatoes and carrots
before adding cabbage; reheat before serving.)
Add cabbage to pot; return to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, covered, until cabbage is tender, about 15 minutes. Remove vegetables and corned beef; keep warm.
For Horseradish Sauce, strain and reserve 1-1/2 cups cooking juices; skim fat from
reserved juices. Discard remaining juices. Prepare sauces as desired.
Cut beef across the grain into slices. Serve with vegetables and horseradish sauce.
Horseradish Sauce: In a small saucepan, melt butter over medium heat; stir in flour until
smooth. Gradually whisk in 1 cup reserved juices. Stir in sugar, vinegar and horseradish;
bring to a boil, stirring constantly. Cook and stir until thickened.

NEW YORK OSDIA IN THE NEWS

OSIA Lion’s Pride Day Care Center Christmas Party. Left to right standing - Caitlyn
Boogertman, Susan Daniels, Vickiana Lopez and Rocco Laino - as Santa.

Winner of the Great American Baking Show: Holiday Edition
proudly shows off her Italian Heritage in her cake

By Tiziano Thomas Dossena

Tina Zaccardi, an Eastchester, New York, resident and Corresponding Secretary of the
local Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge, recently won the title of “America’s Best Amateur Baker”
on Season 4 of ABC’s Great American Baking Show: Holiday Edition, an American cooking competition television series based on the hit U.K. show “The Great British Bake Off.”
Tina travelled to Pinewood Studios in England last August and stayed for 25 days, baking
alongside nine fellow contestants. The judges for the contest were Emma Bunton, (aka
Baby Spice) the English songwriter, actress, and radio and television presenter, Anthony
“Spice” Adams, a TV host, actor, comedian, and former pro football defensive tackle;
cookbook author Paul Hollywood (of “The Great British Bake Off”); and Sherry Yard, a
three-time James Beard Award-winning pastry chef. Her win was announced on the season’s finale on December 20th.
Romanesque Lodge #2198, Blauvelt, NY installed several new members into the lodge at
their January 2019 membership meeting.

Ms. Zaccardi impressed the judges with her marvelous variety of desserts, 18 in total,
which combined great taste with spectacular presentation. On that note, it is important
to point out that her Holiday Celebration Cake carried the colors of the Italian flag, and it
was not a casual choice.
Tina Zaccardi was previously the winner of the 10th Annual Rachel Ray’s Viewer Burger
Bash with her roasted garlic and gorgonzola-stuffed burger with arugula, bacon, and frizzled onions. Tina was also the finalist on Today Show Joyful Pot Meal Contest with a
Thai-inspired chicken and couscous dish, and has appeared on the program The Chew
with her scrumptious Peach Blueberry Crumble Pie with Pecan Crust!
No prize money was included, but, great experience aside, Tina came back home with a
new title, new friends, and a wonderful Waterford crystal plate inscribed with the words
“The Great American Baking Show: Holiday Edition,” and her town rewarded her with an
official Proclamation.

Loggia Glen Cove #1016, recently initiated three new members into the Lodge. Left to right
in front: Antonia Gambino, Francesca Gambino, President Kathryn Grande and Angelo
Grande, Membership Chairperson. Standing in back - William Sanfillipo, District Deputy and
John Vizza.
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PLENARY SESSION PICTURES

NEW YORK OSDIA ON THE MOVE

The Winter Plenary Session was held on Saturday, January 26th hosted by the
Cellini Lodge #2206 of New Hyde Park. Many thanks to President Mark
Ventimiglia and his committee for accommodating us with great food and a
wonderful venue!

On December 18th, the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 held an initiation ceremony for new members.
Anthony Naccarato, State 1st Vice President, presided as herald assisted by State Trustees, Mildred
Mancusi, Marianne Prince, and Andrew Reilly. Also shown, Rachel Forgione, Membership Chair and
Janet Galvin, President.

Pictured above are students of the Physical Education Leaders Club at Wantagh H.S., along with
Co-President MaryKate Del Gais and Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 President Janet Galvin. Also
in attendance were lodge members Frank Tursi and Larry Galvin. Through a collaborative effort,
food was collected and then donated to the food bank at St. Frances de Chantal, in Wantagh.
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The Constantino Brumidi Lodge N0. 2211 in Deer Park, recently hosted a New Member
Installation. New member Victore D’Amore from Vic D’Amore Dance Studios was
installed. Seated Left to Right: Carmine Soldano - President, Victor D’Amore- New
Member, Joseph Vallone - District Deputy. Standing left to right: Sabrina Savino - 1st
Vice-President, Carol Nani- Membership Committee.

CELEBRATING ST. JOSEPH’S DAY IN ITALY
I was looking for a good article about St. Joseph’s Day in Italy and wound up on
the site of “Life in Italy.” The following article was written by a Justin Demetri and
I thought you might enjoy reading it.
Nancy

St. Patrick may get all the attention with the famous parades
and green beer, but for some Italian Americans (including
me) it means only two more days until St. Joseph’s Day.
Growing up in an Italian American family, St. Joseph’s Day
was always one of my favorite holidays: I could take the day
off from school and all I had to do was visit relatives and eat!
The tradition was brought over with the first immigrants and
is still celebrated in both the old Italian American neighborhoods in the big cities and households nationwide. Every
March 19, Italian Americans across the country will be sitting
down to one of our favorite feasts.

Why We Celebrate St. Joseph’s Day
Even though St. Joseph played a prominent role in the early
life of Jesus, He was not a highly venerated saint in much of
Italy until the late middle ages. Today St. Joseph’s Day is celebrated all over the country, but more so in the south. The
origins of the Italian American version of St. Joseph’s Day most likely date back to
Medieval Sicily when the saint was said to have answered the people’s prayers by ending
one of the island’s legendary droughts. Ever since, St. Joseph’s day has been celebrated
with a large Lenten feast often served to the entire village (or multi-family meals here in
Italian American communities) and an elaborate altar dedicated to the saint.

The St. Joseph Altar
The altar tradition plays a major role in the veneration of St. Joseph and is the focus of
the novena (nine days of prayer) before the actual feast day. The altars take on many
shapes, some forming a cross while others occupy a corner table or an entire wall. Most
of these altars are broken down before or shortly after the dinner, but I recall growing up
that some altars became permanent displays. These permanent altars however, became
overgrown with statues and crosses, flowers, oranges and lemons during St. Joseph’s
Day. Other decorations found on the altars include candles, religious medals, rosaries,
prayer cards, fava beans and loaves of bread. Much of the altar, including the citrus fruits
and breads will be given away to guests when it is broken down.

The Food
The traditional foods served during St. Joseph’s Day are symbolic of both the legends
associated with the saint and the very real struggles of the Sicilian peasantry. The fava
bean plays a prominent role in the feast and can be seen on both altars and in the traditional pasta dish. Once considered food for animals, the hardy bean was not affected by
the droughts and famines of Sicily, making it an invaluable food source to the peasants.
Wild fennel and chickpeas were also some of the few plants available to these poor people
and thus became important parts of the Sicilian diet. These are just some of the simple
and rustic ingredients that go into the unique Pasta di San Giuseppe.
A fond memory of mine involves visiting my grandparents days before the feast and having every flat surface in the house covered in drying home-made pasta. In the past this
could be huge operation often involving several generations of several families working
together for the communal feast. While doing research for this article I have discovered
that the dish served for St. Joseph’s Day varies among Italian American communities and
is often considered a type of minestrone, whereas I always considered it a pasta dish.

In my experiences every family makes it a little different (all of them delicious) but
includes the traditional ingredients of fava beans, fennel, cauliflower, chickpeas (sometimes) and flat, broad home made pasta noodles. The consistency ranges from a pasta
and vegetable soup, to a pasta dish with a little broth, to pasta in a thick paste. Instead of
cheese, many people serve this dish with “poor man’s cheese” – breadcrumbs, which
symbolize the sawdust of St. Joseph the Carpenter. Besides the pasta, other dishes may
include fish, shellfish and of course bread, but traditionally no meat since the feast falls
during Lent.
For those that still have room left, there is always dessert and St. Joseph’s Day means the
famous Zeppole di San Giuseppe. Zeppole are basically “Italian doughnuts” simply dusted
with sugar, cinnamon and honey or (as usually found on the East Coast) filled with yellow
cream and covered with whipped cream. Zeppole are delicious but where I grew up it
seems that Pignolatta is more popular. Pignolatta (pronounced bin-u-lath-a in the dialect
still heard in my town) is a pyramid of little fried pastry balls covered in honey, nuts and

chocolate bits symbolic of a pine cone. Those of Neapolitan descent or other parts of
Italy will know this dessert as Struffoli. Also served are equally filling fried ravioli filled
with sweetened ricotta or chickpeas, but for those who want something lighter a citrus
salad of oranges and lemons is found in many households.

The fact that every family celebrates St. Joseph’s Day a little differently makes the tradition of visiting relatives and family friends even more fun. Trying out all the varieties of
pasta, side dishes and desserts can be a daunting but delicious task. Regardless of matter how it’s made or what is served during the meal, it is intended to be hearty and filling,
an experience that must have been rare in Medieval Southern Italy.

Keeping the Tradition Alive
Over the generations, St. Joseph’s Day has changed as our lives have gotten busier and
more secular. Most households no longer have altars and the traditions of visiting other
households have dwindled, mostly it seems due to our busy schedules. In my community, St. Joseph’s Day has become more family oriented than community oriented like it
was in the past. When Italian Americans were still living in concentrated communities
the feast would be large gatherings of several families, but today it is more in line with
an extra special dinner with close relatives. However it is good to hear that in Italian
American communities across the country traditions are still alive including “Tupa
Tupa“, (knock knock) a reenactment of Joseph and Mary seeking shelter. The people
portraying the Holy Family would be accepted and allowed to join the feast after knocking
three times.

There is always hope that celebrating St. Joseph’s Day will continue since even in cases
where much has been lost, some traditions are continued to be passed on – such as
making the special pasta. Some older traditions become rekindled by the younger generations, such as creating altars like their grandparents did. If there ever was a testament
to the strength of devotion to St. Joseph it would be the City of New Orleans. Not even
the devastation left by hurricane Katrina can stop their altar tradition or the famous St.
Joseph’s Day Parade.

ST. JOSEPH'S SESAME COOKIES

Prep: 25 minutes Cook: 12 minutes. Makes: About 50 cookies

Adapted from a recipe in "Papa Andrea's Sicilian Table," these cookies were featured
in a 2001 story on St. Joseph's Day by William Rice, the Chicago Tribune's former
food and wine columnist.

2 1/2 cups flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

2 sticks (1 cup) butter, softened
3/4 cup sugar

3 eggs, separated

1/2 teaspoon vanilla

3/4 cup sesame seeds, spread on a large plate

1. Heat oven to 375 degrees. Mix together flour and baking powder in small
bowl; set aside. Beat butter and sugar in bowl of electric mixer until light and
fluffy. Beat in egg yolks, one at a time, and vanilla. Gradually add flour mixture;
beat until well blended.

2. Beat egg whites in small dish with fork; set aside. Spread sesame seeds on
plate; set aside. Pinch off walnut-size piece of dough; shape into ball using
palm of hands. Dip in egg whites; roll in sesame seeds. Place on greased baking sheet. Repeat with remaining dough. Bake until firm, about 12 minutes.
Cool on wire rack.
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NEW YORK OSDIA IN THE NEWS

Carmela Cava — Overcoming the Odds
By Ann Marie Antenucci

Many women, Milennials and younger, don’t realize that women were not always recognized as
they are now in society. Fifty years ago it was difficult to find a female lawyer, firefighter, journalist, newscaster, or financial adviser.
Unfortunately, at that time and earlier, our paths
were rigid, narrow, and restricted teacher, nurse,
or secretary.

The Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 presented the Man of the Year Award to Brother
Ernest Cannava and Woman of the Year Award to Sister Lorraine Longo at their annual
Christmas Party on 12-18-18. Congratulations to both recipients.

Carmela Cava was relegated to the role of secretary. It was not her choice. She grew up in an
Italian-American family in Brooklyn in the 1950s,
the daughter of immigrant parents, her father a
barber and her mother a seamstress.

Carmela’s father dictated her high school choice, and it was non-negotiable: Bay
Ridge High School, an all-girls school. Carmela excelled there, earning high grades
and winning a full scholarship to Hunter College. Again, unfortunately, her father
stepped in and “would not allow” her to attend. He demanded she refuse the scholarship and get a secretarial job instead. She cried for a week, but was not deterred.
As she looked out her window in her family’s Brooklyn apartment at the glistening
amber lights of Manhattan, she formulated Plan B.

Determined to conquer all barriers set in her path, she shined in the secretarial pool
at W.J. Roberts, an insurance firm, and quickly became “the chosen one.”
Whenever the senior executives rang for someone to take dictation, her superiors
told Carmela, “grab your steno pad.”

The Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 honored its veterans at social night on
November 1st. Lodge veterans proudly wore their uniforms and flags from each
branch of the service were displayed. Featured are Brothers: Joseph Schenk,
George DeStefano, James Longo, Arthur Canestro and Joseph Franzone.

Soon, she was the private secretary to the office manager, Mr. Dominic Saraceno.
One day, the whole office gathered around a television to watch an address by
President Eisenhower, and Carmela, always looking for a chance to practice her
stenography, transcribed it. An incredulous Mr. Saraceno asked her for a copy of
the transcript, which he gave to the company’s CEO, Mr. Prince. A short while later,
when his secretary retired, Mr. Prince summoned Carmela for the job. “Don’t even
search for anyone else,” Mr. Prince told his associates. “I want Carmela.”
The Dictaphone became a powerful link to Mr. Prince, especially when she corrected his grammatical errors and polished his style. “That sounds better,” he often
said after reading over her work.
She sat in on board meetings, taking dictation and when she transcribed her notes,
Mr. Prince often remarked, “How did you get those smallest details?”

While holding down this important job, she also joined the (now defunked)
Guiseppe Mazzini Lodge of the Order Sons of Italy in America, and rose to the
office of Vice President. She also raised two children. Now, she is a current, vital,
and contributing member of the Father Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 of
Staten Island New York. Proud of her Italian heritage, she remains an active member of the Italian Cultural and Language Club of Staten Island.

Her sheer determination to succeed pushed her to achieve what was unthinkable
for a woman in the 1950s corporate world: She refused to hide her intelligence and
drive. “I’ll show them,” was her mantra, and it should serve as a reminder to us all.
Her courage, intelligence, and unhesitating refusal to settle for less should be a role
model for all women.

℘℘℘

NYOSIA members attending the institution of the new Officer Joseph B. Colello Lodge
#2888 in Yonkers, New York.
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TROLLEY - CLANG CLANG CLANG
Air travel has become difficult today. Security issues, luggage
restrictions and the indignity of body searches, if you’ve had
any replacement surgeries - are stressful. We know these measures are for everyone’s safety so we comply. I am beginning
to think if we wore no belts, shoes, jewelry, or any clothes at all,
that the screening line would move along much faster.

Our urban travel now is by subway, bus or taxi, but I romanticize about the trolley cars I loved years ago. They made me
think of the funiculars in Italy. The trolleys in NYC were sliver and green sleek pod
like vehicles. They travelled along a track embedded in the ground. They had an
electrical wire source above to direct the route also. It often sparked and scared
me. Those tracks still exist in my old neighborhood for occasional utility trains to
go to the repair depots.

I remember the clang, clang, clang as the streetcar approached the curbside stops.
The sign above the windshield displayed the destination. The bi-fold doors opened,
you entered, you jingled the fare in the coin box, sat and enjoyed the ride … until
….. the trolley started to wobble and your stomach became queasy. During the
summer I regularly took the Mc Donald Ave trolley (which ran under the elevated
train stations) to the last stop - Coney Island beach - for fun with friends. The summer trams put in service were rickety wooden red vintage type street cars that were
airy with wicker seats. The conductor manually switched them toward the direction
for the return trip. Since the trolley ride was on the ground, it was like a tour of
the neighborhood. You could see the store fronts, relative’s homes, learn the street
names, enjoy the landscape or even wave at a friend while you whizzed by. It was
rather quiet until someone pulled the string and “ding went the bell” to indicate
your coming stop. Trolleys were safe, convenient and a civilized mode of transportation then. Later pollution spewing busses took over the routes and the rattling
underground subways, that went quickly through dark tunnels, were preferred.

Where have all the trolleys gone? Maybe they are in San Francisco where they call
them cable-cars and make regular stops at Ghirardelli (the oldest and famous Italian
chocolatiers in America).They could even be in St. Louis awaiting the spirit of Judy
Garland, the love struck young lady - to sing “The Trolley Song.” “Clang, clang,
clang went the trolley, Ding, ding, ding went the bell, while Zing, zing, zing went the
heart strings of the girl in love.” I can still hear the song from the movie. There were
chugs, bumps and buzzes on the trolley in the US, while in Naples, Italy, a young
man seeking to propose tries to entice his love to go to the top of the mountain
on the cranking Funicular.
“Yama, Yama. Let’s go, Let’s go. Up and down. Funiculi Funicula.”

There are many funiculars in the mountainous areas of Italy. The cars are built
angled to fit the slope where they are used and have been in service for decades.
They are noisy as they shift gears going up the steep hills so you, sing “Finiculi,
Finicula” for amusement during the ride.
Now there is a proposal to return trolley service in Manhattan to relieve congestion
and gridlock. I knew it! Trolleys are the answer! Bravo! When I am a trolley passenger again, I will hum both Clang, Clang, Clang and Funiculi Funicula!

Florence is a Past President of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372, and a member of
the OSIA Scholarship Committee. Flo is the author of “The Scent of Jasmine Vignettes from a Sicilian Heritage.” She has studied in Italy under Fulbright and NYS
Teacher Grants.

TO ZIO ENZO
“HIP, HIP, HOORAH!”

As many of you regular readers of “The Golden Lion” know, I
missed my column in the September-October edition because I
was in Italy for the funeral of my Uncle Vincenzo – and thank you
all who took the time to send notes of condolences, they were
much appreciated.
I thought I would take this opportunity to introduce you to him. I’ve
mentioned him in passing in past columns, but hopefully, you’ll get
to know him a little better here.

Zio Enzo, as I called him, Colonello – or Colonel – as most folks in the small village of
San Salvatore Telesino called him, was a special man. My dad’s only sibling, he was
a career military man, rising to the rank of colonel in 1965 at age 38, making him the
youngest colonel in the Italian army at the time.

The first time I ever met him was in 1974. He was commanding a base in the southern
city of Caserta, which actually was only about 40 minutes from his home village, and
he arranged for dad and me to sleep on the base there with all the soldiers, which was
about the coolest thing in the world for me at the time. Only sleeping in the same room
with the New York Yankees would have been better for a 14-year-old American teen.
But that is what he did. He made every trip special in one way or another.

Like the time in 1996 when I brought my 10-year-old daughter over to meet him for
the first time. He had two young, energetic puppies running around the villa that he
had built on what used to be his father’s farmland in San Salvatore Telesino. When my
daughter saw those pups, she naturally fell in love with them, and she asked Zio Enzo
what their names were. He only spoke a few words of English, but he said, “Happy,”
I’m sure for the sake of his grandniece. She loved it, and when she asked what the
other puppy’s name was, he thought about it for a second, and said, again, “Happy.”
Could they both be Happy, she wondered? I asked him in Italian. “Yes,” Zio replied,
to my daughter’s delight. “Happy 1 and Happy 2.”

On another trip, my buddy Steve Venuti from Geneva joined us, and Zio decided he
was going to teach him the names of the fingers in Italian, as they do with school kids
over there. So, whenever there was a break in the action, he would start up with Steve:
“Pollice … indice … medio … anulare … mignolo.” He would insist, in firm military
style, that Steve repeat after him, which he did. Then we all would have a good laugh.
By the end of the trip, Steve knew those fingers.
I don’t know how family dinners start in your house, but with Zio Enzo at the table, no
one ate until he belted out “Il Canto degli Italiani,” otherwise known as Italy’s national
anthem. After dinner, he often would recite poetry – Mother Theresa of Calcutta’s
poem about life was his favorite – or sing more fun traditional Italian tunes, always
punctuated by a boisterous final few closing notes and a military-like pound of the fist
on the table that would make all the glasses jump.
He loved the English phrase “Number one!!” and every toast was capped with a robust
“Hip, hip, hip … hooray!!” repeated, always, three times.

He retired from the army in 1988 at the mandatory age of 60, but just before retirement, in what was the proudest accomplishment of his life, he was promoted to the
rank of general, which actually led to another nickname used by some in his village,
“Generale.”

He passed away at the ripe, young age of 91 Sept. 4, and I was in Italy two days later
to pay my respects and to say “Ci vediamo” to my bellissimo Zio, a man who could
command not only a platoon of soldiers but any dining room table that I’ve ever seen.
I will miss him, but every April 5, when I celebrate my birthday, I will have a special
“Hip, hip, hip, hoorah!” in his honor. Always three times, of course. Because that day,
April 5, my birthday … was his birthday too.
Mike Cutillo is a Past President of Geneva Lodge #2397 in upstate New York.
He also is the Executive Editor of the daily Finger Lakes Times newspaper.
You can contact him at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com.
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Welcome New Members

DISTRICT I

2107
Grace Rapuano
Gerard A. Rapuano
2211
Christine Castellazzo
Edward Castellazzo
Denise Cattell
Janet Chiocchi
Michael Costigliola
Ben Cusano
Roseann Cusano
Linda Maggio
John Marazita
John Joseph Massey
Antonio Napolino
Vincent Santella
2319
Frank Gruppuso
2232
Robert Barry
2442
Robert Aguiar
Angela Ucci
2684
Laura DeLa Rosa
Gina Roberts
Michael Russo
Barbara Prass
3436
Camille Campanella
Jack Campanella
Vincent Condurra
Alfred Mansueto
William Schiano

DISTRICT II

1016
Virgilio Anzalone
Antonia Gambino
Francesca Gambino
Dominick Gilio
Denise Reiner
Lisa DiVonzo Vizza
Robert Vizza
1389
Gina Vulcano
2143
Barry Bree
Charles Drago
Joseph Gragnadiello
Kenneth Lerick
Gregory Mangino

Bill Moseley
Giacomo Nappi
John Montovan
Jerry Spatafora
2163A
Grace Angioli
Leonard Angioli
Rosemarie Cardone
Richard Cardone
Antonia Casalino
Mary Ann Capparelli
William Capparelli
Debbie D’Amico
William Iannone
Angie LoBiondo
Vincent LoBiondo
Alice Savino
Nunzio Savino
Anthony Sparaco
Margaret Sparaco
Florence Taylor
Janet Molina
2180
Alfred Casella
Salvatore D’Anna
James DeGennaro Jr.
Jane Magno-D’Anna
Dennis Heuer
Patricia Heuer
Roseann Leonardi
Arlene Sessa
2206
John Benvin
Joseph Brunetta
Ralph Cannati
Joseph DiDonato
Emilio DiMonte
Joseph Emma
Maria Forte
John Giglio
Dawn Giudice
Anthony Giudice
Mary Giudice
Anthony Mastrianni
Tomasina Mastrianni
Andrew Marzano, Jr.
Dorothy Muller
Leonora Munno
Annette Romano
Elizabeth Sklow
Vincent Paradiso
Margaret Panzone
Anna Maria Villa
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2245
Phyliss-Ann O’Connell
2253
Susan Contorino
Thomas D’Angelis
Maria D’Angelis
Nancy Hand
Russell Longano
Maria Martelli
Jean Roncallo
2372
Joan Capozzoli
Antonia Gatto
Adeline Geraffo
Dianne Kaplan
Virginia Hogan
Gina Provenzano
Richard Iaconetta
Betty Iaconetta
Angelo Salerno
Nicholas Vourtis
3436
Vincent Candurra
Alfred Mansueto
William Schiano

DISTRICT III

212
Marco Bulgarelli
Louise DiBella
Michael Young
Luigi Montesano
Lucille Montesano
2344A
Elise Conway
Gina DiSalvio
Marianna Iaboni
2428
Salvatore D’Aprile
Lee A. Delia
Nunziata Natell
Dominque Holman

DISTRICT IV

2248
Thomas Hoferichter
Marianne Stellato O’Donoghue
Michael O’Donoghue
John Salerno
2550
Lisa Baviello
Giulia D’Angelo
Felice DiMondo

Roseann Federici
Linda Kalian
Susan Raffa
Jody Tutino
Josephine Zitaglio
2998
Kyle Schrader
Angelo Anzano
Anthony Casareale, Jr.
Robert Zach
Frank Caparelli
Karen Martin
Alyson Rodgers
Stephen Modica
Kamal Saraireh
Timothy Braig
Michael DiNoia
Alfredo Gjonas
David Santorsola
Thomas Loprienc
Carmine Zullo
Steven Torsiello
Neil Pellone
Joseph Brown
John C. Mastriacovo
Ryan Foley
Joe Barresi
Claudio DelTreste
Joseph R. Carlucci
Anthony Jerussi
Nicholas Jerussi
Yousef Arefieg
Jonah Bellantoni
Jillian Leone

DISTRICT V

2198
Marianna Astor
Denise Buinaiuto
Nicole Cilenti
Karen Ladolcetta
Rosanna Sfraga
Rosemary Timpone
Annette Herskowitz

DISTRICT VI

321
Nicholas Bassi
Frank Cannavo
Philip Cassale
John Ciccarelli
Stefano Cianfarani
Gary Crocco

John DAmico
William Debarthe
Claudio DiIanne
Tony DiIanne
Giancarlo DellaPorta
Domenico DiStefano
Phillis DiMeo
Vincent Dicostanyo
Fabrizio Facchini
Robin Gould
Bruna Grasso
Lester Ersland
Thomas Fonda
Mario Farina
Hugh Farley
Angie Haines
Raymond Haines, Jr.
Michelina Hoffa
Carl Klein
Florina Leffinguell
Mario Mastroianni
Matildia Mastroianni
Matt Martin
Anthony Maiello
John Mallozzi
William Navaretta
Patricia McGarry
Josephine Odorizzi
Richard Ognibene
Blance Payne
Ivan Posilovic
Ronald Polsinelli
Rick Relation
Celeste Rossetti
Robert Rosellini
Joanne Rosellini
Albert Tariello
659
Anthony Carlucci
James Carlucci
Frank Catalfano
James Campion
Christine Grossman
Joann Lewicki
Enrico Pirro
Maria Suttmeier

DISTRICT VII

Jeanne Panella

District VIII

2270
Dominick Calisto
Antonio DiFilippo

STATE/NATIONAL/LODGE UPCOMING EVENTS
STATE/NATIONAL EVENTS
2019

Apr. 2 - NYOSIA Grand Lodge Foundation
21st Annual Cooley’s Anemia Dine Around to
be held at Verdi’s of Westbury, 7:00pm.
Contact: Anna Magliato @ 347-306-9558 or
Mildred Mancusi @ 516-359-1745.

Apr. 28 - NYOSIA 46th Annual Bowling
Tournament at Farmingdale Lanes, 999
Conklin Street, Farmingdale, Breakfast at
8:30am, Tournament begins at 9:30am,
$22pp. Contact: Keith Wilson @ 516-6331435.

May 3 - NYOSIA Grand Lodge Foundation
37th Annual Golden Lion Awards Dinner at
the Garden City Hotel, 7:00pm. Contact:
Eileen Stavis or Carol DiTrapani @ 516-7854623.

May 4 - NYOSIA Grand Lodge Spring
Plenary Session hosted by Columbus Lodge
#2143 & Marco Polo Lodge #2214 at
Columbus Lodge Hall, 2143 Boundary
Avenue, S. Farmingdale. Contact: Eileen
Stavis @ 516-785-4623.
May 11 - NYOSIA Grand Lodge Foundation
Annual Walk-A-Thon “Walk for a Cure” to be
held at Eisenhower Park, East Meadow,
Parking Field #1. Contact: Eleanor Jobbagy
@ 516-358-9151 or Ernest Magliato @ 347992-0637.

May 30 - June 2nd - NYOSIA 113th Annual
State Convention at the Villa Roma Resort,
Callicoon. Contact: Carol DiTrapani @ 516785-4623, Annette Lankewish @ 516-9337393 or Anita Rosato @ 631-271-1272.
June 8 - NYOSIA Grand Lodge Foundation
Scholarship Program to be held at Tappan
Zee High School, Orangeburg, 11:00am.
Contact: Michele Ment @ 845-225-1144.

Aug. 11-18th - OSIA 56th Biennial National
Convention to be held at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel in San Antonio, Texas. Contact: Carol
DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623.

Sept. 21 - NYOSIA Grand Lodge Foundation
Gift of Sight Awards Luncheon at the Jericho
Terrace, 249 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola,
12:00pm. Contact: Mary Naccarato @ 516921-7839.
Nov. 2 - NYOSIA Garibaldi Meucci Museum
31st Annual Fundraiser Luncheon to be held
at LiGreci’s Staaten, Staten Island, 11:00am.
Contact: Fran Cicero @ 718-273-8741.

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
Mar. 2 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319
Carnevale di Sellaro Lodge at Byzantine
Resurrection Church Parish Hall, Smithtown,
3:00pm, $35pp. Contact: Geraldine Graham @
631-265-0205.

Mar. 7 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 - St.
Patrick’s Social Night at the Marconi Lodge Hall,
Islip, 7:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Joe Franzone @
631-669-7275.

Mar. 10 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Festa
Della Donne Luncheon at the Lodge Hall,
Schenectady, $20pp. Contact: 518-355-9612.
Mar. 15 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Saint’s Day Social at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer
Park, 6:00pm, $25pp. Contact: Frank Montuori @
631-422-6914.
Mar. 16 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - St. Joseph’s
Dance at Columbus Lodge Hall, S. Farmingdale,
7:00pm, $35pp. Contact: Gary Caparco @ 917922-6239.

Mar. 19 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Feast
of St. Joseph at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
6:30pm, $30pp. Contact: Irina Jacinto @ 516-4572956.

Mar. 23 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 San
Giuseppe Celebration at the Lodge Hall,
Schenectady, 7:00pm, $10pp. Contact: Dolores
Scalise @ 518-366-0265.

Mar. 24 - Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 Annual
D/D at the Brentwood Country Club, Brentwood,
1:00pm, $75pp. Contact: Marianne DeCostanzo @
631-730-2846.
Mar. 26 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Pizza & Movie Night “A Day at the Races” at
Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm, $10pp.
Contact: Rose Dispinseri @ 531-254-3015.
Mar. 31 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny at Brumidi Lodge
Hall, Deer Park, 9:30am, $12pp, kids under 3 free.
Contact: Karen Lorito @ 631-539-9113.

Apr. 4 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 “Spring
Fling” Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Joe Franzone @ 631669-7275.

Apr. 5 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Testimonial D/D
honoring IPP Mark A. Ventimiglia at the Chateau
Briand, Carle Place, $95pp. Contact: Joseph
Sciame @ 646-704-1741.
Apr. 5 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Comedy
Night at the Lodge Hall, Schenectady, 7:00pm,
$25pp. Contact: John Della Porta @ 518-9824542.

Apr. 6 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 50th
Anniversary Gala honoring Steve Bellone, Anthony
Bianco, Robert Cava, Lucy Codella, William
Lamont, Andrew Raia, Robert Savino and Joseph
Vallone at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm,
$95pp. Contact: Anita Montuori @ 631-422-6914.

Apr. 7 - Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285
20th Anniversary D/D at Gargiulo’s Catering Hall
of Coney Island. Contact: Ernest Magliato @ 347992-0637.

Apr. 13 - Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 Trip
to Sands Casino & Outlets, Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, $45pp. Contact: Gae DiRienzo @
516-241-5195.

Apr. 14 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - Palm Sunday
Breakfast at Columbus Lodge Hall, S. Farmingdale.
Contact: Fred Bellise @ 516-712-5534.
Apr. 18 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232
Scholarship Fundraiser honoring IPP William
Trinceri at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7:30pm,
$30pp. Contact: Joe Canestro @ 631-678-3220.

Apr. 30 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Pizza
& Movie Night “A River Runs Through It” at
Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm, $10pp.
Contact: Rose Dispinseri @ 631-254-3015.

May 2 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 “Oldies
but Goodies” Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall,
Islip, 7:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Joe Franzone @
631-669-7275.

May 9 - Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A Chinese Auction at Chenq Du Chinese Restaurant at
947 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square,
6:30pm, $30pp. Contact: Mildred Mancusi @ 516359-1745.
May 16 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 Annual
Fashion Show at Verdi’s of Westbury, Westbury,
6:30pm, $50pp. Contact: Janet Galvin @ 516-3958943.

May 16 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Night at
the Races at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7:00pm,
$15pp. Contact: Andy Oreste @ 631-275-0878.
May 18 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Wine
Tasting Contest & Dinner at the Lodge Hall,
Schenectady, 5:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Cesare
Maniccia @ 518-588-3568.

May 19 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - 99th
Anniversary D/D at Verdi’s of Westbury, Westbury.
Contact: Angelo Grande @ 516-906-9754.
May 21 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - Annual Frank
Alberti Memorial Golf Outing at Holbrook Country
Club, Holbrook, 9:30am, $175 per golfer. Contact:
Tom DeLuca @ 516-776-0989.

May 28 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Pizza
& Movie Night “The King and I” at Brumidi Lodge
Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm, $10pp. Contact: Rose
Dispinseri @ 631-254-3015.
June 6 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232
“Summer Blast” Social at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Joe Franzone @ 631-6697275.
June 8 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - Scholarship
Awards Ceremony at Columbus Lodge Hall, S.
Farmingdale, 12:00pm. Contact: William Murphy @
631-375-0701.

July 11 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Social
Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7:30pm, $20pp.
Contact: Joe Franzone @ 631-669-7275.

July 13 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Pig
Roast at the Lodge Hall, Schenectady, 2:00pm,
$25pp. Contact: 518-355-7500.

June 25 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Pizza
& Movie Night “Secretariat” at Brumidi Lodge Hall,
Deer Park, 6:30pm, $10pp. Contact: Rose
Dispinseri @ 631-254-3015.
July 28 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - Annual Lodge
Picnic at Marjorie Post Park, Massapequa. Contact:
Mike Lipetri @ 516-587-4631.

Aug. 1 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232
Hawaiian Luau Social at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Joe Franzone @ 631669-7275.
Aug. 23-25th - Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234
Annual Mother Cabrini Feast at Wick’s Road,
Brentwood, 4:00pm. Contact: Theresa Pernice @
631-231-7033.

Aug. 24 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Golf
Outing at Edison Country Club, Rexford, 12:00pm.
Contact: John DeGeorgio @ 518-357-2828.
Aug. 30-Sept. 2nd - Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge
#2234 - Annual Mother Cabrini Feast at Wick’s
Road, Brentwood, 4:00pm. Contact: Theresa
Pernice @ 631-231-7033.

Sept. 5 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232
“Oldies but Goodies” Social Night at Marconi
Lodge Hall, Islip, 7:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Joe
Franzone @ 631-669-7275.

Sept. 8 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Arthur
Avenue Bus Trip departing Marconi Lodge Hall,
Islip, 10:45am, $25pp. Contact: Angela Franzone
@ 631-669-7275.
Sept. 15 - Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684 - 25th
Anniversary Dinner Dance at Villa Lombardi’s in
Holbrook. Contact: Joseph Vallone @ 631-2695725.

Sept. 21 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321
Eggplant Parmigiana Dinner at the Lodge Hall,
Schenectady, 6:30pm, $15pp. Contact: 518-3557500.

Sept. 29 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - 24th Annual
Feast & Festival on Broadway, Massapequa,
11:00am. Contact: Tony Ventiera @ 516-8518531.
Sept. 29 - America Lodge #2245 - 48th Annual
D/D honoring Bruno M. Caracciolo at Verdi’s of
Westbury, Westbury, 12:00pm, $85pp. Contact:
Nancy Binda @ 516-354-5166.

Oct. 3 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232
Halloween Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall,
Islip, 7:30pm, $20pp. Contact: Joe Franzone @
631-669-7275.

Oct. 4 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Annual
Columbus Dinner, $60pp. Contact: 518-355-7500.

Oct. 6 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 & Per Sempre
Ladies Lodge #2344A - Joint Testimonial D/D at
Jericho Terrace, Mineola, 12:00pm, $90pp.
Contact: Rosemarie Baffo Stathes @ 516-7294886.

Oct. 22 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232
Oktoberfest at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 6:30pm,
$30pp. Contact: Jean Simeone @ 631-581-7520.
Nov. 3 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Chicken
Parmigiana Dinner at the Lodge Hall Schenectady,
12:00pm, $12pp. Contact: Renato Viscusi @ 518505-8918.

Nov. 14 - Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A Annual Fashion Show at Verdi’s of Westbury, 680
Old Country Road, Westbury, 6:30pm, $50pp.
Contact: Mildred Mancusi @ 516-359-1745.

as of 2/13/2019

“Be an encourager. The world
has plenty of critics already.”
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2019 LODGE INSTALLATION LISTINGS
Mar. 3 - Columbus Lodge #2143 Installation of Officers Ceremony at the
Royal Palm Event Hall, 2143 Boundary
Avenue, S. Farmingdale, 12:00pm.
Contact: William Murphy @ 631-3750701.

Mar. 3 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge
#321 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Gabriele D’Annunzio
Lodge Hall, 2984 Hamburg Street,
Schenectady, 1:00pm. Contact: Peter
Sparano @ 518-477-0415.

Mar. 4 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge
#2442 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at Henrietta Acampora
Recreation Center, 39 Montauk
Highway, Blue Point, 7:00pm. Contact:
Dorothy Curto @ 631-289-7470. (New
President)
Mar. 4 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Installation of Officers Ceremony at
Meucci Lodge Hall, 279 Maple Avenue,
White Plains. Contact: Mario Cermele
@ 914-325-1239. (New President)

Mar. 5 - Le Amiche Lodge #2550 Installation of Officers Ceremony at
Grinton I. Will Public Library, 1500
Central Park Avenue, Yonkers, 7:00pm.
Contact: Geraldine Esposito @ 914649-7359.
Mar. 6 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 Installation of Officers Ceremony at the
Lodge Hall, 69 Glen Street, Glen Cove,
8:00pm. Contact: Kathryn Grande @
516-676-7436.

Mar. 6 - Donatello Lodge #2559 Installation of Officers Ceremony at the
Westbury Community Center, 360 Post
Avenue, Westbury, 7:00pm. Contact:
Annette Lankewish @ 516-933-7393.
(New President)

Mar. 7 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge
#2319 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at Byzantine Resurrection
Church, Mayflower & Edgewater
Avenues, Smithtown, 6:30pm. Contact:
Nicholas Mauro @ 631-584-5867.
(New President)

Mar. 7 - Daughters & Sons of Italian
Heritage Lodge #2428 Installation of
Officers Ceremony at the Swingin
Sixties Senior Center, 211 Ainslie
Street,
Williamsburg,
Brooklyn,
7:00pm. Contact: Mark Mascioli @
917-599-8074. (New President)

Mar. 10 - Cellini Lodge #2206 Installation of Officers Ceremony at the
Immaculate
Conception
Center,
Douglaston, 9:00am. Contact: Grace
Ferrara @ 516-328-3165. (New
President)

Mar. 11 - Rocky Marciano Lodge
#2226 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Lodge Hall, 3015 Long
Beach Road, Oceanside, 7:00pm.
Contact: Lorenzo Barbarto @ 516-7645444. (New President)
Mar. 12 - John D. Calandra Lodge
#2600 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at Reno’s Trattoria at 33
Lockwood Avenue, Yonkers, 6:30pm.
Contact: Phil Santise @ 914-980-1003.

Mar. 13 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 Installation of Officers Ceremony at St.
Philip Neri Parish Center, Northport,
7:00pm. Contact: Anne Cajigas @ 631754-2730. (New President)

Mar. 14 - Fr. Donald B. Licata Lodge
#2435 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the VFW Hall, Carmel,
7:30pm. Contact: Michele Ment @ 845225-1144.
Mar. 18 - Fr. John Papallo Lodge
#2684 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Smithtown Landing
Avenue Country Club, Smithtown,
7:00pm. Contact: Ron Roth @ 516429-8425. (New President)

Mar. 19 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge
#2372 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the American Legion Hall,
2301 Penatiquit Avenue, Seaford.
Contact: Janet Galvin @ 516-395-8943.

Mar. 19 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge
#2211 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Brumidi Lodge Hall,
Deer Park, 8:00pm. Contact: Janet
Dickert @ 917-519-7062.
Mar. 20 - Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge
#285 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Southbridge Towers
Community Center, 66 Frankfort Street,
New York, 7:30pm. Contact: Ernest
Magliato @ 347-992-0637. (New
President)
Mar. 20 - America Lodge #2245 Installation of Officers Ceremony at the
VFW Hall, Lincoln Road, Franklin
Square, 7:45pm. Contact: Carolyn
Reres 516-376-3056.

Mar. 22 - John Michael Marino Lodge
#1389 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Pt. Washington Senior
Center, 80 Manorhaven Boulevard, Pt.
Washington, 7:00pm. Contact: Sandi
Nunziata @ 516-676-1336. (New
President)

Mar. 24 - Vincent Lombardi Lodge
#2270 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Burgundy Basin Inn,
1361 Marsh Road, Pittsford, 12:00pm,
$25pp. Contact: Vincent Giannantonio
@ 585-208-1578. (New President)
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Mar. 24 - Judge Frank A. Gulotta
Lodge #2180 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Gulotta Hall at Greis
Park, 55 Wilbur Street, Lynbrook,
6:00pm. Contact: Anthony Vasaturo @
516-455-0859. (New President)

Mar. 25 - Giuseppe Verdi Lodge
#2163 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at Syosset Woodbury Park,
7800 Jericho Turnpike, Woodbury,
7:00pm. Contact: Marie Suriano @
516-445-5231.

Mar. 26 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 &
Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A Joint Installation of Officers Ceremony
at Greis Park Recreation Center, 55
Wilbur Street, Lynbrook, 6:30pm.
Contact: Rosemarie Baffo Stathes @
516-729-4886. (New President Per
Sempre Lodge #2344)
Mar. 26 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213
- Installation of Officers Ceremony at
Meucci Lodge Hall, 279 Maple Avenue,
White Plains. Contact: Mario Cermele
@ 914-325-1239. (New President)

Mar. 26 - Marco Polo Lodge #2214 Installation of Officers Ceremony at
Marco Polo Lodge Hall, 3483
Hempstead Turnpike, Levittown,
8:00pm. Contact: John Simonetti @
516-581-5506. (New President)
Mar. 27 - Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge
#2163A - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Bethpage Senior
Community Center, Bethpage, 7:00pm.
Contact: Adele Balsamo @ 516-6798921.

Mar. 28 - Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge
#2385 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Lodge Hall, 202
Wanser Avenue, Inwood, 7:30pm.
Contact: Peter Capozzi @ 516-6558343. (New President)

Mar. 28 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge
#2232 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Marconi Lodge Hall,
333 Guglielmo Marconi Way, Islip,
7:30pm. Contact: Joseph Canestro @
631-678-3220. (New President)

Just a few reminders ...

6.0 Introductions are always done in the
reverse ranking order, the highest being
last.

9.0 As per Article 63 (d) of the New York
State By-laws, the State Deputy installs
the lodge officers and appoints a Herald.
If the State President is present and
accepts, they should preside and the
State Deputy acts as the Herald. Two or
three assistant Heralds are then appointed by the installing officer. It is suggested that the highest ranking state executive officer act as the Herald, assisted by
state/national officers. As a courtesy
invite officers from the lodge’s district to
serve.
9.1 The current lodge Recording
Secretary must provide the Herald with a
list of the outgoing and the incoming
lodge officers.
Ritual:
Make sure that the flags, regalia, lion,
etc. are all in place.

Make sure you have copies of the ritual
booklet available for all appropriate participants.
Make sure you have a President’s and
Past President’s pins for the exchange of
pins.
Make sure you have a gavel to present to
the incoming president.

Make sure that the new president is prepared to continue to ritual after receiving
the gavel.

Program:
Once the ceremony is over, the
Master/Mistress of Ceremonies invites
several speakers to make very brief
remarks. In keeping with the dignity of
the ceremony, it is suggested that one
person from each category should be
called, giving preference to the lodge’s
home district. The order should be:
*Visiting Elected Officials/Community
Dignitaries
*One Lodge President
One District Deputy
One Commissioner
One State Trustee
One State Executive Officer
One National Officer
The Lodge Deputy
The State President

Good luck to all our new lodge presidents and their council members!

WELCOME .... OFFICER JOSEPH B. COLELLO LODGE #2998
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ………………………… February 2019
GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK
ORDER SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
ANNOUNCES THE INSTITUTION OF THE
OFFICER JOSEPH B. COLELLO LODGE #2998

Bellmore, New York – State President Robert Ferrito is delighted to announce that on
Friday, February 1, 2019 a new Lodge was instituted into the New York Grand Lodge,
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America located in Yonkers, New York. The Officer
Joseph B. Colello Lodge #2998 installed 29 members during a special ceremony at the
Westchester Manor in Hastings-On-Hudson, New York with over 150 guests in attendance.

Both State President Robert Ferrito and National 1st Vice President Nancy DiFiore Quinn
were in attendance along with many other national and state officers. The new lodge was
sponsored by: the Anthony Maggiacomo Lodge #2320, the Le Amiche Lodge #2550 and
the John D. Calandra Lodge #2600.

The founders of the lodge are: Carmine Zullo, Steven Torsiello, and Neil Pellone. The new
President of the lodge is Carmine Zullo.

Officer Joseph B. Colello (1984 - 2016) was a Correction Officer with
the Westchester County Department of Corrections. A beloved son,
brother, grandson, nephew, cousin, and friend with an enormous passion for life and adventure, was taken from his family way too early in
life. The New York Grand Lodge, OSIA was honored to recognize
Joseph Colello’s love of family, love of community, and love of country
as they initiated a very special group of men and women into our
national organization. Everyone who knew Joseph would agree that he
didn’t take life for granted and his unforgettable memory will live on
with his family and friends forever.

State President Robert Ferrito and State 1st Vice President Anthony Naccarato and the
entire state membership committee were excited to witness the Institution of the Officer
Joseph B. Colello Lodge #2998 and wish them well in all their future endeavors.
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The Golden Lion
is seeking advertisers!

Please take a chance on us
and advertise in our statewide ODSIA
newspaper - The Golden Lion!
Call our office at
1-800-322-6742
for further information
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Visit us on

www.nysosia.org

